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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The unexpected events which have once 
again drawn a British force to the Peninsula^ 
may, perhaps^ give an importance to these 
Letters^ which^ intrinsically^ the author feels 
they do not deserve. That they were never 
designed for puhUcation, must be evident from 
the many years which have elapsed since they 
were written. And although this is but a 
poor apology for a trifling and imperfect 
work^ yet as it is a common one^ and often 
favourably accepted, the author is not unwil- 
ling to plead it in his own behalf. 

At a very early period of life, indeed fresh 
from school, he entered into a civil department 
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of the Peninsular army, and was in the habit 
of transmitting to a friend at home whatever 
he then deemed worthy of observation. Upon 
the death of this friend, about four years ago, 
these Letters reverted to the author — and 
they are now laid before the Public with no 
other alterations than some curtaolments and 
verbal corrections, and the addition of a few 
notes which suggested themselves while tran- 
scribing for the Press. As it was not so much 
the author's ambition to write a book, as to 
contribute his mite of information respecting 
the Pemnsula> he has published only such por- 
tion of his correspondence as relates to that 
country. 

It may not be improper to add, that the 
MS. was put into Mr. Murray's hands some 
months before the hostile disposition of Spmn 
with regard to Portugal called for British in- 
terference. 



Vhjbr pendlt read pendet. 
7* and 76, Jbr transporU rtad transport. 
148, >r SOW. nad 8001b. 
167,>r AbbSt rtad Abbit, 
]6S,/or wbOes nad wilei. 
leOi/n- Te>U Am FUoi tvnif Fata doi Fusoi. 
S06, Jbr on which are now the ruini of a OUtle md o: 

are the miaa of a cattle. 
Hi, Jar Bonceralloi read Roncevallei. Ibid. p. 969. 
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LETTER I. 

OPORTO^ APRIL 23^ 1812. 

You ivill doubtless regard the date and place 
of this Letter as an unpardonable outrage 
upon the unities of sober voyages and travels ; 
since my last from Portsmoutli^ informing 
you of being still in that warlike quarter of 
the land, surrounded by seventy-fours and 
frigates, post^aptains and midshipmen, fresh 
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upon the necessity of a little civility and at^ 
tention on the part of those persons holding 
Government situations^ as immediately kin- 
died the hectic on his cheek ; a warm alter- 
cation was the consequence^ and, not to weary 
you with a tale already much too long I fear, 
I left him with the determination of procur- 
ing a passage, at my own expense, in some of 
the merchantmen bound for Portugal. I soon 
fell in with one destined for this port, made 
an agreement, and before sunset of the same 
day bade farewell to Old England. 

Were I disposed to be tyranmcal, I have it 
now in my powei* to inflict upon you an awful 
account of a hurricane, with all its adjuncts 
and disastrous consequences ; but no — I am 
resolved to be the first voyager, who having 
crossed the Bay of Biscay in a gale of wind, 
has had the uncommon forbearance, in writing 
to his friends — ^not to describe. 
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On the fourth day the land of Portugal 
was in nght; at the same time the gale 
abated ; the svai shone out with uncommon 
wam^ and splendour^ and in a few hom^ we 
were close in with the shore. Three of our 
crew were Portuguese, and one of the three a 
native of Oporto : to him I paid my court for 
information. The land i/ve had made was 
that near Yianna, a town about thirty miles 
north of Oporto; the prospect was highly 
rich and picturesque, the rye already changing 
to a yellow, while the wheat and Indian com 
wore a most refreshing green. As we sailed 
along the shore, the white houses of the inha- 
bitants, studded here and there amidst a 
scene of verdure, would have produced on 
any one a happy and pleaang effect* To me, 
just manumitted from a loathsome crib, it 
seemed almost enchantment. The sailor 
Cicerone made me observe, as we glided 
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gently by Vianna, an aqueduct winding be- 
neath a hill^ on the top of which was a church 
caUed St. Peter's of the Hill (San Petro d'Ou- 
teiro). In the afternoon^ a fishing boat with 
a large latteen saU^ and fraught with a crew 
of swarthy little devils^ came alongside to 
barter fish for English beef and biscuit. They 
were but barely decent in their attire^ if rags 
may be dignified by such a name. It is an 
indescribable kind of sensation which a first 
view of the inhabitants of a strange country 
produces. The present sample received from 
me that sort of scrutiny which people exercise 
who visit a menagerie^ or newly discovered 
island^ for the first tone; Their grimaces^ 
rendered more peculiar by black eyes flashing 
cunning and intelligence — ^the eagerness wiA 
which they endeavoured to drive a good bar- 
gain — ^their varying attitudes — ^were potent in- 
centives to laughter. Imagme a half naked 
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sun-burnt little fellow, with a cod fish in his 
hand, shewing Mm off as a tempting article, 
with all the airs and graces of a Moorfields 
broker ; another with a turbot ; a third with 
a dog-fish ; and these all chattering at once 
in a strange tongue, and with a vehemence of 
mamier, as if influenced by demoniacal po&* 
session* 

It was late in the afi;emoon when we made 
the mouth of the Duero* The fresh of the 
river was setting out with a tremendous cur- 
rent. The fort fired signals, intimating that 
it was impossible to enter the harbour, and a 
jnlot, who came off to us, said we must bring 
to until morning. Our captain, however, 
who had some reascm for thinking thb a mere 
pretence, in spite of the remonstrances of the 
consequential little gentleman who claimed a 
temporary command of the vessel, determined 
to run the hazard cf finding sufficient water 
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on the bar. So soon as the fort perceived our 
intention^ a shot^ which nearly carried away 
our topmast, was fired as a friendly wammg 
that we should desist ; and before they could 
cannonade us again^ the good ship was se- 
curely riding in the Duero. My senses were 
of course wide awake as we moved slowly up 
the river, and so far was I from preserving 
the becoming gravity of the traveller, that I 
am ashamed to confess I betrayed all the 
thoughtlessness of the schoolboy. We had 
no sooner dropped anchor, which we^ did 
about two miles up the river, and at the dis- 
tance of as many from the town, than I pre- 
pared to go a-shore ; but here I was stopped 
by the aforesaid consequential pilot, who gave 
me to understand that I could not be allowed 
to leave the ship, before the bizeta, or custom-^ 
house boat, had viidted her, which would not 
be before the following morning. I appealed 
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to the captain^ but in vain. In tlus dilemma 
I took counsel of my sailor Cicerone, who vo^ 
lunteered to soften his inflexibility with a 
dollar. This had the desired effect, and in a 
few minutes I was safely landed. The night 
was closing in as I reached the quays in 
the suburbs of Oporto, and a house in^ 
scribed with that intelligible tetragrammaton, 
*^ cbS6 ", kindly invited me to step within and 
aUay my thirst. The vocabulary was in my 
pocket, and I presently made mine host un^ 
derstand that I wanted '^humcopo de vinho." 
It was a tribute due to the great emporium 
of Tavmey, to taste its vnne as soon as possible. 
I quaffed it down with infinite gout, tendered 
my dollar, and received the diflference in coins 
of various description, of which I have yet to 
learn the value. A man, who was smoking 
hb dgar in the '^ caf<6 "*, observing me to look 
over these with a stranger^s eye, told me in 



10 LETTER I. 

tolerable English, that the dollar contained 
forty vintins, and that the wine cost seven. 
Thanking hun for his mformation, I requested 
him to mention an hotel to which I might 
repair for the night. He called to a boy 
^ho was loitering on the quay, and directed 
him to conduct me. FoUowing my dirty 
guide through a range of harrow alleys, we 
at length arrived before a large house at the 
top of a spacious street. The boy, accost- 
ing the landlord, pointed me out as '^ Senor 
Inglez", when my host immediately announced 
himself an Englishman*— '^ Joseph Longstafl^ 
at my service." He informed me he was just 
making out the bill of a gentleman who was 
to leave his house next morning for England, 
and that I should occupy his room. At 
supper I was introduced to Mr. ', who 

was kind enough to say that he would take 
dmrge of any letter, and put it into the post^ 
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ofiice on his arrival at Plymouth. I readily 
embraced his offer^ and taking to my assist- 
ance a bottle of Mr. Longstaff 's best priestly 
port^ have consumed one-third of the night 
over this incoherent epistle. 



LETTER II. 

OPORTO^ MAY 10. 

Three days ago, I received yours of the 26th 
ultimo, forwarded to me from Lisbon by the 

kindness of Mr. , a gentleman attached to 

the embassy. Your wish for long letters shall 
certainly be gratified ; tliat they will prove as 
entertaining as you are pleased to imagine, I 
may be permitted to doubt. All I can do will 
be to send you an account of whatever I turn 
up in my future rambles ; in short, you will 
continue to receive the same olla-podrida kind 
of epistles which I wrote you when at home; — 
dashed perhaps with somewhat more variety, 
but in all other respects loose and rambling as 
ever. 

It is a haj^iness for weak mortals that 
wonder is a short-lived passion. That titUla- 
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tion of the senses which new scenes produce 
is certainly deHghtful, but then we are no 
longer in the same world with other people. 
For some eight and forty hours after my ar- 
rival in this city, my spirits were in a constant 
ferment. I saw through half the town before 
breakfast on the first day of being here, staring 
and laughing at every thing ; in short, I wasr 
in such perfect good*humour that nothing 
came amiss to me. 

On the quay-side is the fish-market. Here 
the women sit in rows frying the dog-fish in 
rancid oil, surrounded by hungry Gallegos *, 
who eagerly purchase this bonne-bouche as a 

* Oallego is a name for an inhabitant of Gallida. 
These industrious and honest people leave their own 
country at an early age to gain a livelihood in the cities 
and large towns of Portugal^ where they are employed 
in the capacity of porters^ and in other offices of drud- 
gery. 
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breakfast. The Athenians 
execrated this fish, from an 
t^ed of its feeding upon 
Portuguese have no such t 
as the Scotch say, " just 
The barbers' shops are not i 
pole, as with us, but by a fc 
of no ordmary dimensions s 
door, intimating to the pub 
as tooth-drawers; while the 
basm, with a piece cut out i 
is the identical utensil whicl 
foT a helmet. 

' After break&st I attende< 
Church of St. Nicholas, 
tapers were burning before 
pictures of sdnts which art 
^es. A band of music evi 
up some dehdous notes; th 
IB their c^MJtas, occupied i 
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ways continued on their knees ; the men stood 
in the aisles^ with the exception of a few near 
the altar^ who were accommodated with chairs; 
a great many cages with canary-birds were 
suspended in various parts of the interior^ 
and mingled their loud notes with the sacred 
melody. A dead silence now ensued ; the 
priest dropped mystical curtesies before the 
altar, and, at the tinkling of a small bell, an 
artificial shower of snow, descended from the 
roof, the flakes of which the people intercepted 
in their fall, and eagerly devoured. This 
shower was composed of littie sugar wafers, 
and was designed to represent the Host At 
first I conceived it was intended to figure out 
the manna which fell in the wilderness, while 
the Portuguese tiiemselves seemed no indifier^ 
ent representation of the hungry Israelites. 

I esteem myself fortunate in having landed 
at this port instead of Lisbon ; the head-quar* 



ters are at present near Almeida, distant only 
thirty leagues ; from Lisbon, seventy. Hav- 
ing received permission to waste a few weeks 
in this city previous to joining the Army, I 
determined, as soon as the fever of curiosity 
hod somewhat abated, to devote a portion of 
each day to the study of the Portuguese lan- 
guage. Hanng received from a fiiend die 
address of a Prof^sor, I lost no time in paying 
him a visit Three pm of stairs in the dirtiest 
quarter of the town led up to the roosting- 
place of this sapient gentleman ; on entering 
his apartment, an intolerable odour of fish and 
oil was almost compelling me to make a pr&- 
dpitate retreat, when I chanced to espy no 
less a personage than the man of letters him- 
self, engaged in frying sardinias (a iish like 
a E5)rat), on which he was about to regale. I 
soon despatched my business ; indeed, I do not 
imag^ I could have supported for five mi- 
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nutes the condensed effluvia of the fish, oil, and 
garlic simmering over a slow charcoal fire in a 
room about ten feet square. 

On the following day, precisely at the ap- 
pointed hour, he knocked at my door, and so 
much altered in appearance, that I scarcely 
believed him to be the same person I had pre- 
viously seen : his cocked hat was of the most 
exaggerated description of cocked hats, his 
hair profiisely powdered, his breeches black 
silk, shoes resplendent with large silver buc- 
kles, and a gold-headed cane in his hand ; — 
just such a creature, in short, as you meet in 
Duke's Place on a Saturday. After depositing 
his watch on the table, not without compli- 
menting himself on his extreme punctuality, 
he began to read aloud, with a great deal of 
action, to a£Pord me, as he was pleased to say, 
some idea of the harmony of the language. 
Now such words as not, then, are, &c. being 

c 
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in constant recurrence^ and these^ written na6^ 
sad^ enta6, being all pronounced^ n6ngj^ s6ng^ 
entdng^ you may form some tolerable notion 
how extremely melodious such a language must 
be ! My mouth has nearly been twisted awry 
in submitting to half-a<^zen lessons ; and then 
there is a sort of high and low tcoie to be ac- 
quired, which leaves me in despair of ever 
attaining to proficiency. The language never- 
theless has its beauties, a great part of which 
is comprised in the diminutives, which the 
people of Oporto, it is said, affect more than 
any other part of the kingdom. A Portu- 
guese woman who keeps a shop of all sorts 
not many doors from Longstaff's Hotel, is 
married to a huge strapping fellow, by name 
Senor Thomas, by whom she has three chil- 
dren. Him she calls Senor Thomazino ; her 
eldest girl, Joannina, answers to the appella- 
tive Raparega, the second to that of Menina, 
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while t3ie infant is lullalued with such soft 
words as coitadinha, povrazita^ &c. 

With respect to the society and domestic bab- 
bits of the people^ my acquaintance with them 
is yet too green to bear me out in hazarding 
an opinion ; as yet I can only speak to what is 
extemaL The women lead dull moping liyes, 
seldom stir out except to attend mass, and are 
then so enveloped in their capotas that it is 
difficult to distinguish the better order from 
the lower. Some, however, have recently 
adopted a different mode of dressing, and wear 
straw bonnets and gaudy silk gowns, which 
beccnne them still less than their native cos- 
tume. In stature they are rather low, and 
somewhat inclined to corpulency, for which 
they are doubtless in a great measure indebted 
to their sedentary mode of life. Nature, how- 
ever, by way of compensation for such defects, 
has kindly bestowed on them melting black 

c 2 
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eyes^ heavy languid eyelids, and feet almost k 
la Chinoise. The men are not of a descrip- 
tion calculated to make a favourable first-sight 
impression ; they appear but very degenerate 
slips of the Lusitanian stock of other days, 
and were I not afraid of subjecting myself to 
the charge of groundless prejudice or prema- 
ture judgment, I would say. 

Terra malos homines nunc educat atque Pusillos. 

The convents for both sexes are very nu- 
merous, and the streets swarm with monks 

and friars ; 

— Friars, 
White, black and gray, with all their trumpery. 

A few days ago, in company with a Portu- 
guese gentleman, I visited a nunnery at Villa 
Nova on the opposite bank of the Duero. He 
had a relative here, who was yet in her novi- 
ciate ; we saw her at the grate, and a most 
pretty interesting creature she appeared. She 
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said it wanted just four months to her burial^ 
which is the usual expression for taking the 
veil; at the expiration of which tbne^ mass 
will be chaunted over her, and she will be- 
come dead to the world. In the present in- 
stance it was her &ther's desire that she should 
take the veil, and he had paid a considerable 
dowry with her to the convent, which is ex- 
tremely rich, and admits only the daughters 
of fidalgos, or noblemen. In the chapel there 
were a few paintings, a degree or two better 
than what I had hitherto seen, but still per- 
vaded . by a most monotonous style of insipid 
uniformity. Angeb being naturally beyond 
human comprehension, the. Portuguese have 
endeavoured to express the difference which 
may be supposed to exist between the inha- 
bitants of another world and those of our own, 
by representing them as much the reverse of 
themselves as possible. Accordingly they are 
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all excessively florid^ with luxuriant Aaxm 
locks curling short about tiieir ears^ like the 
capitals of Ionian columns. 

It remains now to give you some account 
of the society at LongstaflTs. You will of 
course have heard^ before this time^ of the 
storming of Badajoe. A few days ago se- 
veral officers arrived here^ as well to recruit 
themselves after their fatigues and dangers^ as 
to dispose of some odd articles of plunder* 
I have found a very pleasant acquaintance in 

Captain , of the regiment^ 

CHie of the most distinguished in General Pic* 

ton's division; also with Lieutenant of 

regiment. The captain has two or 

three massy silver chalices^ as his hard-earned 
share of the spoil. Nothing could withstand 
the gallantry of our brave fellows. Picton 
was quite a prodigy. A few hours previous 
to the assault he was seen hobbling about 
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under a most pamful attack of gout or rheu*. 
matism; and how he contrived to climb a 
ladder fifty feet in height^ and be among the 
first on the ramparts^ is really most surprise 
ing. It is frightful to hear a redtal of the 
many abominations wHch occurred during 
the first fury of the sack; — it was one wide 
indiscriimnate scene of plundering^ butchery, 

and ravishing. Captain told me, that 

he was induced to enter a house^ in conse- 
quence of hearing the dreadful shrieks of fe-, 
males; and here he found two soldiers of hia 
Own regiment, and a mother and daughter on 
their knees before them, supplicating for mer- 
cy. It was the utmost he could do to prevail 
on them to leave the house; for all military 
subordination was dissolved in that uncon- 
trolled Ecentiousi^ss whidi is regarded as the 
just reward of successful valour. Every place 
which was supposed to contain spirits waa 
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speedily broken into, and the scenes which en* 
sned from the fiiry of the men to possess them- 
selves of this liquid fire, are almost too hor- 
rible to gain belief. It was no uncommon 
sight to find, next morning, two British 
soldiers l3dng dead in the streets, pierced 
through with each other's bayonet, while the 
keg or bottle, the fatal cause of such mutual 
massacre, was lying between them. 

When the fury of the sack had somewhat 
abated, and discipline was about to resume its 
wonted empire, the ludicrous succeeded to the 
terrible. British soldiers were seen issuing 
from the gates of the fallen fortress, begirt 
with all the ample foldings of Spanish togery, 
and bringing away every thing that was ei- 
ther portable or driveable. One fellow Imd 
made, capture of a calf; the animal refrising 
to be either led or driven, the Cpnnaught hero, 
unwilling to relinquish his prize, brought it 



LETTER H. 25 

• ^ 

away in triumph^ like another Mik>^ on his 
shoulders. It was purchased by the mess- 
man of the regiment for a bottle of rum ! 

A few days since^ we received an accessioi^ 
to our society^ in the person of a strapping 
young Irish fire-eater^ who has come out as a 
volunteer. He is well furnished with letters 
of recommendation, and intends walking up 
to head-quarters in a few days, with an oaken 
cudgel in his hand (which he calls a tooth- 
pick) and with a knapsack on his shoulders. 
He grinds his teeth in agony whenever Badar 
jos is mentioned, cursing his unlucky stars 
which kept him at home, ** when there was so 
beautiful an opportunity of getting promot- 
ed." As he does not know a single word of 
Portuguese, I was endeavouring to persuade 
him to remain a few days longer in Oporto, 
before he commenced his march; but, '* Och !" 
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said he, " let fne alotie for finding my way ; 
the Irish is an universal sort of a tongue."^ 

In my next I will send you some account 
6f this city, having now become familiar with 
every part of it.— Adieu. 
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OPOBTO> HAT 19. 

I SHALL now fiilfil the promise of my last, by 
endeavouring to send you some descriptive 
account of Oporto. 

The Gity> properly so called, is situate on 
the dedivity of a hill, little more than three 
miles from the mouth of the Duero. It is tlie 
seat of a chancellor, corregidor, and bishop, 
and is one of the seven miUtary governments 
of Portugal. The present governor is Colo* 
nel Trant, an Englishman. In former times 
it was fortified, of which some vestiges stiU 
remain, particularly near the fish-market on 
the banks of the river, where the old walls and 
gates are yet in good preservation. The pro- 
vince of Entre Minho 6 Douro, together with 
this city, were marked out by Buonaparte, to 
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compose the sovereignty of the Kmg of Etru- 
ria, who was to have assumed the title of King 
of Northern Lusitania; — while the provinces 
of Alentejo and Algarve were destined to re- 
ward with a crown the Alcibiades of the day, 
Manuel Godoy*, Prince of Peace. On the east 
side of the city, towards the residence of the 
military governor, the houses are built against 
so steep a part of the declivity which over- 
hangs the stream, that you are forced to climb 
up to them by steps hewn out of the solid 
rock. Such situation, however, contributes 
not a little to its romantic and picturesque 
appearance; and this part of the city, viewed 
from a distance, presents a charming coup- 
d'oeil with its neighbouring villages, monas- 
teries, and pine-woods. 

Oporto may be said to possess but one 

* Godoy^ nombre de Linage^ noble por ventura se 
dixo de Godo. 

Cobaruirasj Tesauro de la Leng. Castell. 
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handsome street^ viz. the Rua Nova dos In- 
glezes, at one end of which is Longstafl^s 
hotels and at the other the factory house of 
the wine company^ to which every foreigner 
has access by a proper introduction. Here I 
was permitted to taste several samples of the 
primest Duero. One parcel, known by the 
name of the Duke of York's wine, is the boast 
of the factory, and prized as a bonne-bouche 
not inferior to the stuff you and I have som^ 
where read of, which was bottled during the 
consulship of Opimius, and drunk 200 years 
after. There is a great difference, however, 
between the wine you taste here, and that 
unsophisticated juice which the Portuguese 
themselves drink. In short, the factory is a 
laboratory where wine is composed to suit the 
vitiated tastes of our good people at home. 
Your citizen, for example, requires a generous 
roughness ; accordingly, the hulls of the grapes 
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are suffered to steep about seventy hours in 
the must, instead of twenty-ftwr, which the na- 
tives deem sufficient. The Greek bon-vivans, 
you know, who were no indifferent arbiters of 
taste, were in the habit of mixing their wines 
with a small portion of sea*water,to prevent a 
determination to the head. The factory, in 
compliance with our unclassic notions, obUge 
us with one-fifth of brandy (agoa-dente) to 
produce a contrary effect, thereby shewmg 
themselves an honest exception to most mer- 
chants, who generally endeavour to lower the 
strength of their liquors. 

Oporto has a number of good streets, not 
so broad ot magnificent as the Rua Nova, but 
infinitely more agreeable to the pedestrian, 
inasmuch as they are well shaded by reason 
of their very narrowness, and contain shops of 
a pleasing variety. Among these the gold and 
silversmiths are the most attractive, from their 
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rich display of massy plate and jewels, llie 
workmanship of the former, and the setting of 
the latter, are for the most part coarse and 
inartificial; but the prices are moderate in 
proportion, and you can purchase plate at a 
Tery trifling advance upon its real value. 
Among the precious stones, the most common 
is the pale Brazilian topaz, which are exposed 
for sale in great abundance. These are th^ 
only shops which have glass windows ; the rest 
are open to the street. Towards the west side 
of the dty are two or three irregular sortii 
of squares, and beyond these, nearly in the 
suburbs, is a shabby theatre. I was pres^ 
at a representation a few nights ago. The 
piece was of Spanish stock reduced into Por* 
tuguese idiom, and of which, owing to my 
scanty knowledge of the language, I could 
understand little more than the dumb-show» 
The interior is very gloomy^ aad the scenic 



1 
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part deplorably mean. The prompter has his 
post in front of the orchestra, with his head 
and shoulders screwed into a round box which 
rises from the front of the stage between the 
lamps, presenting a sort of cupola in its ap* 
pearance to the spectators, but open to the 
actors ; from this he declaims the piece, in a 
tone sufficiently loud to be heard in the centre 
of the pit. The house is badly contrived for 
distinct hearing from the boxes, and indeed 
the whole to an Englishman, accustomed to 
well-lighted theatres, dress circles, and good 
acting, appears an execrable concern. I must 
not forget to mention, that the performance 
was for the benefit of an unfortunate ItaUan 
actress, who had recently fallen into the widow- 
^ood of her tenth intrigue, with a family of 
{(even children dependent on her professional 
exertions. 

Setting out once more from the Rua Nova, 
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up the banks of the rivery you cross by a 
bridge of boats to a town in appearance not 
much smaller than Oporto itself. This is 
Villa Nova; to the westward of which, beneath 
a hill, are several detached houses forming 
the market towli of Gaya. Here in former 
tunes stood Calla or Cale (in the Antonine 
Itinerary, the last) ; and Oporto, being after- 
wards built on the opposite bank, as affording 
a more convenient station for ships, was called 
Portus Cale, from which, by a change of 
letters, Portugal came to be the name of the 
whole kingdom ♦. The foundation of Cale is 
ascribed to the Phoenicians, which may possibly 

* Isaac Vossius, in his ^' Observations on the Second 
Book of PomjKMiius Mela'^ derives it from the Callaici, 
the present Gallicians. The same author remarks^ that in 
'^ The Chronicle of the Grothic Kings " in Isidorus^ it is 
called Fortucola, but in '' The Chronicle of Idatius ", 
Portucale. The writers of the middle age universally 
distinguish between Portugal and Lusitania. 
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be correct ; although I am more inclined tc 
their opinion who think that it was originall} 
founded by the Gauls^ and named after them 
Portus Gallorum. The derivation given for 
Lusitania is involved in no less obscurity *> and 
after all is a matter of no moment ; but as I 
know your partiality for this kind of research^ 
I send you the following extract^ which a 
good-natured fat friar (ycleped Friar John^ 
and celebrated for playing the best game oi 
billiards in Oporto) was at the pains to tran- 
scribe for me. 

'^ Lusitania nomen accipit a Luso Liberi 
patris filio^ et Lysa ejusdem Liberi socio cum 
Luso Bacchante^ unde nunc a Luso Lusitama^ 
nunc a Lysa Lysitania vocatur."— -L. Andreas 
Resendius. 

Part of the foundations of the old town are 

* Vatro> as quoted by Pliny^ Lib. III. c. 1., derives 
it from ludus, or W(ni> the fory of the Bacehluites. 
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slill discoverable at Gaya. Returning again 
up the river towards the Bridge of Boats^ the 
circle of the view is completed on this side by 
a monastery^ built on a high and steep hill 
which bounds Villa Nova on the eastward. 
These two towns. Villa Nova and Gaya, are 
supposed to contain 18,000 inhabitants, chiefly 
of the lower orders. The current of the 
Duero is extremely rapid, running at the rate 
of two miles and a half an hour. It is navi- 
gable for twenty-five leagues, as far as Joa6 
de Pesqueira. In Spain I understand it is a 
gentle stream, its turbulence beginning in Por- 
tugal which it enters at Miranda de Duero 
the northern boundary of the kingdom, and 
from this point the current becomes contracted 
and furious from the rocks which straiten it 
on both sides. The province of Entre Douro ^ 
Minho is esteemed the most fertUe of any In 
Portugal ; and it was a proverb, that you could 

D 2 
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ndt walk a step without hearing the cock 
crow. According to the Portuguese, how- 
ever, who always shrug their shoulders, and 
attribute their poverty to ' os Franceses*, the 
Gallic bands were so unnatural as to show no 
quarter to the high couraged bird, which is 
their national emblem*. 

* The following pretty Latin hymn used formerly 
to be chaunted at morning service in the churches of 
Portugal, in which the cock receives due honour : 

Praeco diei jam sonat 

Noctis profiindfie pervigil 

A nocte noctem segregans. 

Hoc excitatus Lucifer < 

Solvit polum caligine. 

Hoc omnia errorum choiiia 

Viam nocendi deserit* 

Hoc nauta vires coUigit, 

Pontique mitescunt freta. 

Hoc^ ipsa petra Ecclesise 

Canente^ culpam diluit.*— « 

Surgamus ergo strenud. 
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I was present at a fair a day or two ago, 
which was held at Montezinhos, a little town 
on the coast, ahout six miles from Oporto. 
There seemed to be plenty of good-humour 
in circulation, but no fire-eaters, no conjurors, 
no venders of quack medicines, in short, no 
fun; nor do I think the Portuguese have 
any word expressive of all that we understand 
by it. There were some clumsy attempts at 
dancing, in which the muleteers were the 
most accomplished performers, having, I sup- 
pose, ipi their intercourse with Spain, become 
&miliar wit^ the steps and attitudes of the 

€rdlus jacentes excitat, 
£t sonmolentos increpat. . 
Grallus negantea argoit. 
Grallo canente^ spes reditu 
^gris salus refunditur^ 
Mucro latronis con^ituf > 
Lapsis fides revertitur. 
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bolero and fiEmdaBgo. Some of the peasant 
women from the Minho were present;^ whose 
broad brimmed hats and parti-coloured gar* 
ments formed an agreeable contrast to the 
mournful capotas of the dty. 

MAY 21. 

I have just returned from an excursion to 
Braga^ which I made in company with Mr. 

, a merchant residing at Longstaff 's. 

The distance from this city to Braga is eight 
leagues^ which we perfonned very pleasantly 
in about as many hours. We passed through 
a charming country, the eye reposing every 
where on a scene of richness. The only dis- 
agreeable part of the journey, was being. con- 
demned to the back of a tall skittish old 
mule, surmounted by a saddle peaked before 
and behind, and having two wooden boxes 
appended thereto instead of stirrup-irons. 
On our arrival, we were served at the Es- 
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talage with a tolerable dinner^ for whidh we 
were charged, being English, an intolerable 
price. 

Braga is situated in a beautifiil and broad 
valley, well clothed with cork-trees and orange- 
orchards. It has a cathedral; and a little 
without the town there is llie ehurch mo- 
nastery of St. Fructuoso. The Escrivano 

■ r 

V. 

of the place, pointed out some few antiqui* 
ties which he said were the remains of a 
temple dedicated to Isis, which is very pro- 
bable, as this was the Augusta Braccarum of 
the Romans, and we know how prevalent the 
Egyptian superstition was, both at Rome and 
its colonies *. 

The Portuguese historian, Manoel Faria de 

* The Braccarians were originally a Libyan people, 
and are said to have migrated into Portugal from the 
banks of the river Braccada^ not far from Carthage, at 
a period before any connected history begins. 
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Sousa^ has recorded a very delicate and dassi-* 
cal inscription found here in his time, which 
I think you must admire : — 

Aspice quam subito marcet quod floruit ante ! 

Aspiccf quani subito quod stetit ante^ cadit ! — > 
Nascentes modmur^ finisque ab origine pendit^ 

Ipaaque vita suie 8emiiia mortis habet, 

Braga, formerly reckoned as a part of Gal- 
licia, is now the chief town of the Minho, 
the most industrious and populous province 
of the kingdom, nearly one-third of the whole 
population of Portugal being condensed with- 
in it It takes its name of Minho, from the 
river so called, aiid which forms a part of the 
southern boundary of Gallicia. According 
to history, it derived this name from the 
great quantity of minium found near its 
banks. It abounds in fish of various kinds, 
and discharges itself into the ocean, between 

« 

the city of Tui and town of Caminha. 
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, As this is probably the last letter you will 
recdve from Oporto, I inust tell you what ax^ 
rangements I have made for the march ta 
head-quarters, which are now at Fuente de 
Guinaldo, a border village in Spain. The 
trunks I brought with me, I have been obliged 
to exchange for others of much less dimensions. 
Mine were preposterously large, and bought 
under a total ignorance of the nature of Por- 
tuguese travelling. I have purchased a Spa^ 
iiish horse for lOO dollars, and two mules, 
for the best of which I paid nearly eighty 
pounds, which you may deem almost incre-* 
dible. It is a he-mule, young, and of car^ , 
riage size, that is, nearly as tall as a coach- 
horse in England ; and such as these are highly 
prized and readily bought up. The other 
cost me twenty pounds, and is somewhat old 
and vicious. I shall be obliged to leave some 
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of my books behind me^ as canteen^ bed^ 
and dothes^trunk made a cargo for my best 
mule^ while the other will have enough to 
do to carry my senrant with three days' fo* 
rage and provisions. 
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ALMBIBA^ JUNB 6. 

To my infinite mortification^ I am become a 
fixture in this dismantled garrkon^ instead of 
being ordered^ as I had hoped^ upon field** 
s^rice. I readied head^quarters at Fuentie 
de GuinaMo on Idie second instant* My ^ur^ 
prise on first entering this village was «x* 
treme ; though perhaps sufficiently natural to 
a novice in all military matters. I had cer^* 
tamly prefigixied a very dijferart scene. Afl 
the flower cf the army^ I had imagined^ 
Would be collected jffeund the h^t> who com^- 
mands it — gallant men sad stately steeds^ in 
shorty all the pomp and circumstance of war 
ii^hin the precincts of a drde ! The reality 
soon chased away the ittuidon^ fer the vilkge 
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presented the veriest piece of stiU-fife, not to 
be quite dead^ that I ever saw. In the market- 
place were some half dozen Spanish women, 
sitting in a row, selling eggs and cabbages, 
and half a dozen soldiers in their undress were 
the buyers ; now and then an ofiBcer in a 
plain blue coat would cross the plaza, on foot 
or horse-back ; and this was all which met the 
eye. The place, however, was fiill, I may say 
crammed, and had it not been for a friend to 
whom I brought a letter of introduction, I 
must have bivouacked for the night ; as it was, 
he gave me up a part of his quarter, which 
consisted of one room about twelve feet square* 
XiOrd Wellington with his personal staff occu- 
pied a low-roofed fium-house. The rest of 
the houses were taken up by officers of the 
departments of the quarter-master, adjutant, 
and commissary-generals. These, at the time 
of my arrival, were all employed in their re- 
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spective offices^ and as every one at head* 
quarters lias sufficient employment, the mystery 
of this apparent desolation soon became intel- 
ligible. I received instructions on the follow- 
ing day to station myself at Almeida, and 
with an " hei mihi ! " reached my post a few 
hours afterwards. 

It was late in the afternoon of the 24th 
ult. when I left Oporto. The same evening 
I reached Penafiel, distant six leagues. The 
Juiz de Fora assigned me a billet on an inn 
kept by a man of colour, Senor Thomas: 
which is a very convenient way of giving your 
patron — ^a name by which the master of the 
house is always recognized — an opportunity of 
indemnifying Imnself for his gratuitous lodging. 
As the noon-day heat was most oppressive, 
the most eligible time for travelling is obvi* 
ously in the morning or evening. My morn* 
ing, however, was consumed in gettmg some 



46 LETTER IV. 

alterations made in the pack-saddles which 
pressed unequally on the bocks of the mules, 
and it was night before I arrived at Ama- 
ranthe^ only four leagues distant from Pena- 
fieL Here I received a billet upon a convent, 
and presented it to a friar who was enjoying 
the cool evening air at one of its smaller en- 
trances. He directed me to repair to an 
arched gateway, which, he said, should be 
opened as soon as the prior had given his 
sancticsi. In a few minutes the great gates 
were drawn back, and another friar with a 
blazing torch in his hand presented himself as 
my conductor through a dreary descending 
passage, from the roof of which the damp was 
trickling fast, and which led to an inner court 
where the convent stables were. The time of 
night, my own loneliness, for my servant had 
not arrived with the baggage, the gloom of 
the vault through which we passed, the light 
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which shone upon the shorn and polished head 
of the friar, as it streamed from the torch 
which he held behind him as he guided me 
along, raised within me a fantastical assoda* 
tion of ideas, in which, however, a sense of in- 
security had no share. The Prior soon made 
his appearance, and gave me a cordial wel-* 
come. I thought him, and still think him, 
to he the only Portuguese gentleman I have 
met with. Our conversation, owing to my 
meagre knowledge of the language, would 
have been very limited, had I not been able ta 
scribble a little bad Latin on my memorandum 
tables, and to which he replied. In this kind 
of silent colloquy nearly an hour had glided 
on, when a waiting friar announced the sup* 
per. The fraternity had tak^i their repast 
before I arrived, and the greater part had 
already retired to their cells. Descending ta 
the refectory, I was presented with water in a 
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silver basin^ which custom^ previous to sittings 
down to table^ is universal in all good families. 
A civet of hare^ roast partridges^ and old 
wine were duly appreciated^ you may be sure, 
after a sufficiently long fast. The bed and 
bed*room assigned me were the same which 
Marshal Soult had occupied the night previ-^ 
ous to his attack on Oporto. 

In the morning I found in readiness a re^ 
gular English breakfast^ viz. tea^ coffee, with 
eggs and cold meat. After this, the Prior 
was obliging enough to shew me over the 
convent. The founder of this religious house 
was St. Domingos. The corridors and dor-» 
mitories axe spacious, and, though of no order 
in architecture, are pleasing and striking. 
The church, in its exterior view, is disfigured 
by a conical dome roo&d with tiles of a bright-^ 
red colour, and which gives to the whole a 
sort of oriental appearance* The convent li-? 
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brary is very indifferent Sonlt^ who is a 
bibliomaniac as well as Junot^ had despoiled it 
of its most valuable books. The only ones 
wliich I saw worth coveting were a splendid 
History of St. Domingos/ the founder^ and 
the works of one Jerome Ossona^ a learned 
j^elate of the sixteenth century^ who is proud<» 
ly designated the Portuguese Cicero. Be^ 
Gides bdng a very great theologian, he was 
90 good a patriot, that when the death of his 
sovereign, Sebastian^, and the total over*^ 
throw of his army by the Moors at the battle 
of Alcasar, was announced as he was giving 
a lecture to the students of Coimbra Univer- 
sity, Eke Eli the judge of Israel, he fell back<^ 
wards and immediately ^qpired. 

The town of Amaranthe la cm the banks 

* Sebastian and his fine heroic army perished in a 
headstrong and ill-conoerted expedition against the 
Mooirs in A&iea^ about Hxe yetir 156K 

£ 
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of a beautiful stream, called the Tamega, 
which in crossed by a remarkably neat bridge 
within sight of the convent gate. It has de- 
rived its name of Amaranthe from the La- 
marantini, who Were anciently settled here. 
Previously to quitting the convent, I paid a 
visit to the kitchen, where such substantial 
preparations were gqfng forward as fully as- 
serted the claim of its hospitable inmates to 
the title of bons vivans. Through the c^i- 
tre of the kitchen flowed a stream of water^ 
grated at both ends, in which some fine carp 
were enjoying themselves during the short 
time they had to live. The cooks were aU 
friars of subordinate degree, and the effect of 
seeing these unshod sons of St. Domingos go 
through the manual exercise of the culinary 
art, was irresistibly comic. As I mounted my 
horse, the waiting friar above mentioned stood 
at the portal and softly ejaculated '^ Pel' amor 



^ 
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de Deos!" The hint was necessary^ as I 
should never have presumed to insult the dig- 
nity of the order by depositing my mite with 
one of the meanest of its sons. I shpped a 
dollar into the friar's hand^ received a flood of 
benedictions^ and rode forwards. 

The country between Amaranthe and La- 
mego was really enchanting ; oranges and 
lemons were in many places overhangmg the 
road. At Mezamfrio I halted an hour during 
the noon-tide heat^ and found for the first 
time distinctive marks of an invading army. 
Descending towards the Duero by a road sur- 
rounded oa every side with vineyards^ after a 
league of sunny travelling, I passed the river 
and reached Lamego. Here I found part of 
a British division quartered. It was also a 
hosjHtal station, which rendered it a diiOBicult 
matter to obtain a billet. From the splen- 
dour of the address which appeared on the 

£ 2 
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one I received from the Juiz de Fora, viz. 
« Ao 111°*° SenV &c. I drew a good omen; 
but such a house^ such an iUustrious Seiior^ 
such a garret assigned me for a quarter, as 
will cure me of having faith hereafter in any 
but worst auguries ! Here, for the first time, 
I essayed the softness of my travelling bed, 
as my iUmstriaus patron either would not, ex 
could not, accommodate me with one. 

The next morning, when anxious in the ex- 
treme to proceed onwards, I had to encounter 
a cruel disappointment— my horse was lame ; 
and I had time, more than enough, during 
two days of unpleasant detention, to visit 
every corner of the town. Lamego (Lame- 
cum) is one of the most andent cities of Por- 
tugal, and the seat of a bishop who resides 
here. In this city it was that the king Al- 
phonzo Henrique, son of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and so famous in history for the signal 
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yictxMry he obtained over five Moorish kings 
at the battle of Ourique^ held the famous as- 
sembly of the states at which the sucoession 
was settled in his family. The city is sur* 
rouud^d on every side by mountains^ and sil^ 
ver mines were formerly worked in its neigfa-^ 
bourhood *. 

The remainder of the route to headquarters 
lay through a barren and ruined country. This 
part of the province of Beira, naturally infertile, 
has been subject to all the ravages of war. 
A thin and squahd pq)ulation, houses in 
ruins^ fidds under no culture^ presaited on 
every side a mournful uniformity of misery. 
In some places through which I passed^ not a 

* " The Antiquities of Lamego " were written and 
published by Roderic Perez circa annum mdxxxvi, a 
work very highly extolled by Roderic de Cunha in his 
'^ Historia dos Arcebispos de Lisboa ", but which I have 
i\ever been able to obtain. 
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bit of bread was to be obtained. One nighty 
near to Moimenta de Beira> I took up qnar-^ 
ters in an estalage. The only room in it t^a» 
a long chamber^ like a coach-makei^s loft^ 
built over the stables. The wretched-looking 
inhabitants were huddling round a few em^ 
hers at one extremity, and simmering some 
ofl and water in an earthen pot, which, poured 
over some slices of Indian com bread, com- 
posed their supper. With great difficulty 
and not without producing some pizettas, I 
procured a morsel of dried salt fish, which 
goes under the general name of ba^^alhao. 
Com for the cattle I had with me, and the 
inn afforded Indian straw. At dusk a bri- 
gade of mules arrived, and shortly afterwards, 
eight or ten wild, strapping muleteers ascend- 
ed the loft, and began arranging their beds 
for the night. They are always well supplied 
with blankets, which they reqmre in the day 
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time for their mules, and a straw pack-saddle 
is ever at hand for a pillow. The host and 
his family now stretched themselves on the 
floor before the embers, the muleteers soon 
began a nasal concert in the middle^ while 
myself and servant had our cribs at the farther 
end of the apartment. Sleep was out of the 
question ; the snoring sons of labour above, 
the uneasy and contentious beasts below, were 
greater foes to sleep than ever Macbeth was, 
and methought the day seemed never yet so 
slow in breaking. 

On the foUowing day, passing through Pin- 
hel, another sombre town, I descended upon 
the Coa by a wild aiid mountainous tracks 
and after a short ascent on the other bank> 
had the fortress of Almeida before me, distant 
one league from the river, and six leagues 
from the town I have just mentioned^r As I 
approached the ditches of the rampafts I 
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could not but be surprised and amused with 
the number and largeness of the lizards^ whidi 
were gambolling in the sun-^hine just Uke so 
mimy playftil kittens^ while some of them 
were c^rt^dnly not less in size. Had the age 
of philters not gone by^ methinks there were 
sufiident here to charm all the worlds nor 
could the most arrant witch of Thessaly have 
desired sleeker or plumper animals. At the 
gate of the fortress I was stopped by the of- 
ficer of the guard with the usual formalities^ 
and two soldiers were sent to escort me to 
the governor. Passing through an ante*room 
where some orderlies were in waitings I 
knocked at the door of the Governor's closet^ 
enteredjt and began giving some account of 
iciyself in es^ecrahle Portuguese^ when ob- 
serving him smilej I broke out with a '^ Pray 
do you s|)eak EngUsh ? " '^ have the honor 
to be an Englishman/' was the reply '^ and 
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shall be extremdly haippy if you will ^e with 
toe to day." The GrOTerhor is Colonel Le 
Mesurier, and being dressed in Portuguese 
uniform, wfaile the garristm itself displayed 
ncme but native troops, my mistake was not 
00 inexcusable. At dinner I met Dim Julian 
Sanches, the Guerrilla chieftain, a fine, well 
whiskered looking soldier: "O! si sic omnes." 
Here I had an opportunity of comparing 
the two languages as far as regards the ^owu/,. 
being content to catch a tithe of the sense. 
There were at table several officers of distin- 
guished rank, as well Portuguese as Spanish. 
In hearing the language of the first spoken 
without understanding what is said, the tempt- 
ation to laugh is irresistible — at least I found 
it so. Not so with the Spanish, which is 
grand and sonorous, and seems to confer sa 
elevation of character upon the speaker. A 
Portuguese, besides his grimaces and high and 
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Speech ; the Spaniard prompt^ energetic^ and 
precise. 

We have a courier attached to the gar- 
rison^ who takes on the letters to Celorico^ 
where he meets the post from head-quarters 
to Lisbon. I shall send this under cover to 
my friend , and request it may be for- 
warded by the first trader or transport^ as 
being too bulky for the regular conveyance. 



LETTER V. 

ALMEIDA^ JULY 30. 

My life is now but a stupid chronicle of break- 
fests^ and dinners^ and sleep. I cannot express 
half the vexation I feel at being immured in 
this vile garrison, while our troops, by all ac- 
counts, are in full march upon Madrid. Often 
do I say— 

but all to no purpose. The news of the battle 
on the 21st instant, fought near Aripeles, in 
the neighbourhood of Salamanca, will have 
reached you before this arrives. All that we 
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know at present is^ that a glorious victory has 
crowned our arms^ and that Marmont was 
carried off wounded from the field. The Lis- 
bon mail of to-morrow will bring us the Por- 
tuguese account; but it is to the Liondon 
papers we must look for a detail. The French 
prisoners are pouring down upon us* The 
Spaniards have treated them, by all accounts, 
with a most revolting crudty during the march 
from Salamanca, and the joy of the poor fellows 
was unbounded when they were delivered into 
the custody of the Portuguese. A French 
officer told me, and I had it confirmed in va- 
rious ways, that if any of the prisoners through 
fatigue lagged behind in the route, they were 
innnediately bayoneted. This spirit of reta- 
liation is the damning spot of the Peninsular 
warftkre. The lives of ten thousand, or twice 
ten thousand lost in a hard-fought field, ex- 
cites not half the emotion which the mind feel3 
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at the cold*blooded massacre of a few defence^ 
less beings. The '* vrax to the knife" which 
the Spaniards have proclaimed, is of the same 
character with that of the tomahawk and 
scalping knife of the savage. In several pro- 
clamations of the supreme junta, which were 
puUished in 1810-11, the knife is particularly 
recommended as a proper instrument in the 
extermination of the French, and is classed 
among the " armas blancas '* — such as swords 
and bayonets ; and, in the account of an in* 
surrection of some of the inhabitants of Madrid 
against the French troops in 1808, the suc- 
cess of the Spaniards is ascribed mainly to 
their adrmt use of this weapon. The Spaniards 
withstood the enemy — '* sm mas armas que 
las navajas embotadas de picar tobaco.** Owing 
to the kindness of the gaUant governor of thid 
garriscm^ in giving me free access to any books 
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or documents in his possession, wHch may 
enable me to form a right judgment as to the 
character of the war^ I have devoted a good 
deal of leisure to the perusal of political 
pamphlets and manifestoes circulated during 
the first stages of this momentous struggle. 
Tholigh the greater part of these contains 
much violent ebullition of patriotic sentiment, 
yet it is evident, from their own confessions, 
that they were addressed to a people far from 
being cordial or united in the great cause of 
freedom. Since that period they are more 
than ever reconciled to the yoke, and whether 
at last they will be roused to stand forward as 
men, or prefer being handed down to posterity 
as slaves, the present advance of our army 
into the interior will afford an opportunity of 
determining. I have been amused this morn- 
ing in conning over the pamphlet of one Ma- 



LETTER V. 63 

nuel Freyre ; the title*-page> which is facetious, 
runs thus :— 

'^ Remedio y Preservative contre el mal Frances, 

De qae adolece Parte de la Nacion Espafiola. 

Escribialo Don Manuel Freyre 

(Annotado honrosamente en la Lista sanguinaria de 

Bonaparte) ". 

The " mox daturos progeniem vitiosiorem *' 
of Horace, finds in this writer a very ingenious 
commentator. Speaking of the character of 
the French, he reasons thus — *' Y si la raza 
humana sin freno crece siempre en vicios, de 
modo que los hijos son peores que sus padres ; 
quales seran los hijos de los Antrop6fagos Ja- 
cobinos ? " He goes on to admit that a great 
part of the Spaniards have very Frenchified 
notions, and indulges himself in a pathetic 
lament on their backwardness in the good 
cause. Next come the '* remedies **, of which 
the following are a sample ; — '^ A rigorous 
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censorship of all French works admitted into 
Spain " ; and he considers the Holy Inquisi-^ 
tion as the best judge in this particular : — 
*' The erection of monuments in all parts of 
Spain; some to commemorate the deeds of 
Spanish patriots, and some the enormities com- 
mitted by the French.** '' A medal to be 
strudk which shall pass for current money, 
having on one side an armed Pallas trampling 
under foot a Fury (the honest author hinuielf> 
for example), and then as a motto — " Gallia 
victa, regnante Fernando Septimo.'* On the 
other side he proposes some such device as a 
'' king and a dragon " (why not a cock and a 
buU ?) wtth « Fides Gallica." But I think 
you must be surfeited with his ^^ Remedies et 
Preservativos,"* 

• In another patriotic pamphlet the French are treat- 
ed with very little ceremony — " Bandidos son, no guet- 
rer68;---monstruo8 feroees, no bombres, contre los qnale9> 
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I must now give you some little account of 
this garrison. More than two-thirds of the 
town is in ruins, and the houses which do 
remain afford little more than bare shelter. In 
the one which I occupy, I am indebted to 
some tarpaulins as a security from the rain, 
and which has, in spite of all precautions, more 
than once overflooded me. Massena opened 
his trenches against this fortre63 on the 15 th of 
August 1810. On the 26th, eleven batteries 
commenced their destructive fire. The gar- 
rison consisted of 5000 men. On the 27th 
the large powder magazine in the citadel blew 
up with terrific explosion. Half the artillery, 
and a great many of the inhabitants, who had 

todos los medios de venganza^ todos los caminhos de 
esterminio, por horribles y sin exemplo que se los 
suponza^ estan autorizados en la equidad^ y en la jus- 
ticia !!" What would the enlightened Vattel have said 
to this? 
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there sought shelter from the shot and shells^ 
perished. Massena^ upon the reduction of this 
important fortress, advanced into Portugal, 
Lord Wellington retiring before him on the 
Coimbra road. 

There is no society here but that of the 
Portuguese officers, which is very so so. In 
English, we muster as foflows;^ — ^the go- 
vernor, an officer of the medical department, 
and three of the commissariat. The present 
garrison consists of two Portuguese regiments 
and some dismounted cavalry. About the 
middle of last m<onth a very fine regim^Qt^ 
the 7th Ca^adores, marched through, and in 
which were several British officers. Their 
situation, however, seems far from being an 
enviable one ; the manners and habits of the 
Portuguese being so opposite to ours that 
little friendly association can subsist between 
the two. They have no common mess« and 
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their only general meeting is that which taikes 
{dace on parade. The esprit du corps^ there* 
fore, which confers such a marked character 
upon British regiments, must not be expected 
here, and the only conceivable bond of union 
must arise from the consciousness of their be-* 
ing embarked in a common cause, wherein 
they are resolved to do their duty ; but to 
the private relations and friendly sympathies, 
which ought to subsist between fellow-men 
encountering the same dangers, they seem 
completely estranged. The Portuguese, how- 
ever, are not without their virtues ; they are 
grateful, both for the real assistance we have 
afiSbrded them, and for the knowledge they 
have acquired from us as to the movement of 
armies, and indeed of the whole routine of 
miUtary tactics. The docility with which they 
have submitted to be taught, cannot too highly 
be commended ; and had the 3pwiards been 
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of the same humble mind, they would have 
presented a respectable army in the field, in- 
stead of a band of ragamuffins. 

It is entirely *to Marshal Beresford that the 
Portuguese are indebted for being what they 
are. He has been to them what the Count de 
lippe was in former times, the creator of a 
regular army out of a heap of confusion. To 
effect this he was compelled to have recourse 
to measures of severity, which shocked at 
first the pride of the nation. The command 
of regiments had generally been reserved for 
those of noble families, without any regard to 
their military talents. Boys, and even in- 
fants, as sons of fidalgos, were gazetted to va- 
rious ranks. The attention of their new 
leader was soon called to such abuses; and 
some of Lord Beresford's early general orders 
contain such notices as these : — *^ IIP^ Seiior 
, Major of , is superseded in his 
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command^ not being able to write his name" ; 

— '' 111"?^ Senor , Capitao of , is 

also superseded, having been seen embracing 
a common soldier, to the subversion of mili^ 
tarjr discipline", &c. 

I picked up an anecdote the other day, 
which I thought laughaUe. It was at the 
Governor's table, on the feast of St. Anthony, 
the patron saint of the Portuguese. — When 
the people of this nation threw off the Spa- 
nish yoke, the entire success of the enterprise 
was attributed to the plenary protection of 
St. Anthony; and the new king (John IV.) 
was compelled to declare his saintship gene- 
ralissimo of his armies. The monarch, they 
say, blushed to countenance the superstition, 
but was obliged to meet the wishes of an en- 
thusiastic people who had just presented 
him with a crown. The bust of the saint 
was accordingly carried in solemn procession ; 



70 I/ETTBB V. 

and hemg placed at tlie head of the army, 
was, with a most miexampled celerity of pro- 
motion, endued successively with the uniforms 
and insignia of the various grades. He wbA 
first made Corporal St Anthony, Serjeant St*^ 
Anthony, Capitad St. Anthony, and then Ge- 
neralissimo St. Anthony. The bust was al- 
ways carried at the head of the troops. All 
orders were issued in his name. But, alas! 
in the first rencontre with the enemy in the 
neighbourhood of Sabugal, a fatal shot carried 
away St. Anthony's head! Universal terror 
immediately pervaded the ranks^ and the sim^ 
pie Portuguese paid for their superstition at 
the price of a total defeai. 

The country round Almeida is one uni*- 
formly arid and rocky {dain, extending, with 
little variety or f ehef, as far as the eye can 
reach, except on the side towards the Coa 
and (m that towards the north, where the 
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prospect is bounded by the dismantled town of 
Castel Rodorigo^ built on a hill^ and distant 
three leagues from the garrison* The $rst 
Spanish town of any note is Ciu&id Rodorigo^ 
distimt six leagues; and the nearest village 
is that of Aldea de TObispo*. The conti* 
guity of two rival people, one would have 
thought, arguing from the natural love of su- 
pericMity in mankind, must have ^ven birth td 
emulation and industry on either side; but 
the advantage is altogether with the Spa- 
niard. A rumiing stream forms the boundary 
of the two countries. On the Portuguese 
hank is the wretched villpge of Val-de4ar 
Mula, inhabited by a few squalid beings ; on 
the opposite shore, and at the distance of a 
mile, is the wealthy and populous^ vfllage of 

* Aldea de TObispo, « Village of the Bishop/' Aldea 
may be derived from the Greeks »><Sociyu, the same as 
KUfjA, " a viBage", is derived ^rom Kui*i(v, 
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Aldea. Hei*e the farm-houses are exeellent^ 
the church well kept, and the inhabitants to- 
tally differing both in features and costume. 

A few evenings ago I rode over to the said 
Aldea, for the purpose of purchasing some 
wheat-straw, which the Spaniards chop very 
small, and give to their cattle as forage. As 
it was Sunday, and a slant's day to boot, such 
a propitious conjunction could not be allowed 
to pass without some more than wonted fes- 
tivity. Upon arriving at the viUage-green, I 
found two rustic senoras and their partners, 
who were mo^g in the lazy mazes of the 
fandango, accompanied by castanets. The 
village damsels were arranged on one side of 
a square, and before them stood the Orpheus 
of the place> bandy-legged, and lame like the 
great Tyrtseus, and attired in the usual cos- 
tume of slouch hat and chocolate-coloured 
Vest. He sung and played at the same time. 
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His only instrument was a kind of wooden 
dram^ like a tambourin, but square, and ap- 
parently solid, though hollow and filled with 
something which increased the sound. This 
instrument is probably some remains of the 
Egyptian sistrum, which was usually embel- 
lished, if I recollect, with the figure of a cat. 
Even this device the Spaniards might assume 
with a local propriety ; for the Sierra de Gata 
(Cat Mountains) are in this neighbourhood. 
At a little distance from this festive group 
were a nmnber of Spaniards, mostly aged, 
who seemed as intent on the dance as though 
they had been solving a problem. After tak- 
ing chocolate with the Senor Padre (the 
priest), I returned to Almeida just as the 
gates were closing for the night. 
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ST. PK0RO DB BIO SECO^ NOV. 15*. 

The disastrous turn which our affairs have 
taken must already^ in part^ be known in 
England. Bad news is a quick traveller. 
Fourteen days ago^ and had any one hinted 
the probability of a retreat^ he would have 
been regarded as one whose untoward nature 
it was to draw the worst auguries from the 
£Edrest prospects. Nay> had it rained stones, 
or had an ox spoken from the governor's win- 
dow, the portent would never have disturbed 
our confidence. 

On the 1st instant I had gone over to Pin- 
hel, a neighbouring town, to be present at 

* The letters between July 30th and November 
15th contained nothing worth transcribing. 
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the annual fmr. On the following day a cou*- 
rier arrived, bringing me a note from the go* 
yemor, countermanding some commissians, 
and concluding with — *' Head-quarteis are at 
Valladolid, and our army in frdl retreat." I 
lost no time in returning to Ahneida, anxious 
to kam what I could of the true state cf af- 
fairs. 

On the 3d, a letter was received from head- 
quarters, then at Rueda, desiring that ar« 
rangements should be innnediately made by 
the governor and commbsariat for the recep- 
tion of 6000 &ck. Abcmt the 7th they began 
to pour down in great numbers, having heen 
hurried off from the hosptals in Valladol^ 
and Salamanca as &st as transports could be 
collected. This village of St. Pedro, distant 
four miles from Ahneida, and possessing a 
large church, was soon fixed upon as the most 
convenient place for a temporary hospital. I 
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took up my residence here on the 6th. The 
greatest part of the village being in ruins^ 
there was little to choose among the habita- 
tions which were standing — all being equally 
wretched. At length I found one which af- 
forded a small room detached from the family 
apartment^ and which now serves as salon, 
office^ and bed-chamber. 

A great number of the medical and pur- 
veyor's department arrived on the following 
day, and before night the church was nearly 
filled with the sick and wounded. Next day 
it became literally crammed Aill, as every hour 
brought in a considerable arrival. From day- 
break to dusk I am incessantly engaged in 
attending to the applications of officers in 
charge of parties, and requiring transports, 
provisions, or other assistance. When the 
£Ettigues of the day are over. Staff-surgeon 
K- , and Mr. , one of the purveyors. 
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are my regular guests at dinner, when we so- 
lace ourselves with ^n-twist and segars. Our 
viands are not of a very cosdy description, nor 
of any extensive variety. Each day sees the 
table spread with a wooden bowl of rice-soup 
and a lump of tough beef; but we eat it with 
thankfulness, and never fail to recollect what 
a sweet morsel such a piece would have been 
to many a poor fellow during the retreat. 

K is a German, exceedingly tall and 

spare in his person, extravagantly fond of his 
pipe, which he calls his " wife", and possessed 
of a vast fimd of humorous anecdote. A few 
nights ago, as we were sitting in triumvirate 
conviviality, a soldier entered to say that "^ a 
lady was without, desirous of seeing me. 
The night was dark, and the rain descending 
in torrents, when, in a lane at no great dis- 
tance from my quarters, I found a cavalcade 
consisting of a female on horseback, another 
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on a mule with an infant in her arms, and a 
MtHtnan leading a baggage animal. Chie oi 
ihe Usaiales addressed me with an unnecessary 
apology, and stated herself to be the wife of 
Staff-surgeon . She had been travel- 
ling since break of day without knowing whi- 
ther; her husband, who was on duty, having 
£nled to overtake her on the road. She was 
drenched with rain and nearly famished ; the 
whole party having had nothing but two bis- 
cuits amongst them during the day. I con- 
ducted them to my billet, where the miserable 
fire of the inhabitants was soon kindled into 
a flame, and f<^ from time to time with hay 
Mid straw; for of wood there was none but 
what was too green for prompt burning. 
While they, were drying their driving gar- 
ments, my servant was all alacrity in pre- 
paring some fried collops ; and honest K , 

forsaking his pipe, insisted on being allowed 
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to stand cook for the infant. There was 
plenty of white hread and goats'-milk in the 
house, which the culinary skill of the doctcxr 
soon converted into excellent pap. While 
this was going forward, I went in search of 
the Juiz, to endeavour to procure tiiem a 
quarter for the night. This was no easy mat- 
ter, every place being &11, and the night so 
advanced that the doors of every house were 
closed. At length we discovered one oeeu- 
pied by a corporal and four men belonging, to 
an escort, who were content to relinqiush 
dueir room and fire, upon my ei^siging to 
send them a canteen of rum to assist them in 
wearing away the night in an adjoining shed. 
I can scarify describe one half of what I 
have seen and felt during my residence in this 
vi&age. Imagine to yourself the sufferings of 
ihe poor sick and wounded feUows dragged 
along in open buUock-carts, under an almost 
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incessant rain; some of them with their 
womids festering from want of being dressed, 
and ail nearly famished with hunger. A 
great many died in the carts, and a still 
greater number, unable to endure the tor- 
tures of being dragged along over roads so 
rugged, crept out and died by the way-side. 
One would naturally suppose, that scenes 
like these would soften the minds of the suf* 
ferers into a mutual sympathy and tender de* 
sire of imparting relief, as far as they had the 
ability; but from what I saw myself, and 
heard from others, very Utile of this generous 
feeling existed ; while some, urged on by pmn 
and hmiger, evinced a ferocity of nature at 
the thoughts of which humanity sickens. It 
is fearful to think that the pangs of death 
were rendered more bitter to many by the 
eager contention of the survivors to become 
possessed of any little article of property 
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which the'e4>iring sufferer might have about 
him^ such as a shirt/ handkerchief^ or a piece 
of biscuit. In some instances death was 

accelerated to obtain them. K 

told me of a circumstance which came un- 
der his own observation. A poor fellow 
was lying in the hospital at this place^ whose 
leg had been amputated. A mortification 
ensued^ and many hours could not have 
elapsed before deaths in its naturld course^ 
must have put a period to his misery. It 

was in the morning when K told the 

sufferer that he could not survive twenty-four 
hours. Visiting the hospitals towards even- 
ings he was surprised at not discovering his 
patient; and upon making aiquiry £rom the 
attendants^ was informed they had just buried 
him. Suspecting some foul play, he had the 
body taken up, and discovered such marks of 
violence about ibe throat as fully confirmed 
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his rospicions. A "few dollars which this un^ 
ftHTttinii^e tium was known to possess, had led 
some of his comra^s to the perpetrsdon of 
this atrocity, but who the miscreatits fwere coaM 
never t^e di^ovfered. They themselves pro- 
bably survived not many days ; for the niorj 
talHy was a Paging one. As soon as %dght set^ 
in, the wolvtes, which are fitmierous in 1^ 
part, pit)Wl about in droves, and quicfclyM- 
moVe the bodies from the lihdlow graves wfaiel) 
are hastSy scooped out to teoeive them. 



.AhhfainA, Koir. 

I HAD no time to finish my letter at Rio Seco ; 
it bears indeed *but too matiy tnftrks of the 
haste in which it was written, and 1 fear you 
will be puzzled to decipher it. I returned 
hither oh the 19th, the liospital 'having been 
cleared as expedifiou^ as ^sible, wider the 
impression that tfie Ftench woidd pur^ite us 
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into Portugal. Armmg qum Hmhtis dt my bid 
qsmters, I ioarnt that the gowmor bad s^t 
off difli inondng f or £iudad KodorigPt^ate 
i;iOid Weffipgtcm. The irepG^Sb. M^ cmjtmi 
diat ilfae Firanch iiioiild. oondooHi^ ^ .fo^w m 
up, but Qftlho IbBowiiigdby it iieeme undecn 
stooi that thej wore iratiting vi^n SUbmnofii^ 
9pd uBimeiiiatelyiiiir itroofa hSfgwiQ mm^.t& 
into Tvinter Gadtoftniflnte* Tw9 or <i^V!eo. 4fi){9 
Qifter'Aifl, J ttosiyed off^is jlo il»felo& tX^f»fM 
9t WSisL Torpf^ ja arilbge. ialmit ilqip Jeagftet 
irom ^fpaiiriiim, for ibe purpose .of .wpavish 
lenfli^g (the sup|^ (tf l^e jSpi^h a«my, .wUdi 
yimio^mifjm bif dinsims ihrnugh ^t (dace, 
on Ji^ may to G^SJim. flifty ^fmlio^krmst^ 
b^ .wi^ tfecutfciiad :ahr#«dy ^v^ %ej^^ 
bttt to prpai»eifit|^r«»l* oripl?^ wnsiungflSr 

^ih^fil»ii;<^ *h^igre^^^ 4w»!«»red 
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to be wondered at, since it had been brought 
up from the Duero in open carts, and exposed, 
during the six days of passage, to an incessant 
rain. The first division of the Spmiish army 
arrived shortly afterwards, and were loud in 
their complaints when they found such miser- 
able entertainment. 1 permitted their commb- 
saries to select the best of the biscuit, hopmg 
that a fresh supply would arrive before Ihe 
second division marched in ; in this, however, 
I was disappointed. The troops bivouacked 
in the streets, as the houses could scarcely con- 
tain all the officers of the staff. Large fires 
were kindled immediately, and every shed, 
fi)und empty, pulled down for the purpose of 
inverting its timber into fuel. I was amused 
with the Spaniards' mode of messing. The 
biscuit allowed to a mess is put into a cauldron 
of water, vegetables of any kind, cabbage, 
onions, ffarKc. nay even thistles beinsr added. 
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When suffidently boiled^ the mess is sum- 
moned by a sergeant^ and consists of fifteen 
or dxteen exclusive of two or tbree women 
and children. The women being allowed but 
half the rations which a man recdves and a 
child but one fourth part, the distribulion is 
effected in the following equitable manner :— <- 
they all form a circle round the cauldron, each 
furnished with a tin pot and spoon. At the 
first signal the men advance, and take out a 
spoonftd. At the second, the men and women 
advance together. At the third, the men only. 
At the fourth, men, women, and children ; and 
they go on in this order until the whole is eaten 
up. 

On the following day, the second division 
arrived, and the biscuit having become so hot 
that you could scarcely bear your hand on the 
heap, the troops, headed by their oflicers, broke 
out into an open riot, forced their way into the 
church, and proceeded to plunder all before 
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tham. Sa iafttrfntea did titej sdttn^ thrt I 
beo^ftfie bt kn^hccbnpeled ta^fiect niy ieseape 
by the winAowy as alt remonstrances oH my 
|iaM wcve^ met ^h danow ai](id iofiuli* Ire-* 
paired txr AeSpaonuk getiei^s qmart»r> and re^ 
liorieA the difeimittittiees. iie recriv^ iofy tk^ 
pi^eseiitotaoii hfjbiSOmg xae J^fir^ edolljr thit We 
fllMmld haVt'^rotided Aesh with hetttst entei^ 
tafaiQdtent. 

As I had lai^w nathh^ more to do at Yidtk 
Tovfm0, I sent nly f^^ort to belul-<|iiJEurl«s^ 
aiid returned to Almeida* l}fon arrival, I 
had the ^fealmre of sieetKi^ #itb C«|>taiiDi 

— ■' -, Hjy efar^l^ ac^|ifatiitaiice at 0|)(»t()i 

I gave him the best shake-down my poor 
qiittttt^s eoiild afibrd, Jmd received lin oUttple 
retum in heairmg fretn hkh a tedtxi H Ikat 
l>ftrt of ^ fetveat wMcb M under his^db»- 
scfrration* Had the Spaniards b^en at att 
hearty in tlie eduse tins letreiri^ from Bui^pos 
yfolM never. iiave happened; but the troth 
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aeems/to' \», ikat tfa^y unJjL ncathertheiDfielyee 
resist the Frendb uox aasbt tis ia %ht]hg theis 
own bmtl^. Th^ Qothuddsm ifUs^ the Maikif 
I^os^ and the kibafaHlants o£ other gr^at towns 
which our troops eutei^d^ eVmced^ w^ of a 
very douhtiul character. To those who looked 
&rtiber than the surface, it was evident that 
there existed a geMral iod^Bteence as td vhe* 
ther the French were dri¥en out of Spain or 
not« A great pyirt ol the nation regard the 
fiOAtest M one between France and cmrsehres ; 
f^ We are conipellQi''> my, they, ^' to fight them 
somewhere, and the Peninsula is as good a 
ilbeafare £»: war as ^e soil of any other couni- 
try**' By this view of the case, which perhaps 
may haye some truth in it, aU oonsideeataoAS 
of gratitudsL become of course excluded. To 
assist us is only, they think, to prolong the 
4Mmtest to their own prejudice ; and though 
|i^ha{» they would he well pleased to he rid 
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of the French altogether^ yet so lightly does 
slavery hang about them^ that they consider 
their redemption as not worth the price they 
must pay to obtain it In shorty you may say 
to a Spaniard what a Greek master was ac* 
customed to say to a manumitted slave who 
had abused his freedom^ — *^ Be a dave^ since 
thou knowest not how to be free/' 

Aldiough our troops suffered much during 
the retreat^ yet upon the whole it may be re- 
garded as a very masterly performance, and 
calculated to throw a lustre upon him who is 
the life-blood of the cause, less dazzling indeed, 
but more solid perhaps than what attends on 
victory itself. The enemy's cavalry were more 
than twice the number of our own ; and with 
all the ardour of their national character su- 
peradded to that which pursuit itself inspiresf^ 
hovered upon the march, and harassed it unr 
ceasingly. Much of the privation which our 



■■■PI|fPMP«IPVIIPilP^«il«i « *■«* 'Vl J 



LETTER VI. 89 

men sii£fered^ with regard to provisions^ was 
attributable to tlus cause ; although much^ no 
doubts was owing to a want of subordination^ 
which is so difficult to preserve in a retreating 
army. The depdts on the line of march would 
have been fiilly adequate to any fair demand 
could due methods have been found to effect 
the distribution of the supplies ; but while the 
incessant annoyance of the enemy rendered 
the transport of provisions difficult to accom- 
plish^ the troops themselves were so little sub- 
ject to strict discipline that so long as they 
could shoot pigs, or break into wine-ceflars, 
they would not bestow a little pains in pro- 
curing provisions through the regular channel. 
On the plains of the Aripeles, it was Lord 
Wellington's design to draw the French into 
an engagement, when another signal victory 
would doubtless have swelled retreat into 



triimq^^ But tiie enemy si^wec) no 4lapo0|T 
tion to vo^t m again on that proud field* 
CaptaiB n was on^ of the laat of owis 

in SakiBo^ncaj and which he left jnst a^ th^ 
Frepieh were entering by tb^^ o^podi^ g»|te« 
Previous to his ^epartiure^ he witnessed a hu« 
msm(m if^itmp^ of politiea} tergjiyi^rsidlwm. 
THe |^ef^)i^ of a c^^S^honse in tb^ Plo^^ 
upon oi^r first entt anpe in the summer^ dJ9* 
played over his door a boards notifying '^ Calf 
pour les Officiers Francois." As such ani in* 
scription was no> longer availahle to mine host 
when we had become masters of the dty^ and 
was at the same time no pleasant memento 
rf the Gokiiur of his patriotism, hej with a pre- 
sentiment of its fulm*e utility^ turned the of- 
fensive side to the wall^ while a painter was 
empk>yed to depict oa the other the novel 
intimirfaon of '' Good English Coffee House*" 
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Senor Bonifacio was in the act of restoring 
the sign-board to its original reading as my 

friend TW le»TOig tke square. « Ex 

uno disce omnes." Next summer I hope to 
hear of tie tables Uing turned again. 
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VIZEU^ DECBMBBB 10^ 1812. 

The day after my last letter was despatched 
to you from Almeida^ I received orders to ac- 
company Deputy Commissary General , 

on a tour of inspection which he was about to 
make through the cantonments of the army. 

On the evening of the 29th ultimo, we set 
forward from Almeida on our journey, and 
with some difficulty obtained shelter for the 
night in the ruined village of Carvilhal, dis- 
tant about three leagues from the passage of 
the Coa. This was indeed a place of wretch- 
edness and desolation. The houses were all* 
either roofless, or rendered otherwise unte- 
nantable by being stripped of their doors and 
window-frames, which had been burnt for 
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fiieL In one of the hovels mto which we 
peeped, allured by a little light proceeding 
from a decaying fire, we discovered four of 
our soldiers lying dead around the hearth, 
while a fifth was just expiring in a comer. 
They were of the number of those who had 
been hurried down from the Spanish hospi- 
tals. The Portuguese inhabitants did not 
exceed a dozen in number, and one of them, 
who officiated as a juiz, shewed us to a stable, 
where we prepared for passing the night, by 
kindling a fire, and spreading our bearnskins 
as near it as possible; the servants, horses, and 
mules occupying the rest of the interior. I 
slept as soundly as though reposed on down, 
notwithstanding the squeafing and kicking of 
our long-eared beasts, and the lengthened 
arris * or curses of the muleteers. It is ho- 

* The execration which the muleteers of Spain and 
Portugal use to drive on their beasts^ or to scold th^n 
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nest Saadio^ i hdame, who exclaims, ^ Bless- 
ings vBpon sfeep, for it corers a man ifl ofer 
Ke a cloak.'' 

We rose enrly mnd contiinied our ro«te 

for misdemeanour^ strongly savours of its oriental origin. 
They say, '' Axvet Mnlo ! " or " Airaira Mulo ! " witk 
a peenlitr giKktural drameliiig vut of the camne rm. 
The origin of the word is doubtless the Hebrew -nK> 
" execratus est", but properly ''propellere, abigere", from 
the Arabic t, according to Schultens. Arraiva ! is 
used as a general execration. From this root is also the 
Greek o^a, '^ a curse ", which seems to have had a pecu- 
liar efficacy in cattle-driving even in 'Homer's time. ' See 
his deicnption of .the heisMb of iEkuadfts, where we. find 

n«XAe^^ /xi(X«^»o(ai if^wniu^y roXJU» I^a^m^* 

iht^a>^P> 431. 

Ifay: not ^ wond mmt used bf .the xwitfih»3 in ^)9kn 
speare, oome from the same source, viz. ^ninn^'lst per- 
son perfect of the verb injf, " I curse " ? If this con- 
jecture is not admissible, it is perhaps as near the mark 
as its 4BiKviiti«ai 'ftmx a ^rowmtite, iend ^som^ others 
iH^^'^Mrtw %Mi given. 
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ii|)on CelmricD. As we advanced, tihe appiiar- 

Bxnoe of the eomrtiy begaa to mfNrova Thtf 

track of war fao#ever ^as still but ixio yisi^ 

lake. NuDibdrs of carts kdea.witii wk and 

wounded, and leUoWied by crowds of faaU^ 

fiEtnyhang women and dsildten, were abwly 

mwing on bj -the same route with oursdlves. 

The Sierra Eatrefia aaouirtains began to, riae 

in migesty before us as we advanced^ and thet 

niiagep to-put on amore^maiiig appearance. 

. At Beiia ^ Cora^ considered llalf-^wa^7 be* 

tweeu Ahndlda and Cekmco, we stopp^ to 

rdBredi ait an esisellent house belonging to the 

cuiEate of tiie parish, a hospitahfe and benevCh 

lent ^dmracter. He has been e^ctrasoiely kindl 

in^ his 'Eiiaitioii te 4he ^sick who haw passed 

this way, and fan JtouKbodper, . wlio seems to 

be made of '8tenier¥rtuff.th8nihersn88ier,,o0in« 

plainipfd tdf fais iftLvii^ garen away nearly aSSi 

the gispes and ^apples wldeh hadbeea iaid k 

ft>r-wuiter46tock. . 



HPi*^»— ^i*^^il«^«WPl^»»WV^BWPWP*r 
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We now crossed the Mondego> and it was 
late in the afternoon when we reached Cek>- 
rico, and nearly night-fall before a Inllet could 
be obtained^ as every house in the town was 
literally crammed with British officers. 

On the 3d of December we again set for^ 
ward. The season was as mild as you have 
it in May> and the country as we advanced 
seemed to put on some new feature of beauty. 
The Estrella snow-capped and mingling with 
the clouds on our left^ the ridge of Busacos in 
front, while the Vizeu and Tonnes mountains 
enclosed us on the right. Numerous flocks 
of sheep^ with fleeces rivalling those of the 
Merino breeds were seen pasturing in the fer* 
tile vales beneath the Estrella^ and up the 
mountain sides as far as the eye could reach. 
From the countless streams which descend 
from these lofty mountains^ the pasturage is 
of course extremely luxuriant. The fiist 
village after leaving Celorico is Cortico, and 



! 
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a mile or two farther Villa Cortes^ from which 
you have Coral in view^ and on the left Lin- 
hareB> deeply embosomed in the Sierra. 

We neict came upon St Payo^ a pretty ro- 
mantic {dace, ffltuate on the banks of the river 
Mello^ having a good stone bridge^ and the 
best bu3t church which I have seen for a long 
time. The 12th Light Dragoons were quarter- 
ed in this and some adjacent villages^ which all 
abound in forage. Continuing our route^ we 
passed near Govea on tiie left, in appearance 
a handsome town. Some years ago an En- 
glishman established a cotton manufactory in 
tills place, when, after he had sufficientiy be- 
nefited tiie country by a disclosure of his art, 
the Portuguese, witii Christian gratitude, cut 
his tiumit. A splendid looking convent for 
men stands a littie without the town. The 
cowled generation are but few at present, and 
tiie greater part of the edifice serves as an 

H 
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hospital for our sick. We put up for the 
night at Vinho, and had quarters assigned us 
in a priory^ where I had considerable enter- 
tainment ia ransacking an old library of his- 
tories and antiquities. In this place therie is 
a convent for women; a particularly neat edi* 
fioe built on the banks of a little river. 

On the fdilowmg day's march we closed ift 
with the base of the Estrella range* Arriv* 
ing at Peoanzes^ whegre we fell in with tb^ 
high road which crosses the Sierra to Castello 
Branco^ nothing could exceed the beauty of 
the scene. The eye wanders on every side 
over innumerable villages^ From one pwnt 
we had in distinct view the viUages c^ Stt 
Passar^ Sta. Mariana^ St, Martinha^ St» Jago, 
fita. Comba, and CeaHon^-tbe-hilL We struck 
out of the high rood> and bent our course to«- 
wards the last-mentioned place# for the purr 
pose of making some arrangtements with Ge« 
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neral Cfinton^ who was quartered tbere. The 
roate to this village b truly delightful. You 
aseeod^ as it were^ by d^es cut through 
grores of fir and chestnuts, which make the 
travdOer ferget the asperity of the ascent 

Arriving at Ce8> which stands about one^ 
third of the way between the base and the 
sununit of the mountain, the eye was grati. 
fied with a highly panoramic view of this wild 
and diversified country, and which may he 
called the Switaerland or the Highlands of 
P<nrtugal; the latter indeed with the utmost 
propriety^ as we finmd the hardy aons ol the 
Idlt, the brave 42d regiment, quartered here. 
To one so long accustomed to scenes of desola* 
tibn and misery, every thing seemed to put on 
a new and enchontiBg esstence. The mhabitr 
ants appeared to live in comfort-^l^at exr 
pi«««ve wo»d xHiich eoB^iehenas aH wWcb 
vt» uflUaUy imdfiFstaad by peaoe and pknfcy. 

H 2 
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I was delighted to renew my acquidntaiice 
with the feathered trihes of the barh«door; 
those rars aves in the part of Portugal we 
had quitted. The town itself was just what 
it appeared in'viewing it from a distance — 
the houses good, and the Praza excellent. 

After completing some arrangements with 
General Clinton, we directed our steps to- 
wards the palace of Luis Bernardo, a great 
fidalgo, and brother to the Bishop of Guarda. 

Mr. had known him in the time of 

Sir John Mooi'e ; since which period he had 
not seen liim. Our surprise was great and 
painfiil upon arriving at the spot, to find no- 
thing but the ruins of this once magnificent 
edifice. We learnt, however, that the family 
still inhabited a small tenement adjoining the 
ruins, which in happier times had been the 
conservatory, and was now transformed into a 
comfortable sort of dwelling-house in the cot- 
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with Bernardo and his family. The.dimi^ 
was superb, md am^e enough fer a dozen 
visitors. We were served on massy plate# 
which. Ike old graitieman said had only been 
disinterred fitim its faiding'^place in the garden 
fiinoe th^ xsapture of Badajos. In the evening 
we wex^ ioftroduDed to the three daughters of 
Senor Lxak, afld to the Padre of the fttnuly* 
Tfae jdung; ladies contensed tti very good 
English, having been educated at Lisbon, 
where our language is looked upon as an es« 
aeiitial branch of polite edtication. 

I found the Sefior Padre a very agreeable 
and weU^Jnfbmied companion, and he gave 
me a good deal of information respecting the 
bhffln of mountains known to the Romans by 
the name <rf Mons Henninius, of which llie 
Eatrella are a part That point of the Sierra 
near Govea, which I haye already noticed, is 
supposed to be ihe place from which Virki- 
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tiu* nuhed upon the Romans and drove 

* Tliia Virotna is exbdled by Cioero, in Lib. it. c xi. 
At Officiis, at one of those magnanimoui ^eebtwters who 
are remarkable for their equitable distribution of the 
plunder among their own confederates — a kind of Ri- 
naldo Rinaldisi. 

" Itaque propter aqoabilem pnEdn partitionent, et 
Bardj-IiB lUynn Lrtro, de quo est apud Theopompum, 
magna* c^es babuit; et multo majores Viriatus Luaita- 
nui, cni quidem etiam exercitss noatri impentarcBqae 
cesaernnt." 

And in the same strain Diodorus Siculus in Frag- 
mentis apud Excerpt. Vales, p. 346. — 

OupiatTflof i Xii5T«p5;''t * Auff'iTati; tai iiiiaio( hi ft T(("i 

(«mura( f£«f)TDi( ivpox* rri Ji ou'Jii wiAvf is tv> xouit 

0'u>iu>junvii> ovTv, Tifu'iTXC olotii Ttrei X9irii> ivipyiTiit ■» 

There are other pasEageSj both in Appian in Ibe- 
rih, and Florus, which sufficiently prove that Viriatna 
VM something more than a common robber. 
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them through Viseu^ die plains of which latr 
ter place are distinctly seen from Cea. There 
are three or four lakes on the top of these 
mountains; the Lagoa Rodonda^ in ascend- 
ing to Sabugiero^ Lagoa Comprida, near 
Manteigas^ and the Lagoa Escura^ m that 
part of the chain known by the name of the 
Sierra de Cantaro, which rises above die other 
part of the ridge in the form of a pyramid ; 
the lake being on its siunmit. The Padre 
assured me — I do not stipulate for your be- 
lief — that whenever there is a storm on the 
Portuguese coasts between Aveiro and the 
Mondego^ the waters of this lake become very 
much troubled; and in a history of Spain and 
Portugal written by one Joao Yaseo^ that au- 
thor affirms that he himself saw some frag- 
ments of ships taken out of this lake. These 
waters abound with a sort of fish^ which I 
suppose^ from die Padre's description^ to.be 



LETTBR Til. 105 

the char. The rivers Mond^^ aod Zizery 
have their sources in these maiintoins; the 
l^t discharges itself into the Tagus at Fun- 
hetta with great fiiry and impetuosity^ and 
its waters are distinguishahle from those of 
its great recipient for a considerable lengdi of 
course, by their gravelly colour, while the 
stream of the Tagus itself is remarkably dear. 
After breakfasting with Sefior Luis, we set 
forwards on our journey^ and dined with the 
commissariat officer stationed at Galiizes. I 
mention this, because during dinner a note 
was brought to him, whidi afterwards became 
the means of jprocuring us a night's lodging 
very opportunely. The billet was penn^ by 
the fair hand of Signora Maria Joze, niece to 
the Capitad Miuor of La Roza, distant three 
leagues from Galiizes. It appeared to have 
been written under much alarm, and for the 
purpose of receiving some advice as to the 
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ooursa she ought to pursue under the follow- 
ing circumstances:— 

A British major who had been quartered 
at the house^ purchased at his departure Maria 
Joze's palfrey; and after having had him in 
possesncm ten days^ had sent him back under 
pretence of his not being suitable, and request* 
ing to have the purchase*money returned. Sig^ 
nora Maria not having yielded to his demands, 
had that morning received a letter from him, 
threateningher with the resentment of the com-» 
mandant at Celorico, who, he said, was about 
to send a detachment to make her prisoner. 
This was of course a mere fiction. 

In the evening we mistook the road; and 
having wandered about an hour, without 
knovdng whither, we found ourselves at length 
entering a village, which proved afterwards 
to be La Roza, and a good league from the 
road which we ought to have kept. The 
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inhalntaiits . had ail retired to sleefp; bufe 
arriving before a large and handsome house, 
vte commenced such a battery at the door as 
soon broiight some one to the window* . All 
adnnltance was obsthiately refused^ on account 
of the lateness of tibe night. Enquiring where 
the Juiz lived, we were told that there was 
no Juiz in the place.~*^ Where do officers 
then apply for billets r said we. ** Usually 
here, the residoice of the Capitao Majunr/ 
was - the reply. I 8uq)ected immediateiy 
whereabouts we m^re, and resolved to practise 
a military stratagem, in order to gain admit* 
tance. '^ Pray", sud I, *^ is not this La 
Roza?" ^ Si, Signer," said the voice of some 
aged person. ^^ Is there not one Signora 
Maria Joze living herer ^' Si, Signora, si,** 
eageriy replied some young veoman concealed 
partly behind a balcony. '^ Ilien/' said I, 
pointing to Mr. ^ '^ here is the com* 
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mandant of Cdorico.** The doors were opaied 
to us in a minute or two^ our horses led away 
to the stable^ and we were cordiaUy received 
by the Capitao Maaor. Maria Joze soon 
made her appearance, and we immediately re- 
cognized the voice which had addressed us 
from the window. With true feminine impa* 
tience she was for entering directly upon an 
explanation; but we observed rather dryly, 
that it would be better to defer it till afier 
supper. The hint was not thrown away; and 
having cmrselves repaired to the kitchen for 
the sake of the fire, we soon witnessed very 
substantial preparations going forward under 
the careful superintendance of Maria. Joze. 
After supper the cause was heard vi great 

form by Mr. , and the pleasing judgment 

recorded '' that Signora Maria Joze was not 
bound in justice to take back the horse.** 
The best wine. was now produced. Maria 



LETTER VII. 109 

Jo2se^ who was really handsome^ though not 
very youngs appeared quite fascinating, and 
the old Capitao became extremely facetious. 
On the foUowing morning we were regaled 
with a sumptuous breakfast; the fragments 
of which were duly transferred by Maria in 
perscm to the capacious pockets of the al- 
forge* belonging to a sumpter-mule. The 
most unpleasant part now remained, that of 
undeceiving mine host and fair hostess; but 
so far were they from feeling offended, that 
they seemed to enjoy the joke mightily, and 
we parted the best friends in the world. We 
took care, however, to let them understand 
that the ungallant letter of the major had no- 
thing in it at which they ought to be alarmed, 
for that the threat respecting the commandant 
of Celorico was pure fiction. 

* An alforge is a capacious pair of saddle-bags. 
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Mr. , in frwt c£ the Busaco Sifflrra, 

which we were now approaching, recapitu<^ 
lated the leading features of the memoraikle 
battle fought here in September 1810, when 
Mas$ena was advancing upon Lisbon with his 
army of 90,000 men. 

The position of the British and Portuguese 
infiintry w« on the ridge of the Sierra, which 
is semicircular, and our line extended sev^i 
miles. We plainly discovered the Carmelite 
convent which formed the extreme left of our 
position, and also the ^ot where General IfiU 
^ected his well-timed junction. General 
Paine was stationed at the baae of the riit^e 
with his cavalry, while that of the enemy oc- 
cupied the opposite viU^gea. The Portuguese 
fought so well, that the French said they were 
EngUshmen dressed in Portuguese uaifeiins. 
Massena beaten at every point where he at- 
tacked, mwig^vred ej;tremely well Not be- 
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ing able to force our poatkm^ he mthdrew 
his troops silently round the north end of the 
Sierra^ and gained the high road to Coimbra, 
which movemwt ccxnpelled Lord Wellington 
to fall back upon the hnes. Massena thought 
us in full retreat^ and that we should embark 
at Lisbon. Full of this persuasion he pushed 
on, leaving his sick behind, and taking no 
measures whatever for the supply of his army. 
His surprise was of course any thing but an 
agreeable one, when he found our army safely 
entrenched behind those impreg^ble barriers 
which Lord Wellington had, with singular 
fiwesight, taken ewe to form as soon a» he 
Iraded in the Peninsula. Alter his well known 
sojourn before our lines without being able 
to effect the least impression, Massena and 
his army became compelled by famine to x^ 
tire upon Santarem, whither Lord Wellingtcwi 
pursued him. 
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We arrived in the dfk:emoon at Raiva on 
the Mondego^ after a march of six long 
leagues^ not much short of thirty miles En* 
glish. Rmva is a place of no note, nor will 
you be able to find it on your map, as it con* 
sists only of a few salt-houses. It is, how- 
ever, a place of great importance to us at 
present, as the Mondego beyond this ceases 
to be navigable^ and we have large magazines 
formed here, from which all the troops on the 
Estrella line draw their supplies. It is di^ 
tant four leagues from Coimbra. 

On the following day we set off for Fozdad 
in order to return towards Almeida by the 
Vizeu road. Our route lay along the banks 
of the Mondego for about a league, and we 
then ascended an exceedingly steep mountain, 
from the summit of which we descried the 
conflux of the Dao and the Mondego. On a 
little peninsula between the two is Fozdad, 
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'ere desirous of reaching. When 
I it, however, from the dizzy height 
) had arrired, the steepness of the 
1 the extreme narrowness of the 
cb we were stuiding — where if the 
bipped or become alumed, one 
lid have precipitated us into the 
&th— occasioned sensations of no 
iture. I felt'an involuntary shud- 
1 <Usmounted through cowardice. 
ne minutes before we could discover 
>y which we could descend, and at 
■ a most tortuous and fearful route 
the river ride, and were ferried over 
Ifo to the little port of Fosdao. A 
ras established here under charge 
iguese commissary. The other 
; all appropriated to the reception 
commodity which confers on this 
some share of commercial import- 
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ance« It is collected here in large quantities 
from Figuera, at the mouth of the Mondego, 
uid circulated hence throughout the ad- 
jaoent parte of Portugal, and even into Spain. 
We had quarters this night at Ov^a, a Tillage 
on the Vizeu road, and in the house of a 
hospitable old prior. 

On the following day we set out for Vi^u, 
At Santa Combadad; a short leagiK from Ova, 
we paid our respects to the Capitad Maior, 
who lives in a princely house, which Massena 
did him the favour to visit and plunder as he 
was advancing to the attack of Buzacos. 

A journey of six long leagues brought us 
to Yi^u, a town which ranks next to Coim« 
bra, and 'fr<Mn which it is aghteen leagues 
distant. The streets are as good as any in 
Oporto, if you except the Rua Nova, and the 
sh^ps are ^eella:it. A bishop's palace, cathe* 
dral and prison are all adjoining each other. 
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Without the town are the remains of a Roman 
camp^ and the ruins of some towers built by 
the same people^ by whom this place was 
called Visondum. What with the guards 
who c^e quartered here^ and its being a ge- 
iieral hospital stati(m> Yizeu is at present 
quite thronged ; we ^boU remain he^e a few 
diftys, and the^ r^tu^i to Almeida qn o^r way 
40 Oalliqia, pn th^ frontiers of which it is 
jK]^U[^ we shall tei^ up oxan wint^r-qu9r|;Qr3« 
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BRAGANZA^ JAN. 8^ 1813. 

It is now nearly a week since we arrived in 
this city, where we are likely to remsdn until 
the army once more begin to move forward. 
On the 25th ultimo we left Almeida for the 
province of the Tras os Montes. We were 
attended by a Portuguese escort, as a security 
for 20,000/. in specie which we were carrying 
with us, to be appropriated to the purchase of 
cattle in Gallicia. The day of our departure 
was ushered in by a deep fall of snow, so 
much so, that our baggage mules were able 
to perform but a very short journey, and we 
were compelled to stay the first night at Fi- 
gueira only four leagues from Almeida. As 
it was, it was nearly midnight before the bag- 
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gage came in. We were fortuni^ in meet- 
ing with some pleasant society, who assembled 
to an evening turtullia given by thie commis- 
sariat officer - stationed here. A Spanish fa- 
mily from Madrid was of the party, and the 
evening passed very agreeably in music and 
dancing. After supper we were entertained 
with some patriotic songs, in which the Spa- 
nish kdies were the principal performers. The 
words of these are generaUy indifferent, often 
absurd, but are arranged to wild and pkuntive 
national airs, which &11 upon the ear with 
pleasing melody. The foUowing is a stanza 
of one which I begged from the brother of 
one of the Madrid ladies, and I wish I could 
have procured the music, which was really 
very pretty. The words, you will see, are a 
curious mixture of the empassioned with the 
burlesque. 
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Al «ntia> b1 «rniii> Eka^agfidl^l 
La patria nos llama^ (XHxamos 
Al anaa^ a vengarla fieles> 
O' como buenos mueramos ! 
iJo a crMulas esperanzas. 
]^ piBchb kbtiis ; to tair&slildb 

Oh! Mdont! pwle somllMrlos ? 

fhete is tiodiii^]^ !h )!us ^ti mdk^ tHti 
fiitntest ttp^itjacli tb the inspirmg jpodty rf 
lYl^«^> t^e war-iBbngS of ihte Gettttan <5rldim, 
Bt to any of the Stbttfah piieees ; aiid sottie tif 
tiife odHieir istemias aire iftiil of A Vei^ 6o£^e low 
fititilbiiir ; "bM pst it is trtie l^t songs of titds 

* Tliib Fi^ndi iu*e understood 1^ grillos, <' grass- 
H^pers " or '^ loeusts ". 

t OH ! baldon ! '' Oh ! reproach ! " This word was 
fermerly written Wdroh and baJladron from tli^ Latin 
^tr6.— ^' Bak^on^ ^ f&xdkton, hat)kdor; (ftA tim 
palabras y no mano8."--Coyraruira8. 
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description often have a greater influence upo^ 
the people for whom they are written^ than 
thpse wherein the poetry is of a higher ^rder. 
It is Hume^ if I reeottect^ who ha3 not thought 
it heneath his historical dignity to remark 
that *' LillibuUero " forwarded the reyoluldon 
of 16^8 ; and we know that in the first Ame^ 
rican war ri^cule of this kind wi^ a very siuc^ 
cessfiil engine in promoting the eause of In- 
dependence* The Sp^ards^ however^ seem 
to have iimx^ ta^te for singing th^^ figbting. 
)vhile the poor Portuguese, who sing Uttle m^ 
write no bad versesj fight like helloes. 

As we advanced on our route w0 h^^n to 
descry the diat^t summ^ of the ^fm os 
Monies. The deep snow of the precedMig 
day was rapidly dissolvings a^d the sun s^ne 
out with the warmth of an English M#y. 
At Castel Mjelhor we saw the renj^ins of a 
Mi^mfih m^^, built on a $t:e^ hm> ^^ m^ 
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spection of which scarcely repaid the trouble 
of ihe ascent. 

We were now approaching the pass of the 
Duero^ or rather of the Coa^ which discharges 
itself here into the Duero^ a little below Quinta 
d'Orgal. After a descent of about one mile by 
a road extremely rugged and laborious^ we 
gained the banks of the Coa^ and crossed to 
the opposite shore. There is no ferry from 
the Quinta d'Orgal side over the Duero. The 
ascent from the Coa to the town of Villa 
Nova Fos Coa is not less than four miles. 
We halted here for the night, and the Juiz 
de Fora insisted upon receiving us into his 
own house, and on our departure gave us a 
letter of introduction to his brother Seiior 
Moira, who holds the same official post at 
Braganza. 

The whole of the next day was consumed 
over a mareh of little more than three leagues* 
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The mules^ which carried eadi 4000 ddUais, 
could scarcely keep their feet in thiB preci** 
pitous track by wMch we once more descended 
upon the Duero. Arriving there at leagih, 
we found a bark suffidently capadoua to r&- 
ceive our whole cavalcade at once, amounting^ 
to twenty-one mules and horses. The current 
is here at all times very rapid ; at' the present 
time much more so than usual ; and it was 
with considerable difficulty, and not vrithout 
drifting far out of our course, that we succeeded 
in disembarking on the Tras os Montes shore. 
The remainder of the road to Torre de Mon- 
corvo was excessively tdtsome, though every 
pains had been bestowed upon the road in 
order to relieve the asperity of the ascent. 

Monconio is an excellent town, with good 
streets, an extensive prafa, and one of the mo3t 
sumptuous churches which I have seen in Por- 
tugal. There is here too an unfinished castle 
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QiagDifictttlf built of white fireMitoii^> withSa 
wlucb die Alcddi * Maior has his imdebee^ 
AIbo two pxkoiis and a coiiirent for men* I 
was qnartered m tibe house of a fidalgo who 
htld the rank of colonel of Ordinanaas. He 
had a large hsoSlj of daughters, who were 
totally inmihle, this bdbg what they call a 
casa graye, ^' grave house ^ The men servants 
were aSl excluded from the interior, and the 
entranoe to the kitchen and w^ntien's aplurtr 
inents were as dosely secured as any Turkish 
haram* Leopold Henriques> the patron, wad 

* Alcaldi^ Alcaide. This term for a mi^istrate is 
a[iore peeuUar to Spain than Poirtiigal* and we met with 
it for thf fivst. time in Monoorro. It la of o^oxae aa 
Arabic word^ as the article Al prefixed testifies* . For- 
merly there were several classes of alcaldis^ viz. alcaldis 
of the king's household^ alcaldis of districts or chancelle- 
ries^ alcaldis de las aldeas^ or villages^ &c. In Spanish 
romances any person with a venerable beard is eomi^*' 
meated wkh tiw title 
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exteeibeljr Eberal in Us eDitortaiimiaDt. HH 
adbed me a ifaoosand queirtions dturing suppor 
ifcBpeeting female ediscadon in Eilgland^ aiid 
whether th^re were tot dome Gatholic com 
TBnte> as he had an idea bi sending Ins farfdlj 
evM* to be eduoated. 

On the foUowiag lliobiing w&seniour bag»^ 
gage aad escort forward bjrthedir^ rtbad 
to Braganaa, yfhSkd we omBelyeH detetmiiied 
npon keqdng the one beneath the cridst cf ih£r 
Diiero mountains^ in otder to have isome cbn«^ 
versation as to the i^esources of the Tras ca 
Montes with ihe Capiiao M»or of €astello 
Bninco* I^evioaB to leaving MoncorvD, Senor 
Leopold^ in answer to some enquiries^^ gave 
me a pleasing account of the fertility of this 
part of the country. 

In the extensive vale of Villarifa^ which 
begins at about two leagues from Moncorvo 
on the direct road to Braganza, canimo or 
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flax grows in great abundance and wkh sur*^ 
prising luxiiriaiuse^ bfimi reaching fifteai pi^^ 
irigo or wheat yields eighteen for one, and' 
Indian corn 250 and 300: for one. Flax is ripe 
in August, trigo in June/ and Indian com in 
September. The fields are wonderfully piKK> 
diictive of mdons, and the olives are larger 
and redder than those produced in the Beira. 
Instead of the ordinary press for obtaimng 
the oil, ihey here make use of a curious man 
ehine of straw phiited together, catted ceiria*, 
through which the ott filters. 

Leaving Moncorvo for CasteUo Branco, our 
attention was soon drawn towards a mountain 

♦ The word ceiria is derived, I think, from the Latin 
seria, whidi was an oblong vase in which oil, wine, and 
salt were preserved by the Romans ; sometimes money^ 

•s/ 

'' Et o si 

■ • r 

Sub rastro crepet argcnti mihi seria dextro !" 

PBB8IU8. 
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rising from the plain like a ocme^ and coy^red 
from base to summit with pines and firs. It 
had evidently, at some preceding period, been 
volcanic, as we picked up several pieces of lava 
cm the road. It is known to the peasantry 
by the name of Cabesa dos Muiros (Moor's 
head). Having heard that there were the re- 
mains of some sepulchres visible near the sum- 
mit, we pressed two peasants as our guides, 
ia,nd began to ascend, leaving our horses auad 
servants in an adjoining field. Our guides 
thought us frantic, and crossed themselves for 
wonder when they heard we were ascending 
for the pleasure of looking for some tombs. 
We surprised a wild pig who was slumbering 

• in the thicket, and regretted not having pro- 
vided ourselves vrith a fowling-piece. When 
we reached the summit, there was an appear- 

■ ance of what might have been a crater, but 
neither sepulchres nor relics of any descrip- 
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(Qomte das Coteadas^ end we iM balf a league 
more to Cast^Ho Bra»cQ. Ilie ji^gidor of tbe 
^age> upoii ^sisomruig tbftt ^ were Eor 
g^fam^vi and Q» our (way <x) tt^ Capitif^ 
Maior^ offered to beooioe .ow^ ^rwd^* His 9c^i^ 
•tioes were ^my aceeptal)l^« as from ti)e klt^ 
.caoy ^ tibe road, aod the ilai^kpess of the njght, 
\TO should m all pobahOityhave lout our way- 
The Capitao il/bHoT was on the point of re- 
tiring to rest when we arrived. His hou^e 
wae truly magniBeent, nor did he disparage. it 
.hy any lack of hospitality* 

CHi the following day our route lay through 
Mogaduro, a place of very eonsiderahle anti- 
quity. We found the Jui^ de Fora living 
-,rithia a castle, or^y MoorUh, part pf 
which, in the interior space> had been con- 
yerted into a convenient dwelling-house. 
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tifiil bridge dTMoorafa nclstecitxafe, vad, oa 1I10 
hoghts above were the (ruins of a JcmAe, bmtk 
by the same watlifce people^ for the ^pmrpoiM 
of comTnimding the passage of the riv^. We 
paned tbe lugiit at Oa/baxo, and haTk^ on 
die fitDowingmormng paid oar respaots to the 
Capitao Maaoc, iwbo infaabhs a good house on 
the rata or frontier^ we set forwaxds for Bra- 
gann^ distant fimn Quteiro three leagues. -We 
were delighted with the idea of having readied 
our winter-quarterB^ and called immedii^ly 
upon Senor Moira, the Juiss de Fora^ and pre- 
sented his brother^s letter. The bishop^s pa^ 

lace was assigned to Mr. for a biflet, 

and I i^ived one for myself upon Seiior 
Garcia, a wealdiy woolkn-draper, with an in- 
timation ihat any odier in the town should be 
at my command, with the exoeption of those 
houses inhabited by the clergy, who are rery 
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numerous w Br^aiizay and all exempted from 
mifitery requiflifion. Here thm, in the titular 
dty of the crown of Portugal, we are destined 
to pass the winter ; and happy, thrice happy 
may we deem ourselves m being removed for 
aseasonfix)m those scries of fearful misery mid 
desolation, which shock the aght ia but too 
mimy other parts of Ihb fruitfiil kingdom. 

Braganea has never known the horrors of 
war. The French, indeed, in the time of Sir 
John Moore, attempted its capture, but were 
repulsed by the brave peasantry who inhabit 
the raia. This city retains therefore all its 
original pride ; and her second boast is, that 
jber merdiants are as honourable as they are 
wealthy. Here, it is said, a bankruptcy has 
never been known. On approaching the city 
from the Miranda side, there is nothing of it 
discoverable but the castle, until you are on 
the point of entering. The castle itself is 
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now in a state of ruin^ although part of the 
walls are yet in good preservation^ and f^v* 
nished with some rusty cannon* Within its 
precincts are a number of little tenements, 
which serve as barracks to the mifitia of the 
place. Descending from the castle hill, you 
look down upon the town, which, in its lead- 
ing features, consists of two principal streets, 
running parallel to each other for about half- 
a-milcy terminating in an extensive pra9a, and 
thence diverging under new names to the 
right and left. The palace of the bishop is 
a magnificent building. His lordship how* 
ever resides at Castro, a little village about 
one league distant, and in a very humble 
mansion. The palace is under the care of one 
of his private chaplains. The clergy here are 
rich, and, as far as I can see, very much re- 
spected. There is a peculiarity in the costume 
of the canons which I have nowhere else ob- 
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0erved-^H3xcept atodng the partridges,-*-which 
18^ that they are all red-legged^ their rtockings 
being of a bright criimon. There are two 
convents for women in the city ; one appro- 
priated solely to the reception of Cnnates of 
noble rank^ the other much inferior both in 
point of wealth and discipline. To this last 
I have paid several visits^ and they xnake no 
scrapie to open the upper half of the door in 
tho vestibule^ where we are allowed. to ooi^ 
verse with the nuns under the survdllance of 
two or three of tiie more antient damsels of 
the order. 
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SRAOANSA, JAN. SI, 1813. 

In my future fetters I will endeavottr to vend 
y<mi isince you deakre it j as cwreet w itinerar^r 
«6 I Gioi. Chk tiiie mm rotids tbe distance is 
always to be JEbund inretty conreetly stated in 
a published routwo of the oountry; faift 
whenever we move out dT t]»s tmk we am 
tibien feft to our oym ealddation of distance 
or to the uMertwi mfocmatiou ^ the pev 
santry. To shew you h0w fittfe depeodenoe 
« to be placed upw this last m^hodj I will 
relate what took place a few days i^^ 

I we^ anxious to reach a viflage on tb# 
frontiers of CWllaa by ^el early hour in the 
moriung; aoeordifigfy I left Braganm at day- 
Imak, haraig h^m previously told th^ tihe 
diataoce was fowr le«gues^ and that audi a 

k2 
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village was mid-way. I rode forwards^ passed 
the half-way-house^ and beginning to think 
myself near the end of the journey^ I inquired 
of a peasant " how fer to Monzalves V " A 
league and a Kalf^^ was the reply. In less 
than five minutes after t\m, I put the samq 
qiiestion to a countryman coming along on 
mule-back : *' Huma legoa chiquita " (a very 
short league) said he, casting down his eyeft 
rather proudly on his ambling beast. Almost 
immediately afterwards an old goatherd af- 
firmed Monzalves to be distant « a good 
league " (huma legoa bda). The fact is^ the 
one took his ideas of distance from the speed 
of his mule; the other from his usual rate of 
walking/ which^ from his age^ would be none 
of the fastest. My next informant told me 
that Monzalves was ^'inuito perto** (very 
near). Another^ after I had ridden a long 
mile, described it as being at the distance of 
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''huma tirar de balo" (within musket-shot). 
At lengthy after, riding at least half a. mile 
further, I discovered the village in a valley 
beneath me^ and then had a hill in front, 
which took a good quarter of an hour to de- 
scend. 

I shall now give you some account of our 
first expedition into Spain. This dty^, as I 
jtold you I believe in my last, is to be our 
head-quarters for the winter, and from which, 
as from a centre, we shall make excursions 
into the neighbouring provinces, for the pur^ 
pose of ascertaining the resources of the coun- 
try against another campaign, and of drawing 
from it such supplies of cattle as they may 
afford. 

. The 14th and 15th of this month being 
fair-days at Outeiro and Miranda de Duero, 
^we set off for the former on the evening of 
the 13th. \ was quartered in the house of 
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one Frwciioo Martel, the Tetierable fSsither of 
a numeioiis progeny. His sons, seven in 
number, urere a& soldiers; and he rdated it 
as a singular boast, that not one had ever de^ 
serted. 

On the following day, a good many head of 
OBtde were brought in for sale; but a report 
having heea drculated that we intended to 
embargo them, and to settle With the owners 
by trills on the military chest at head-quar* 
ters, they all disappeared in less than an hour. 
It was in vain we aimonnced, through the 
medium of the escrivano, that all purchases 
diould be paid for at Braganca; our credit 
wai not yet estaUished. Tl^re was a brisk 
sale for iron, which was brought in consider* 
aibfe quantity from GallicM* Among the Spa- 
niards present at the feir were a few officers 
of the army attached to die Intendancy of 
VaUadofid, now sitting at a frontier town 
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called Trabessas. We found tihie same dis- 
trust of us at Miranda whieh we had expe- 
rienced at Outeiro. Not a single bullock was 
to be seen* I was quartered in the house of 
a bragging, talkative feUow named Joad Bap- 
tisto, who had published an account of his 
own patriotism, and which he said he should 
be proud to lay at '^ my lordslnp's feet "• 

This city is now rapidly verging to decay, 
owing to the stagnation of trade, which is all 
transferred to Braganxa* The cathedral is a 
sumptuous pile, built of remarkably fine free*- 
stone. On approaching the altar, my atten* 
tion was drawn towards a curious little figure, 
about six mches high, dressed in a short 
jacket, and holding a small ^be of crystal in 
his hand. My conductor could only inform 
me that he was a " saint^; and confirmed his 
assertion I^ crossing himself most devoutly.--^ 
The Pra^a b tolerable; and at the farther 
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end of the fowh^ towardis Spain^ are the re^ 
mahis of a fine Mciorish castle, with its batde- 
ments and turrets in excellent preservation. 
We went down to inspect the Duero; for, in 
the event of the army advancing, Miranda 
might become an advantageous spot for a 
large depot, since supplies could be thrown 
direct from it upon Salamanca, from which it 
is distant only fourteen leagues. The scenery 
of the Duero is awfully wild and grand. From 
a dizzy height you look down upon it, foaming 
along its craggy bed, while the ascent on the 
other side appears impracticable, and presents 
to the eye nothing but a wall of nearly per- 
pendicular rocks, of which the eagles and 
other birds of prey seem to have undisturbed, 
possession. The descent from the Portuguese 
side is nearly two-thirds of a mile; and the 
passage across the river is effected by three 
ropes which play upon each other through 
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running hlockfr secured to a scaffoldiDg^ and 
in^orked by a wheel. On accciunt of the &ix 
there was a good deal of passage fix>m the 
Spanish side. The men twist their heels 
over the rope, having their waists secured to 
it by a cord, and holding on by theur hands. 
The womai contrive to sit in a sling, and in 
this way are drawn across with surprising ex* 
pedition. It was amusing to see a party con* 
sisting of half a dozen men and women, two 
or three cows, and some noisy pigs, all brought 
over at the same time. In summer the cur- 
rent is less rapid, and cattle could easily bei 
swum across. 

We visited a convent of the order of the 
cross. At present it contains only six monas- 
tics. There are but two of tliis order in Por- 
tugal, the second being at Mirandella^ where 
the Superior resides. We called upon the 
widow of the late Intiendant of Zamora^ VfhQ 
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was murdered by the peasantry three years 
ago on aceoimt of his supposed attachment to 
the French. This may serve to illustrate the 
difference between the two countries — the 
nobles in Portugal rule the peasants; the pea* 
sants in Spain nde the nobles. The widow^ 
with her four nieees, one of them a beautiful 
^1 of sixteen^ lives in a state of sorry exile t 
the greatest part of their property having been 
plundered during the massacre of her huo- 
band. 

Previous to quitting this dty for Spain^ the 
staff of the Miranda regiment paid us a visits 
accompanied by a Spaniard whose name and 
titte^ as per card^ ran thus — *' Don Melchor, 
Reggie Commissionado e Cavalhero do dis^ 
tinguido ordem de Carlos III.'* He gave us 
a letter to his friend General Renovales who 
was residmg at Carvijalas. He described the 
cattle resources of Spain as next to in&ittej 
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and assured us that the pound of meat would 
not cost more than two reals (one-tenth of 
a dollar). He also gave us to understand 
that the person who could fiimish the be&t in« 
formation on the subject was Don Andres 
O'Rian of Tabara, an Irishman by bhrth^ and 
employed by Lord Wellington on observation, 
which is an honorable expression for a spy. 
The Commissionado was a fine manly fellow^ 
a complete contrast to my vulgar and sel& 
satisfied patron Joad Baptisto. 

We slept this night, the 16th, at Paradella, 
a firontier village, and the following morning 
set forwards on our journey^ A little river 
divides Portugal in this part from Spain^ and 
which we no sooner crossed than, as if by ma- 
gic, pigs with thefar provender^ the bellota *, 
and comrfiekU met the eye. We som came 

'* The bellota is the acorn of the evergreen oak which 
is one of the distinguishing features of Spanisb scenery. 
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to Castro. It being Sunday the villagers 
were at mass. A smart lively woman was on 
the point of tripping into church when we 
arrived. Upon telling her we wished to hear 
mass, ** Vamos ! Senhores," cried she, and 
waited as though to chaperone us. The dif* 
ference between the Spanish and Portuguese 
women could never be better seen than in the 
instance before us. This lively Spaniard was 
certainly approaching what is called the regu- 
lation age ; but yet her open manners, her 
graceful gait, and the youthfulness of the Spa- 
nish costume gave her the attractive air of a 
g^rl. When it was whispered within the sa- 
cred precincts that Englishmen were in the 
village, the durate and alcaldi came out to 
welcome us. Religion was suspended, and 
the Senor Padre was so complaisant as to say, 
that if we would only wait until he had finish- 
ed mass, which he assured us he would do 
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with all passible expedition^ we should be 
welcome to his house and chocolate.- The 
country here is open and fertUe, and seemed 
to abound in mineral springs. A good many 
Merino rams and cattle were pasturing in the 
meadows. 

At about a league in advance from Castro 
we descended into a most charming valley. 
The reflection of the winter's sun was so 
strong that it was as warm as an English 
May> although the tops of the mountains 
were covered with snow. Through this val** 
ley runs the little river Liska, and surely if 
ever stream was worthy of the muse's praise^ 
Liska is entitled to her share. A rustic 
bridge for foot-passengers was thrown acroar 
it^ and innumerable flocks of sheep and goats 
were browzing its luxuriant pastures. The 
stream abounds in trout^ perch^ and a fish 
they call boga, which I suppose to be the 
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dace. Upon ascending the opposite hill we 
saw Muga on the left, and near it the ruins 
of a castle. In advandng from tins upon our 
place of destination, we were thrown into a 
little alarm. We were now within three 
leagues of the French, or perhaps nearer, as 
their outposts extended dose to the banks of 
the Ezla* As we were talking of this, three 
cmdry, a^arently in French costume, began 
to descend a hill in front of us* Upon ob- 
serving us they stopped, and one of them 
went back as if &r the purpose of protectmg 
a womm who was following at soii^^ little dis- 
tance. A droU kind of pause now ensued. 
Mr. - — - and mysdf w^ne well armed, and 
our two Portuguese isiervants indigently so. 
Putting ourselvies therdEnre into the most miur- 
tial ord^ we isould, we gall^ed up to tib^oot 
and demanded who they were. They drew 
out their passports, and proved themaebres to 
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be our friends the Guerillas. We learnt from 
Hiem iiiBt the Frendi haye a force of about 
1000 men only in Zamora^ and that an equal 
number with a detachment of genckd'annes 
had^ a few days before^ taken possession of 
Benavente. They conceived we should be in 
no danger of a surprise at Canrijalas^ as the 
Ezla was considerably swoUen^ and the Spa* 
niards had secured the boats to their owa 
side. Near Benavente, however, is the bridge 
called Puente de St. Oastino, but then there 
are detaclmients of Guerillas in all the villages 
on our side the river, vis. at Mani^nal, St. 
Vineente, St. Pedrico, and PeriUa de Castzo. 
About three o'clock in the afternoon we 
entered Carrijalas, and procured a^ bilkt from 
iiie Escrivano. As soon as^ we were estabUsk" 
ed in our quarters, we paid a visit to General 
Renovales. Mr. ~— • kept back the intro- 
ductory letter, until he sow what reception 
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lie' wduld '^e. uff as Englishmen* ' He wail 
freeiingly polite^ and felt^ashamed to he thawed 
into cordiality when we presented him with 
the epistle from his '' buen amigo, Don Melr 
chor.*" Fr<nn his house we proceeded to that of 
the ex-governor of Zamora,-who neceived us 
with every kindness and hospitality. Dinner 
was on the point of being served up, and he 
insisted upon out staying. Hungry ttayeUerv 
need little pressing. In the evening we .had 
a pleasant tertullia^ at which a number of 
Spanish ladies were present. We were here in-; 
troduced to one Don Gabriel Maroto^ who was 
stationed here on observation. Lord W. has 
nearly twenty persons siniilarly employed on 
this ade of the Ezla^ who transmit accounta 
to head-quarters of whatever &lls under their 
notice* 

On the following morning I strolled about 
to take a view of the town^ which can boast 
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of not more than half- a^ozen dty-like houses, 
the rest having the long^running low roofs 
which characterize the village. The church 
has nothing remarkahle ahout it. The walls 
are covered with miserahle dauhs of paintings^ 
all of which relate, as usual, to miracles. 

The following is an inscription written he- 
neath one of these hallowed tahlets, whereon is 
depicted a man lying on a sick hed, and pray- 
ing devoutly to the Virgin Mary, who is re- 
presented as peeping at him from behind a 
curtain — 

'^ Bernardo Casado San Juan Vicino y Ess"* 
desta Villa, estando infiermo de Acddientes e 

desauciado offricieron a S"* de Y Carmen i 

» 

luego sano. a.d. 1702." 

There was another picture of the 11,000 
virgins, but upon what occasion, or where so 
many were assembled together, I must leave 

L 
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to your researches to discover *. They were 
prohably not of Spanish origin. Opposite to 
this there was- a large picture of St. Nicholas 
raising up souls from purgatory. Behind the 
diurch Kf a grammar-schooi, where I found 
the ti^or boys reading Phffidrust We 1^ 
Carvijalas at noon on our return to Braganza. 
At Mi^a^ which I have before noticed^ we 
had some conversation with the alcaldi^ with 
the view of getting him to use his influence 
with the peasantry to send in their cattle fer 
sale to Braganza. We told him that it was 
during the winter season that we must pro- 
tide i^esouices for striking another blow agdnst 

* According to the legeiid> St. Ursula and ll^OOQ 
virgins were sent into Britain to be married to Conon 
and his knights^ about the end of the 4th century^ and 
wereeidier martyred on die sea by the barbarous pet^Ie, 
or by AMila^ king of the Huns. 
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^ los picoros Franccsies "^ Imt all onr effiirts 
to kindle in faim the flaioe of patriotiaia were 
answered with a frigid '' biot \ 

AlcaxtisDBs, daatazKt four lenguea from Carvi- 
jdv, is atolesaisfjr good town* Here we fhund 
the intendoncy o£ VaUadolid^ whidi had x&i 
moved from, Trabessas to this pluce two days 
befisure our ainrmd. The intendaiit Was abnib* 
dantly civile and in pleadii^ hia inability to 
forward our views^ regretted he not having 
any aaiihority in this district; but iiie truth is, 
he conU do a great deal^ but will not We 
staid the mght ak Trabessas^ and had ^artesa 
in the house of the curate. . He, good eai^ 
nan, wa» too agreeably occupied wi& the con-r 
xeraatiogBi of his nieee, who had just returned 
from a dofltaBt visit, to iq>are ua nmch of hia 
ccanpaoay. It is a littk singular that aimosft 
five cures out of ten whom I haxre met wsbb, 
hoTO difays an inmasfae possessing no ordinary 
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pretensions to beauty ; and this singularity is 
furthermore increased by the pretty inmate 
being invariably the good man's niece. 

We reached Braganza next morning in time 
for the fair^ but although there were nearly 
2500 head of cattle for sale^ we could only 
succeed in purchasing 120^ and those at the 
average of as many dollars each^ i. e. about 
36/. per head^ at the present rate of ex- 
change. Is not this a frightful price ? espe- 
cially when you consider that they will not 
average more than 300/. by the time th^ 
reach the army^ and they must even travel 
well to do that. As the 5th division on 
the Duero are entirely dependent upon us 
for their supply^ we are obliged to purchase ; 
but I hope that our unwillingness to give the 
extravagant prices asked by the dealers will 
have the effect of lowering the market. 

A few days ago I was at Yinhaes^ a very 
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pleasant town four leagues from this on the 
road to Mirandella, I could only purchase 
forty-two head^ and at exorbitant prices. I saw 
a pair of draught oxen, the property of Ge- 
neral Barcellas, sold for fifty moidores, equi- 
valent, at the present exchange, to 90/. ! 
I was billetted on a fidalgo, who entertained 
me sumptuously, and we had large dinner 
and evening parties both the days which I 
remained with hun. There are many mag- 
nificent houses in this town belonging to the 
nobility, the greater part of whom, however, 
had gone to Lisbon for the winter. 
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BftAGAMXil* FBB. 80^ 1813. 

t AM miiserdbly ^^^ppmnted in Bragaaea ; it 
Is the duBest piece I lever saw, and I now 
begin to r^et er en my poor "qttarters in At- 
meida, which stood so liospitaWy open to the 
wind ond r^. There, I had always the go- 
^fwnor's house to resort to, when in want of 
fiodefy, and it was seldom that a day passed 
without having myself an <^[^ortunity of be- 
ing hospitable to some British officer passing 

through. General now and then leaves 

his command at , and comes to us for a 

few days, for the purpose of gathering intelli- 
gence as to the movements of the French on 
the other side of the Ezla, but I suspect his 
reconnoisances tend ako towards a different 
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quarter. The old gofvemor^ a florid^ good-' 
natured, white-headed genti^naii of sixty^ 
who always goes forth to the public in a mort 
exaggerated gold-placed cocked hat, is married 
to a very pretty woman, possessed of moi^a 
grace and naivete than what Nature lavishes 
upon Portuguese ladies in general. Her 
Mster, Donna Mariana, lives with her; and 
the foul-mouthed chronicler says that the gal- 
lant general's attentions are well received by 
both ladtes^-*-the governor Uunself, good easy 
man» being 

^' Doctus spectare lacunar." 

So much £9r scandal, which in Ei^land is 
supposed to be the prerogative of tea-tables, 
where ladies $it in sdemn inquest upon the de- 
ceased reputations of their neighbour. From 
what quarter do you suppose I foraged this 
dainty morceau? Do not awtpect the women; 
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they^ poor things, are too well immured from 
all the rumours of this naughty world ! Not 
to trifle with your time, my informant was 
Padre Martinho, one of the chaplains of the 
bishop, who takes care of the palace. 

The Bishop, Don Antonio de Veiga, de- 
scended from one of the first &nulies in 
Portugal, and not an alien from royal Uood, 
lives almost in monastic retirement at the lit- 
tle village of Castro, about one mile bom the 
city. Some years ago he was, I understand, 
arraigned at Lisbon upon charges of no less a 
nature than incontinency and sorcery. Some 
circumstances of a very revolting nature tran« 
spired upon this occasion. The enquiry took 
place in consequence of a nun (whose situation 
would not allow of concealment) having blas- 
phemously given out that she had been fa- 
vored in a similar manner as the Virgin Mo- 
ther was m the days of Herod. She had 
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even presented the bishop with some phials of 
her milk, and by which his Excellency was said 
to have ynonght the cure of various diseases. 
People came to him from remote parts of 
both countries to be healed of their infirmi- 
ties: and it was but the other day that I met 
a peasant, subject to epilepsy, on his road to 
Castro for the same purpose. The nun, I 
believe, had the miserable fate of being stran- 
gled at Lisbon shortly after the trial. 

Mr. and myself paid our respects to 

him a few days ago, and he received us with 
such an air of humility ! His hands crossed upon 
his breast ; his eyes bent downwards on the 
ground; while a faint smile of inexpressible 
significancy played upon his pallid but highly 
expressive countenance. He is deeply read 
in ancient and modem history; and I felt 
truly ashamed when he touched upon some 
points in pur own annals, in which I ^tood 
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<)Qntkted of gross ignoratioe* With respect 
to religioufl liberty^ he made no scruple to let 
lis see tihe lifo^nlity of his opinions; and I he* 
lieve it would be no difficult matter to bring 
him to avow that the Pope is the chief heretic* 
He said» '^ that ihe mental errors of men^ 
while the great truths of neligion are mainr 
tained» are but as dust in the balance^ and do 
not merit those damnatory prohibitions and 
rancorous p^secutions with which ihey have 
been so often punished.'' Codd this be said^ 
do yon think, in sincerity? He certainly 
apoke with much wannth; whether real or 
afibcted I do not know: but how can he, if 
jaidi be his geniune sentiments^ carry on these 
pious &ands? (not to call them by a worse 
name). 

A few days afiber tins conversation, Mr. 
leoeived a kmg letter hmn him on the 
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ki$t he i^aid, he hapbd that the Englisli^ nrho en^^ 
joyed tiae peculiar aiad inestimable ptivik^ of 
'^ Habeas Corpus "^ were equally blessed Witii 
liiat of the ^' Habeas Anitaaum *• Mr. ■ ■■■■ 
has alnce forwarded the letter to His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Keut;^ as a literary cDh 
nosity of the country. The dissembling Ti- 
benus» you know> in the commenceinenit of 
his reign was wont to say, '' the toi^ues df 
men in a free state ought also to t)e free." 

Beiddes a bilfaop residing out of the tow^^ 
we hisve fern irc^bishop residing in the town, 
the Ardbbishc^ of Burgos^ a venerable Idnd- 
hearted man, ^ghty years of age^ who has 
come to Portugal in seautch oi that peace and 
retirement which his own country at firesGDt 
does not affi>rd» His income is 2sinall« and 
derired, I undierstand^ from the voluntary 
coiitribtttbns of the eabons of Burgos^ by 
whom he is greatly beloved. It is sufficient^ 
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however^ for the support of a moderate esta- 
Uishment, although nothing in comparison 
with the princely revenue he formerly en- 
joyed. He has with him a private chaplain, 
an amanuensis, four servants, and a kind of 
stateHMirriage drawn by six mules. Nothing 
can exceed his detestation of the French, and 
particularly of Napoleon, of whom there is no 
story, how absurd soever it may be, but he 
religiously believes. His antipathy to '^ los 
picoros " is not to be wondered at, for he was 
soundly cudgelled, poor man, by the French 
soldiers during the treacherous business at 
Bayonne, and narrowly escaped with his life. 
I firequentiy make him a morning visit, and 
generally find his amanuensis reading to him, 
while he himself is employed in manu&ctur- 
ing his own soup ! This is the edmplest sort 
of pottage imaginable; — some heads of garlic 
are kept simmering on the ashes in an earthen 
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▼essel which holds about two quarts of water ; 
a few minutes before it is required for use, his 
ExceUency puts in with his own episcopal 
hands, a certain quantity of red pepper and a 
small cup of oil; and the process is completed 
by pouring the whole over some thin slices of 
Spanish bread. I do not pretend to account 
for the apparent whimsicality of this conduct; 
it may arise, perhaps, from the doting hu« 
mours of advanced age, from the weariness 
and inanity inseparable from a state of exile^ 
or from a primitive simplicity of manners, of 
which the Roman Dictator is the great mo- 
del*.— 

— Curias^ panro qiue l^rat horto. 
Ipse focis brevibus ponebat oluscala. 

JUV. SAT. XI* 7S» 

* A French author of the last century, who has been 
accused of wantonly decrying the customs and manners 
of the Spaniards^ had probably met with a similar in« 
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The amaauensia aa I entered the other 
morjoiiig was entertaming the venerabte pre«^ 
late MFitb the aceount of a ludicrou? pedSigiea 
of Napdteon and JosephiBie^ and of tiie origm 
cf the name '' BuooMaparte "• Hia Elxcelfencjp 
ifiU not aDow it to be a pa8qpiinade» but 
hoUs it a piece of gemdne history. £& the 
9ame Mfork> Murai the Duke of Cleyes^ ia 
made out to have been a tinker at Cahora^ 
and after passing aome gk)omy years in kettfer 
mendings ^< d tal Murat paso anos atroJEi ve« 
mendado perolea **, was promoted to tibe post 
of waiter in the coffeerhouse of St Sebastian 
at Madrid. 

The only excursion which I have made 
since my last has been to head-quarters at 
Villa Formosa^ a few leagues beyond Almeida. 

stance when he says^— -'' lies grands d'Espagne se font 
m fHaad ngo&t dfui ail ou d'lin mffum ; qa'Os oade- 
aaoenk nm. ckttna d'aotgenft i Imt pot^ de peor que 
leurs domeslaqxiesiie manf^la^nand^qiii est dedsas/' 
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The route from Bragansa to Torrci de Mon- 
conro I copy from my journal :— 

LEAOUBS. 

From Bragansa to Sorter ..S 



Val Bemfeito 5 

' in com. 



(small villagej, rich 

ii 

(large and flourish- 

Bomes •• 1<. 

(mg town. 

rpretty village which 
St. CcMnba... 2J you Mack by a bad 

l^and craggy road. 
Junqneira..,.. 2 

Postella 1 

Moncorvo .... 1 

In approaehing Junqueira^ yon descend 
upon the valley of ViSari^a, the fertility of 
which I have already mentioned. Thi^ rich 
vale ia hemmed in by barren and lofty moun- 
tmns. The little liver of ViSar^a \mi» 
through it^ and which you croas no less than 
seven tiimes in the couitse of half a le^ue. 
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From a first view of the province of the 
Tras OS M ontes^ the traveller is not induced 
to think very favourably of its fertility and 
population^ but upon closer inspection his 
opinion changes. Cultivation of no common 
order wiU often surprise him m the very bosom 
of sterility^ and a cheerful village meet the 
eye virhere he least expected to find one. 

I slept tiie second night at Postella, a place 
consisting of only two houses^ both inns or 
estalages; one of them called Silvera^ the other 
Postella. Here you cross the Sobor by a 
very pretty bridge of seven arches. The 
river at this spot sometimes rises fifty feet 
above its ordinary level, and the people of the 
estalage shew a mark half way up the side of 
their house, which is built on an eminence^ 
where the water reached three years ago; 
but this only happens when the fresh of the 
Duero breaks in upon the current of the So- 
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bor, which discharges itself into the former 
about half a league below the bridge^ and^ as 
it were, under Moncorvo. 

I arrived at Almeida the following day, and 
todk up mj quarters in the hospitable man- 
sion of the gorernor. I ieamt from him, tiiat 
he had it in contemplation to solicit a briga- 
diership in the Spanish service ; and certainly, 
to a man of enterprising character, this service 
presents a wide field ; one, so choked with 
weeds, that the flowers are scarce distingui^ 
aUe. Theh: army is at present an incongruous 
and tumultuous mass. The delicate line which 
ought to run between the private wd the 
officer is trampled on and effiiced. A desire 
for mifitary appearance, that sort of neatness 
bordering upon pomp, but never reaching it, 
is totally unknown* Spldiers and officers axb 
alike slovens in their persons ; or, if they do 
perchance make a display more than ordinary, 

M 
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it is but of a tawdry kittd> like embroidery 
upon sackdodi. It is no small pdnt gained 
to make a soldier proud of hhnself^ i. e. of Ins 
dresSj &c. And ii is a curious faet^ that tiack 
balb and pip&day have contnbuted more to 
the iirrindbility of our troops than you would 
nnagine. I i^nt a ^feasant day or two with 
Captain > whose brigade is quartered at 

* * * _ 

GaH^os^ afew leagues <m the Portuguese side 
4)fCiudadltodorigo* Alargebamintlusvfflage 

• r 

has been converted into a temporary theatr^, 
and the c0mpaMi has had the honour^ during 
tl>e wii^ter; of exhibitinga number <^ peces to 
^'< overflowing and briKant houses." Captafo 
— — is their chief man^ stage^nanager^ and 
actor of first parts. A few we^ ago he ap- 
peared in ^ Zanga.*" Lord Wellington and 
his staff were present. On the next day hb 
lordship took the field with lus — ^fox hotmds^ 
mid in the ardor of the chase^ Captain 
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i9vb tiumtm fiom Us faorie datom mer*. jLordl 
WdMfigton witness^ die i»i«itrt){)litv wA 
askedwho it wask ^^ It % duly Zi^a w«^1»q§^ 
Ub &ee> my loni'V said Ctdondl ' --' " !■ . ' ■" isii* 
iTBB xidbg by. St>:iiiiu;h: for heedHi1tartfi>« 
httnldag aneedote. We a6^ and tbto. have « 
kind of hu&tdng party of oar own nt BragotiBat 
for wb»^ m6 ure indebted to th4 matiSisMxiKm 
pack of a «p()]^ng bu^di^ if| tbii oltyy 7(4^^ 
Ifefidoza. jHe (iaifi(i& ecmsanphiief ^th Hb^ 
Bttle p«igi£stio hetoof «>iitom^ coimtTy^ ivliose 
&me he has heard of, and ki^^rtit his .pr€M 
tofidona to tihe br(N9d by:hiiviii^> €« de^v^al oc^ 
easiotii/ i^wii likDa^lf^^-^t^ Aytiicfp UtO^ 
imH4a.^t hfire b^' ^tisi^ tfafd mofttkigf 
at^rs^^ A k^umber of jik;k-dB8es pa6s^ tiirOttgii 
from Gfffida. ^ Th^y i!p«t« till of uneoiiwaon 
size and substance, and kept for the purpose of 
begetting mules. Their housings were sump- 
tuous ; and it was pleasant to see these poor 

M 2 



164 LETTER X. 

ereatures/Bo despiised m many countries^ led 
almig by^ir owners^widi as much pride mai 
car6 as if they had been staUicms of Araby* 
Ther value of one of these animals varies £:am 
60 to 100 gtdneas ! I must not.omit to infonn 
you of a discovery which I have made, viz. that 
Braganza is the Paradise of the Jews. The 
merdbants and respectable shop-keepers are 
iu^ly all oS this persulision. It is true, they 
haye no synagogue, and an open profession of 
theif faith would endanger their lives-^cer-* 
tainly thear liberties. I understand* howeverj 
they" meet privately among themselves, and 
celelttbte th^ Htesiof their (ihureh as a sort of 
freemasonry, while in thdr outward behaviour^ 
and th^ir attendance at mass, they are hyper- 
catholics. The wom^ have no communion 
whatever in the Levitical ceremonies. 
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33]}. 

P.S. The French have been ravaging Al- 
canizas, only four leagues from this^ and are 
at this time near Puebla de Zenabria. The 
ArchlHshop of Burgos^ and a number of the 
wealthier inhabitants, have precipitately lef|; 

the place. General • is here> and we 

ride out daily towards the frontiers in order 
to gain intelligence^ His remark to me re- 
specting the Spanish army is exactly similar 
to the opinion of the governor of Almeida;— - 
'' The peasantry make the best soldiers in 
the world, but are headed by the worst of 
officers/* 
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MAfcCtt 17, WIS- 

Ok tke 1st instant we 1^ Braganza cm a tour 
into Galficia. Our route was as foBows:-— 

lXA<||0ft 

KoiraQuto •••••••••••••••••I 

MouzalTes*.*.* 1} 

Musquita.* •••••1 

These are the distances as stated by the pear 
santry, for here we have no routeiro to refer to* 
At Moimento we crossed the Utile river of 
Tuela^ and entered upon Spain. Here we met 
^th one of our cattle dealers, driving on about 
200 head of small cattle towards Braganza^ 
which he had purchased in the neighbourhood 
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of LttgfK We wer^ detahied so lon^ m te^ 
viewing the herd, and talking oyer the price 
to be paid, that it was nearly dark when we 
resumed our jounley. We had not proceeded 
£Eir before we began to apprehend that we had 
mistaken the way. The traveller who thinks 
of journeying here by roads and directions of 
places, will frequently find himself ^^ously 
mistaken. Portugal and Spain, in some parts, 
are only to be known by trees, rocks, moun- 
tains, or other features of nature, which re- 
mark holds good of all wild and mountainous^ 
countries. Mr. , who had been here be- 
fore, luckily rescued us from a wide aberration, 
by recognizing, at a little distance, a peculiar 
group of trees on the other side of a ravine,, 
and by which object we regmned the right 
track for Musquita. Quarters were assigned 
us by the Alcaldi in the house of the Senor 
Abbot. This being the night of the Entrudo, 
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called by us the ere of Shrove Tuesday^ the 
village was one scene of music^ merriment^ and 
feasting : they seemed anxious to devour meat 
enough to support them during the approach* 
ing Lent. A large party was assembled at 
die abbot's. Masters and servants mingled in 
the same dance. It was a night of peifect 
equality^ and passed away amidst 

'^ Quips and cranks and wanton whiles/' 

such as lighting pieces of tow^ and throwing 
them at each other's faces, sprinkling one an- 
other with flour, and filling their neighbour's 
shoes with cold water. 

On the following day we continued our 
route, with the intention of reaching Las Her- 
n[iitas before night, distant seven leagues. The 
route was as follows ; — 

LEAGITK* 

Pereiro.... ^ 

Alcanizo • i 
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UBAOttJU 



Peishero...** 1 7 intermediate villages^ Solvero^ 

Viana 3 j Suano> Montejo> Pinsa. 

Fomellos ^ 

Chad de Castro... ^ 
Las Hermitas 1 

Alcanizo is a small town^ and very dirty^ but 
at this point the ama^g fertility of Gallicia 
began to open upon us. The prospect was 
extremely fine. In front of us rose a sierra*, 
the crests of which were buried in the clouds, 
and capped with snow. In these mountains 
are stags, bears, and wolves. As we advanced, 
this derra seemed to close round us like a vast 
amplutheatre, of which the interior space was 
diversified by hiUs, valleys, plains, and villages ; 
the latter met the eye in every direction, and 
you no sooner entered any than you appeared 

* The term sierra^ peculiar to Spain and Portugal, 
denotes a chain of mountains, the suocesdve peaks of 
which present the resemblance of a saw. 
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always in the centre of a circle of thenu The 
whole Galfician army^ whkfa is computed at 
30^000^ might be quartered here within a cir- 
cumference of ten miles. 

Upon descending from Pinsa upon Viana, 
we crossed the Bebay by a tolerable stone 
bridge. This river rises in a gap of the 
mountains in the direction of Puebla de Ze^ 
nabria.. Viana we found a dull looking town. 
The Governor of Benavente had left it the 
day preceding our arrival. He had been over 
to inspect some cavalry which, were here refit-* 
ting: i.e. taking from the peasantry every 
horse they can find^ without giving them any 
thing in return. These Cavallieroa had suf- 
fered the French to cross the Esla a few weeks 
agpj and surprise their steeds^ while they were 
engaged at a ball given by the governor in 
Benavente. 

Arriving at Chad de Castro> we inquired 
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our way' to l^as Herautas^ which 'lie» out of 
thd Lugo road. We were told that it was 
distant one league^ and that upon arriving ai; 
a group gC diastmit tree»4 we were* to strike 
off to the.leflU In thisi country there is 
scarcdiy any twilight : ahnost immediately a£ter 
imnHi^ night comes on« Thisr was our situar- 
ticoi. At sun-set we b^n to descend a moun* 
tmn; and by a &tality not unnsual with tr&f 
veBers in this epuntry^ found ourselves in % 
deep ravine^ with, a river before us^ and no 
tracBB of any road. Shepherda' fixes were 
g^leaaimg ia the ^stanoe^ but the river was 
betwe^ei ua and them. We had no altema- 
t]¥e Imt to rehasecffidy and endeavour to Ml in 
wifth wsm» road which might cooduct to a vilr 
lage. When we regained the heights, village 
fights i^pewred on every side;, but by scxne 
^ eantrqpt aiight"^ as we advanced: they seemed 
to recedes At lengtii^ having crawled and 
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Stumbled about for upwards of two Hours, as 
romances begin, (although it led to the end of 
our wanderings,) we heard a deep-toned bell; 
followed in the direction of the sound, and 
soon discovered a broad path-way. We had 
hot descended (for we were again descending 
some mountain) more than a quarter of a mile, 
when we came to a little oratory, or temple. 
•' Here we are ", cried I. About 200 yards far- 
ther, we came to a second, then to a third — 
fourth — ^m short, for a good mile there were 
nothing but temples. '* What are all these tem- 
ples T cried we to some persons standmg before 
a group of houses, at which we had now ar- 
rived. '' They are the temples of Las Her- 
mitas**, replied a decrepit old man who was 
crawlmg up the road we had descended, with 
a lighted piece of charcoal between two sticks, 
and which he was continually blowing with 
his breath, to enable him to see his way. — 
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^' The Temples of Las Henmtas 1 ** said we^ 
*^ and where are you gcing at this lime of 
night ? " ^' To say my prayers at the &rthest 
temple ''« replied he; ''my sfais are manyi 
and my penitence must be great — God be 
with you I ** We bid the old penitent *' good 
night **, and addressed ourselves to some pea* 
sants who came out as it were to see who had 
arrived. '' Is this the village of Las Her^ 
imtas?'' ''No! this is Loco, Hennitas is 
lower down.'* We took one of these fellows 
for a guide, and after passing another little 
regimient of tempks, arrived at dur headf 
qnarters. We were hot long in finding out 
the house of Fmncisco Junquara, a great 
catde dealer, where we solaced ourselves with 
a potchero of fowl, garlic, ham and eabbage^ 
all stewed together. 

On the following morning I arose with an 
impatience to view the place at which it had 
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i^tfiiWkmitihtroubbtdan^ Beneath 
die windouvs of mjr bed-^nxan dashed along* 
ihe Bebay^ ia 'iirUd xprnantic stream^ hi one 
pftrt elear: and smooth as pofished crystal; nt 
anofher^ broken by rodes^ foamhig and tuiii-4 
Uing m l»rater£B41s« Ah ^oelleht stone bridge 
eames die traveUer inta die Omiae load; 
and m- spite of the steepiieteof the<flohntaiiia> 
which lise fpom the vesy biink of the rirer^ 
die okdizstriou^ Gallidan liai cf(^ced the cidk 
tore of the Vine nearly td dieSr siunmii 

Beturnsng firom the bridge^ my sprprise 
was great at beholding^ in so !poor a -TiUage^ 
die turrets of a magnificent cadiedrai, baii^ 
About 400 years ago^ as 1 afterwards iearned^ 
by two bishops of Astorga^ and mamtaining al 
pnesent an administradar and four chaplains; 
To this cadiedral and to diese hormttaget 
people come £rom all parts of the Peninsula. 
It is to many^ as the temple at Mecca to the 
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Mahometans^ — the maiined, the lame^ the 

« 

blinds penitents^ and those devoted to lid^ion 
from their youths flock hidier to offer up thdr 
prayers to the Virgin* < The approach to db 
Venerable pile is through a spadoos court 
rather fencifiiDy paved Tvith varioiis coloured 
pebbles. On the tight hand cade of this court; 
4)eneath an arcade^ are twelve woodeii ^gaxe^ 
large as lile> repr^enting the Apostles. Ju^ 
das Iscariot \frfli a bottle (bag?) in his kskd, 
and grinning most horridly^ is aeoraomodatod 
with a comer to himsdHT. The Apostles Mn 
an labelled, like so many vials' in aii apotl^ 
carfn shop. At the farther end of thk aar* 
cade is a figure of our Saviour bein^ tied td 
a stake by the executioner of Pilate; and the 
artist, in order to excite, in a greater degree, 
an abhorrence for this unjust minister of jus^ 
tice, has embossed- his face with a prodigiously 
large and disgusting nose. 
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Wlule Mr. and myself were engaged 

in reviewing these figures, the loud swell of 
the organ burst upon our ears. We passed 
tiii6 palisades, which are surmounted by lions 
rampant, and entered the chu):ch. It was the 
celebration of grand mass. The curtain be- 
fore the Virgm was drawn up- The adminis- 
trador, m gorgeous robes, was dropping his 
<nirtseys before the altar, which was illumina^ 
ted with a profusion of wax tapers. Frank- 
incense was being scattered about from silver 
censers, and I was in the act of persuading 
myself that the whole scene was very solemn 
and imposing, when I happened to turn my 
(eye upon a pretty penitent, who commenced 
such a battery of glances as speedily to coun- 
teract any incipient feeling towards this splen- 
did form of devotion. 

After l»reakfast we paid a visit to the admi- 
xustrador. Upon entering the hall, our at- 
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tention was' drawn towards an old-&shioned 
kind of arra-chmr suspended from the end of 
a p^ of steelyards ; and we were sooii given 
to understand that the ofl^rings to the Virgin 
were regulated by the weight of the peoi^nts. 
A lively g^l informed us that her penitence 
had cost her 4^ arrobas of wheat ; that is, she 
wdghed about 1441bs. avdrdupoise. The 
administrador was a good sort of old tngot, 
and, while we were ^pping his chocolate, en- 
tertiuned us with a ra:h variety of miracles 
which had been performed by our *' Lady of 
the Hermitages", and with an account of the 
number of distingiushed persons who had 
visited and enriched her shrine, and of the ex- 
traordinary cures which had been vouchsafed 
to her suppliants. The conversation tumii 
upon politics, he betrayed the greatest anxie 
to leam whether it were undoubtedly tr 
that Lord WelUngton had been declared G 
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neralissimo of Spain. The news had but just 
travelled into Gallicia; and from what he 
said, the greater part of the Spanish army 
were much discontented at his elevation to 
this rank. 

Our conference with Frandsco, the cattle- 
dealer, was so satisfactory, that we did not 
proceed on to Lugo as we had intended when 
we set out, but returned to Braganza by the 
same road we came, highly delighted with 
what we had seen of the fertihty and beauty 
of this province. 

The Gallicians are a plodding pains-taking 
people. Strabo said of them in his time, that 
they were warlike, and difficult to subjugate. 
This, I apprehend, is not their character at pre- 
sent. Theyseemalltobe^^paisiblescasaniers'*^ 
and are not '^ fougeux ", like the peasantry of 
Castille. The population of GaUicia is com- 
puted at 1,200,000; but the number is small 
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wlien compared with the extent and fertility of 
this part of the kingdom. In the tinne of 
Julius Cfesar, the whole population of Spain 
was reckoned to be nearly 40,000,000 ; which, 
considering the immense armies they sent into 
the field, is perhaps not far from the truth. 
The lai^age of Gallida is a mixture of Por- 
tugtiese mA Spani^; which may be ac- 
counted for 1^ the emigration of such great 
numbers of its inhabitants into Portugal; 
Tvhen after passing the greater part of their 
lives as gallegos in Lisbon or Oporto, they 
leturn to their own country, bring^g back 
tf^ther with the earnings of their labour 
the dialect of the country in which they were 
acquired. 
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BBAGANZA^ 28tH APRIIi^ 1813. » 

Since the date of my last, with the exception 
of a journey to Miranda, I have been station^ 
ary in this city. The Lent season has been 
an unconunonly dull time; day after day we 
have had nothing but masses and religious 
processions. On the morning of the Testa 
dos Pasos, while I was in bed, the officers of 
the Juiz de Fora entered my room with a 
" con li9enca Senor ", and proceeded to emr 
bargo all the spiritual pictures with which my 
Jewish landlord had decorated the walls of hi^ 
room. These were to swell the pageantry of 
the commemoration of our Saviour's passion. 

In the afternoon this solemn mockery began. 
The military being drawn up on each side of 
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ike street^ a herald led the way^ bearing a 
Roman standard with tlie letters S. P. Q. R. 
He was followed by a miserable-looking na- 
ked wretch, flogging himself with thongs of 
twisted leather*. Then came after him two 
more « in as shameful a state of nudity, drag- 
^ng massy chains which were rivetted on their 
ancles. A fourth followed, walking back- 
wards, holding a naked sword between his 
teeth, and smiting himself with the blades of 

* Perhaps in tliis disgusting exhibition are to be 
found some remains of the old heresy of fiagellantism^ so 
dommon in Italy (its birth-place)^ Germany^ and 
France^ until put down by Gregory X. and the Em- 
peror Rodoljpho. This heresy^ as is weU known^ con- 
sisted in the Flagellants maintaining fustigation to be 
more ejQicacious in obtaining pardon for sin than 
sacramental confession. These Flagellants were an- 
tiently very numerous in Castille^ and obtained under 
the name of Bastajos-*most probably from the Greek 
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other two^ haring one in eaehi hand. Next 
came a cross of prodi^ou* «be, home by foor 
penitents^ and followed by a supported figure 
in wax, representing our Saviour. Behind 
him crept two naked wretches on all-fours^ 
bedaubing themselves with the mud of the 
streets. Next came forward a number of 
children^ gaily dressed out, powdered, firizzled^ 
profusely painted, and having .yings appended 
to their shoulders^ These represented angels^ 
and preceded the Gouvemador do Bispado, 
who advanced beneath a gorgeous canopy of 
silk, supported by two priests of inferior rank. 
The miUtary governor, in a suit of sable^ 
closed the procession, followed by the eccle^ 
siastics of the town and a company of militia^ 
On Easter Monday the women are accus- 
tomed to assemble in the streets, each bring- 
ing with her an earthen pan and a small stick. 
One of them is blindfolded, and being armed 
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with a cudgel^ tries to '^ romper as panellas"^ 
which the rest of the party din ahout her ears. 
The consequence is^ that not only a great 
many pans are broken^ but a great many heads 
also, which of course adds considerably to the 
festivity of the occasion. In the afbrnoon, 
figures of men, stuffed with straw, and clothed 
in rags, are suspended in various parts of the 
town. These are all representatives of the 
traitor Judas ; and after being heartily pelted 
and execrated by the boys during the day, 
are at night committed to the flames. 

I am sorry to say that I have had a very 
aevere attack of the aguan fever, and from 
which I am but slowly recovering. A very 
sensible cJd lady of my acquaintance always 
assigned as a reason for wishing to live, *' that 
die might see what would come next''; and 
in my own case I must say, that it would be 
particularly disagreeable to die at present, as 
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the army is just on the point of moving^ and 
I have a great deal of curiosity to know what 
'^ will come next" in the ensuing campaign. 
An order has just arrived from head-quarters, 
to form a very large dep6t at Braganza, 
which is to be the line of march for the second 
division and a great portion of the cavalry. 
We have also sent requisitions to the authori- 
ties of the different villages for a supply of 
transport, which is extremely scarce even in 
this province. The lowest rate of pay per 
diem^ for a pair of bullocks, is 3^000 (i. e. 
four dollars). A kbourer in the field earns 
half a dollar arday (or twenty vintins), and a 
woman nine vintins. 

MAT 14th. 

I now resume my letter, which I have been 

too ill lately to finish. I have been recom- 

mended to take a journey to Lisbon, and am 

in daily expectation of leave from head«quar- 
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iears for that purpose. Every ihird day the 
fever attacks me^ and leaves me so weak that 
I can scarcely sit on horseback. 

A great many dragoon officers have already 
entered Braganza^ to await the^ arrival of their 
respective regiments. The plan of future 
operations seems to be, that a part of our 
army will advance upon the Esla, and cross 
perhaps at Benavente. 

General called upon me yesterday to 

look at some memorandums which I had taken 
of the villages between Miranda and Carvi- 
jales, which seems to favour this conjecture. 
He shewed me a statement which he had just 
received from a spy in Zamora, which sets 
forth the French force in that garrison as 
being 3,500 men ; and probably this will be 
the firSt point of attack. A courier has this 
moment arrived, announcing the army to be 
in motion. The third and fourth divisions are 
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to be at Vimioso and Outeiro on the 22d and 
2Sd instant ; — 'the fifth and sixth divisions at 
Miranda de Duero^ on the same day. Part 
of the cavalry under Colonels Ponsonby and 
Arnold will pass through this city, A nephew 
of General Castanos has just left us for Gal- 
licia^ to put the Spanish army in motion ; so 
you may expect^ before many weeks^ to hear 
of a blow being struck somewhere. My leave 
has come ; and I )shall leave this in a day or 
two for Lisbon vid Oporto. 
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OPOBTO^ MAY 26, 1813. 

I LEFT Bragaoza on the 20th instant^ sleep- 
ing the first night at Val de Prados. On the 
following day between Bornes and Trinidade, 
I fell in with the right brigade of the third 
division which was marchmg on Vimioso. At 
Villa Flor you leave the Moncorvo road to 
the left, and descend upon the Duero by Car 
razedo. The country around Villa Flor is 
extremely wild and grand, and in its moun- 
tainous appearance much resembling that near 
Torre de Moncorvo. A remarkably high 
peak overhangs the town, upon the top of 
which is a chapel which has a pretty effect to 
the eye. The vineyards are pushed nearly to 
the summit of the mountains. The descent 
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from Carazedo to the Duero is by a frightful 
and precipitous track. For nearly two leagues 
no traces of men are to be seen, and some 
scanty withering shrubs are all the vegetation. 
After a forced march of twelve weary leagues, 
I reached St. Joao de Pesqueira, a town on 
the Beira side of the river, at a late hour. 
The route stood thus : 

LKA0VX8. 

Val de Prados 5 

Bomes 2 

Trinidade 2 

Villa* Mot 2 

Carassedo.. 3 

Douro 2 

Pesqueira •. 1 

The next day I proceeded to Quinta d'Or- 
gal, one league from Pesqueira, and that for 
the purpose of embarking myself and cavalry 
in any barge that might be returning to Pezo 
de Regoa, a little town below Lamego. Al- 
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though the quinta consists only of three or 
four houses^ yet it is a place of first import* 
ance to our army at present. The immense 
business carried on here both by land and 
water transport is conducted with the greatest 
regularity^ magazines being established at 
every convenient point for receiving and 
issuing supplies. The Duero here begins to 
lose its wild and gloomy aspect. It was late 
in the afternoon before I could embark. The 
evening sail on tiie Duero was delightful. 
We accomphshed a distance of only two 
leagues, the navigation of this part of the 
river being dangerous by night, on account of 
the numerous rocks and shoals. 

I landed at a beautiful httle village on the 
right bank, and was hospitably received at 
the quinta of an old gentleman, who is one of 
the greatest vine growers in the district. I 
was regaled at supper with a bottle of the 
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genuine juice^ old and oily ; my patron enter- 
taining me the meanwhile with an account of 
the wine factory at Oporto. Its founder was 
the great Marquis de Pombal. Ardent in 
^very thing he undertook^ this stateimian was 
^lightened by a genius whidi never failed to 
direct his operations^ and ensure their success. 
The better to induce the vine growers of the 
Duero to embark in this speculation^ he com* 
menced by instituting a bank which was en- 
gaged to pay nesuiy twelve per cent, for mo- 
ney deposited, the prmcipal being sunk for 
twenty years- For every 400^000 (500 
dollars) which a proprietor of vuieyards had 
in this fiind, he was entitled to one accad (or 
dot). Ten of these acoaos, arising from the 
invested sum of 4,000^000, ^titled him to 
one entire vote, whereas imy thing short of 
this sum only gave him the fraction of a vote^ 
These votes were for the purpose of choosing 
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inspectors and deputies of the &ctory« If 
any vine grower belonging to this company 
stood in need of a stun of money^ not exceed** 
ing the actual value of his estate^ the factory 
were bound to lend it^ taking only three per 
cent, for the use. Th® produce of the Duero 
and the demand for foreign consumption are 
both equally uncertain; but the merchants 
could generally guess pretty neaily the quan-* 
tity they were ]ikely to dispose of. We will 
say^ for examjde, that they laid their calcula* 
tion at 30^000 pipes for any given year. One 
inspector or taster of wines was then appoint* 
ed by the factory^ and another by the growen^ 
to purchase this quantity from the proprietors 
of vineyards in a proportion regulated I7 the 
extent of their respective properties. Thead 
functionaries arriving on the Duero^ find tha 
produce of the year amounting to 60^000 
pipes. What then could the prc^etors do 
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with the remaining 30,000^ a quantity much 
greater than home consumption would require, 
and which, if suffered to remain in hand, 
would prejudice the rintage of the following 
year ? To remedy this, the factory was hound 
to purchase one-third of the remainder, and 
to distil it into agoa dente on the spot. Since 
the death of the Marquis, the greatest ahuses 
have crept into the sodety, to the great op- 
pression of the smaller proprietors of vineyards. 
In the district of Oporto, no one can sell wine 
for home consumption, which does not come 
immediately from the factory. In the society 
above described, every man who could com- 
mand ten votes was eligible to the ofiBice of 
inspector or deputy, in which he was allowed 
to continue only two years. Every thing 
now is very different ; a great many English 
merchants are possessed of large estates on 
the Duero, and the whole is a sad monopoly. 
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Hie wine at present is very cheap^ being 
about 38^000 (47^ dollars) per pipe ; 
whereas last year it exceeded 100^000. 

The death of the Marquis was followed by 
a general corruption in the whole economy of 
the Portuguese nation. In his time the stand- 
ing army was 40^000 men^ for the m^te- 
nance of which the people were liable to an 
assessment of one-tenth of their incomes ; but 
such was the regulated economy of his age 
that they were never called upon for more 
than one-twentieth. The army at present/ 
including militia^ does not reach 80^000^ and 
the inhabitants contribute nearly one-third of 
their incomes^ the ecclesiastics being included^ 
who formerly paid nothing. This, however, 
b eafflly accounted for when you come to learn' 
that every tax filters through the not una- 
ndnted hands of forty tax-gatherers, by which' 

o 
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p^^^ss tl^ qiel^l is wpposed to &I1 more pu- 
ri^ into tho public ex(^que9P. 

I arqsa »t ^ffyn\»^mik, and hmd my old par 
tiTW ^reft4y atirriiig. He pointed out his 
vin^y^^d^ rising in miLJesty ahwe his beftutiAii 
4}iwta.t Th^ x&g\ji\mty of the yineyaKUi 
upw spQte 9Q rugged and steep i& truly 
,urprisiog. Tbe ri4ge» rifle one aWe the 
^tib^r in the exwteat order. They haw juat 
concluded the iirfift summer [minings and aro 
hegmning t^ distil the agoa doite for tibe eoh 
^ttiog vintege. Thia part of the Duero yieUa 
th^ richest wine. It ia ah^aoat bltv^, and 
jggwi thiek and smmtk fika ofl. The body 
Qf it in it3 &»t y«ar ia quite 9urprifiiiig. The 
9ld man tfixk me Ijn vioi hia inpe alove cut 
4mi in tiiie mauDKtain and dsocked mth eteveii 
vata ; wd with tjjjieae devexk filled, 1^ was ao« 
counted th^ ridheat proprietor cai the Dueioi. 



The store also contmttd tfae (Irtss kid itill 
£»r tiiakifig die agoa dente^ vii&out ^ smal 
proportion of wfaicli the wine would msA Jcec^ 
to any age. 

At five o^dock a.h» I ie^mbafked« I%Rr 
boBct was iilled ^vith country pei^, as it ma 
fair-day at Regoa. The aeenery of tht lower 
Duero is truly enchanting ; fine open cham- 
paign hills studded with innumerable quintas^ 
looking^ as Mr. Moore would say, like pearls 
in a sea of emeralds. The navigation of the 
river is, however, extremely di£Scult, and in 
many parts the cvurrent was so impetuous, 
that the boat was carried down with a fright- 
ftd velocity. We were only an hour in reach- 
ing Regoa, a distance of four leagues ! This 
last is a pretty little town, but almost choked 
at present with magazines and brigades of 
mules, &c. which are hourly arriving to re- 
ceive their supplies. 

o 2 
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On the Mowing morning I reached Joe 
LongstaflTs, in the Rua Nova, by breakfast* 
time, taking the same route which Idescribed 
to you in my first letter from Almeida. I 
purpose staying in Oporto a few days to re- 
cruit, and shall let you hear from me again 
when I get to Coimbnu 



LETTER XIV. 



LISBON, JUNB 10, 1813* 

On the evening of the 28th ultimo I starts 
ed from Oporto^ and slept in the convent of 
Augustin Friars at Grijo^ three leagues for- 
ward on the Lisbon road. The friars are alt 
fidalgos^ nor can any under such rank be ad- 
mitted into this fraternity. The convent is 
reputed one of the most antient in the country^ 
and encumbered with no less than 900 years 
of antiquity. The gardens and pleasure 
grounds which surround this venerable pile 
are tastefrilly laid out^ and an aqueduct passes 
through them^ bringing its water from a 
neighbouring mountain. 

The following day's journey was a very- 
pleasant one^ the sea being constantly in sights 



198 LETTER XIV. 

and the heat tempered by its breeze. The 
people of the Beira as you advance begin to 
look more swarthy than those of the Minho. 
The beggars on the road are extremely nu- 
m^CHis and mportenate. As soon as you 
ai^pro^cb any viBi^^ a troop, of ehildreii 
lieay^y 9»ke4 bxA mth maikagmy ookmred 
sk^Sg a^anq^er «Wity before yoia^ and eonpose 
th^Bp^elvec^ into suppliant attitudes beBcstii 
enewfttioi^ of the high bwks by whid. A* 
¥0a4 HI g^i>ef£itly con&ned,. and th^i beseech 
yeur- <^ritf with every moving tone and get* 
tuj^e whkh mkeiry and artifice can auggeafc. 
T Wy iQivaipfdbly dedftre thenselves io be help 
k»a Wglbom, wd> '^Oh^ Senor> nao tcnho 
pi^ i^ may'V i» ihs cwstant burthen of theis 
]#nN«»ii^ the parents aA the wfaQe watchiiig 
from their windows the aneeesa of thia appeal 
t^ the travdler'a charity.. T)» vvoomsi oI this 
I^fraaoe aurci ^et^i hsydy aai indu^dxioiifl^ per*i 



hnning fiibse dgrkultaifal labours tvhich &»:^ 
wtidUy deemed the prbvifk^ of men> ftudi as 

60wingj mowings g^^^^^g ^h^ {doughy &c. In 
^r^iy pttfe of tli^ foad you mbtt Wltli efita* 
hges^ toWably dommodious^ but shameftilly 
ku|)osing. The ttavelleri however, must be 
dontent wilii fish and an omelette^ as their 
kyrd^rs oSlbtd no other kmd of entertainment. 
I slept this night at iSardad, being one 
league from the bridge by which you ci'oss the 
VougA. The appearance of this river as yoU 
approach it Is highly pleasing ; winding and 
disappearing, and then disclosing itself agaitt 
at irregular aiid unexpected intervals. Anti^t 
geographers mention this V ouga as one of the 
chief rivers of Spain. Pliny calls it Vacca. 
Whatever It might have been formerly, it is 
at present unworthy of such distinction. No 
bdatiir can eome up farther than the bridge^ 
which is ^taiit otAy tw6 leagues from Aveiro, 



200 LETTER XIV. 

4t whieh place it di^teharges itself into the sea, 
Welre the Portuguese possessed only of a tithe 
of that public spirit which evinces itself in our 
own happy country by so many fine canak^ 
and other public works, it would be easy 
to render this river navigable nearly to V izeu, 
and so a running trade would be kept up be? 
tween that dty and Aveiro. The lower bridge 
of the Vouga, leading to Sardad, is of Roman 
structure, but is almost entirely obscured by 
the present one, which is built upon . it. A 
branch of the Roman military road from Lis- 
bon to Braga probably went over this, strik- 
ing off at Agueda (iBminium) and rejoining 
at Feira the main road which passed through 
Aveiro (Talabrica)* My reason for this con* 
jecture is, that in several places I thought J 
discovered traces of that durable pavement of 
silex and glarea with which the causeways of 
this imperial people were generally constructed. 
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Sardad^ or Agueda, h a large and busy 
town^ or rather two towns joining each other. 
For a history of it^ I have been referred to th^ 
wotks of Faria y Souza^ a Portuguese, who 
wrote an account of his country in Spanidh. 
This part of the province of Beira is extremely 
fertile, producing abundant crops of Indian 
com, rye, and wheat. At Sardao the tra- 
veller loses sight of the sea. I left this place 
next day for Coimbra, distant six leagues. As 
I entered the suburbs, tiie sun was gilding 
with its last rays the spires of this classic seat, 
jand the Mondego seemed to glow beneath the 
rich dimness of approaching night. The streets 
were full of students, and well-dressed people 
of both sexes, who were enjoying the delicious 
coolness of the evening air, after a noon of 
most oppressive sultriness. I was too fatigued 
to be at the pains of procuring a billet (which 
would have required me to report myseU to 
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the British GommandaQt^ from whom I shduld 
hate reoaved on order upon the Portuguese 
nlagblarate)^ but took up my resting-place at 
the Estalage de Conde^ a pretty good hotel 
Ui the market*plaee. The university^ which 
is noYf, in consequenoe of the war > but thinly 
ntfeoded by students^ was founded origimilly 
at Lisbon^ by King Dionysius (Ihxa Denis) in 
1200, and afterwards transferred by him to 
Coimbra 1308. The students, before tiie 
French invasion, amounted to 1200 ; they are 
now reduced to 200« The moaasteriee here 
are very numerous and r&ry rkh* MasNsen^ 
when adtandng in 1810> had reserved Coim^* 
bra aa a bonne bouc^ of phmder for his re^ 
tmtk4 He was^ however, unable to pass the 
Mondego, and Cofanbra escaped untouched^ 
The monastery of SL Augtistin is a sumptuous 
md specious building. In tfae corridors ar€^ 
two or tJuree tderable^ and a great many enx^* 
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crab}e ^ubs of paintkgs. Tlie mbject cf 
one picture is a scriptural tree^ on the ramifi»- 
cations of which are depicted the yarious retiF- 
giond prevailing^ in the world. In anothtt 
picture^ our Sariour is represented as an abbcrf;> 
and the apostles as canons^ with the inscrip 
tioii beneath of '^ Apostoli fixerant CuMNdk^ 
Abbate Chrkto." On mj return ham this 
eonvent I was seized with one of the serercst 
attacks of ague I have as yet experieneed^ 
and which leffc me in such a state of bodily 
and mefsiitsi lasfiotude, that during three days 
I staid here I nerer got farther than the banks 
of the rmr« 

On the 4th instant I resumed my journey. 
At two leagues firom Coioibra the trayellG! 

« 

airives^ at the onee magnificait^ but now deson 
late^towaof Condeixa. That vengeance which 
Massena had reserved tat Coimbra, M whk 
a dimotfu) fiiry upon thi^ iQ-4ited place, fh^ 
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munerous palaces^ which were once the pride 
and ornament of Condeixa^ are now heaps of 
ruins. The conflagration continued during 
three days, and ended only when the flames 
could find nothing else to devour. I had al- 
ways supposed Coimbra to have been the 
Roman Conimbriga, and it is noticed as sudi 
in several descriptions of tiiis country. I find, 
however, that this distinction belongs to Con-- 
deixa, or that part of it called Condeixa Velha^ 
where the remains of more than one aqueduct, 
and of other works of art, fully establish the 
point. Some have supposed Munda (an an* 
tient city of Boetica mentioned by Julius Caesar, 
and which has given name to the Mondego) 
to have been on the spot on which Coimbra 
now stands, but apparently witiiout sufficient 
reason, since no vestiges of any antient city 
have been discovered on the present site of 
Coimbra. The termination of so many cities 
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in briga has been accounted for, by referring 
their origin to a famous king of the name of 
Brigo or Briga, who gave his name to the 
dties which he built, and hence Conimbriga, 
Medobriga, Cerobriga, Netobriga, &c. It isy 
however, more probable, tiiat this was a gene* 
nd name for dty, in the old language of the 
country, and was added after some appellar 
tive, the same as the Greeks added miKi^ ; 
or the French added dunum, and hence Lug- 
dunum, Augustodunum ; or the Germans with 
their burgh, as Friburgh, Hamburgh, &c. 

At three leagues' distance from Conddxa 
was Redinha, a populous and happy town,: 
but now, thanks to the Galhc bands, a ruinous 
heap. It was my design to have staid the 
night in tiiis place, but not a habitable house 
was to be found. I slept at a miserable esta- 
lage half a league farther. 

On the following day I passed through 
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Pombal, dntont five leagues horn 
dozen houses or so are aU which now remaim 
This towa is ooinmanded by a high hill^ oa 
which are now the ruins of a castle. I visited 
the churchy wherdn are deposited the remaina 
of the great Marquis de PondbaL The coffin 
is preserved in a neat chapel on the left hand 
side as you ent^ the church by the principal 
door; a black vdvet cttrtain> ridily oraar 
mented with gdd fringe^ is hung before it. 
Thie Frendh must have be«Q strongly influx 
enced by a sentiment of respect for the rae*- 
msxy cf departed escdDanoe^ to suffer his Dolics 
alone to be undiaturbed^ when the rest of the 
town waa devoted to general phaadcr and cdiH 
Sagratioiu 

The ctt;y of Leiria is in a very litile beOar 
state than Podabal. Itai^tuationr^^*^«d^baid» 
of a pretty stream— is ddlf^tfW J mmL a Moorish 
castle in eitedJkint preaarv^tkiD, and biiit m a 
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commanding rock^ seemy to frown indignatktt 
on the ruins which lie beneath. Laria was 
destroyed by Junot^ in consequence of tha 
people of the town having fired upon him 
when advancing on Lisbon. On this occ»» 
mon seventy of the principal inhabitants were 
brought out and hanged. 

In the evening I set out for St. Jorge, 
leaving the miun road at about three miles 
from Leiria^ for the purpose of visiting the 
celebrated convent of Batalha. Being situated 
in a hollow^ the traveller is taken unespect- 
e<fiy by the view of this once sumptuous and 
iBeneraUe pile^ and which, even in its present 
state of ruin, conveys into the mind the loftiest 
impressions of all that is grand and beautiful. 
Every tiling in Giothic architecture is abstract 
and mysterious. There seem, m it an ideal 
charm, which gives rise to feelings of a Ugh 
and inexpressible order. Here the eye wonders 



/ 
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over cloisters^ domes, pinnacles^ and arches; in^ 
short, all that can delight the mind with a 
rich and lavish magnificence, and all that affect 
and overwhelm it with sorrow for its destruc- 
tion. The mouldings of the columns which 
support the arches, are all undercut and groov- 
ed in the most exquisite manner, while the. 
^ches themselves vary alternately in their work- 
manship. One of these, as you enter from: 
the clcHster into the left hand aisle of the 
church, Buons^arte had directed Massena toi 
take down and send to Paris as a triumphal 
arch. The reUevos on it are the most beau- 
tiful I ever beheld. An old sexton conducted 
us within the church, which is in a style of 
more simple grandeur tiban the rest of the^ 
^iifice. The pillars and roof are quite plain. 
The altar piece is a choice specimen of most 
daborate Mosaic, and the arms of Portugal . 
are represented on it. In the aisles are several 



very iokgin&b^iit i/br&Ui ^lie bi ^ LahJiiisfe^ 
fti^yy wM^ iiif^hiiati^a wifli the tttyO. if^ 
of t'ortagal ift the 14fh teiittlfy*. Bf iW 
ism, hdw^et, it had hecoihe sb d^k, ^t I 
-#^ toable t6 iread the fi^bttptleihi^. bt the 
Tfesfay, the old stsietoiii aft^t^ flevoritiy ci-dBsin^ 
himself, opened ■& Soot, kridr shfeMV€i the, witMfit 
a hdx, ^e t>redotis reisoi^iis of Kmg Jc^ I., 
I9fe fetirider of ihe indnasteiy.' I felt i itibh^ 
atiA ^i^ty desire io ^eal one 6f ^h^ foy^ 
hioi^i and actuary had hold of it for th6 por- 
fosb of breakihg it off from tiie c^ipal bone, 
ithen the s^ton, perceiviii^ my intenticm; 

- * Joftd J; df Poitn^ mafri^d Ms son; kHermrSk 
Henry I1I»> to CuAmxk, daugUt^r of the Duke of Iisn^ 
caster^ in 1377* This> however, could not be the se^- 
pulchre of Catherine, as I find she was buried at the 
monastery of Populetum, in Tarraconia, by the side of 
her husband, who met his deaih by falling ^rom a mule 
when hibiting. 
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hastily returned the box to its plaee of dqxmL 
The convent was formerly surmounted by a 
numb^ of beautiful spires ; there is now but. 
one of the smaller kind standings and which 
by appearance will not stand long. Bataiha 
was partly destroyed by Junot— -the comple- 
tion was reserved for Massena. 

For a circumstantial account of this^ con- 

« 

vent (which is also mentioned by Camoens in 
the fourth canto), I have been referred to the 
History of St. Domingos ('' Particular do 
Regno do Portugal, Lib. vii."), whidb I have 
had no opportunity of meeting with in Lisbon. 
Indeed books in this dty seem to be as great 
rarities as in the times Vfhea they were writ- 
ten on linen and skins. It was called ^' Real 
Convento da Nossa Senhora da Yittoria, no 
iugar da Bataiha", and was founded by John I. 
of Portugal, aflter gaining a signal victory 
over John L of Castille on the plains of Alge^ 
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burota^ near Leiria. The battle began near 
St. Jorge* The Portuguese force being 
greatly inferior m numbers, John bound hun- 
self by an oath, that if he gained the day, he 
would consecrate a most magnificent temple 
to the Godd^s of Victory. The Spaniards 
were defeated; and John, aUuring from aU 
parts of Europe the most renowned architects 
by the promise of great rewards, commenced 
his grand undertakmg. The fame of this 
temple soon spread throughout the world, and 
princes came from the most distant parts to 
^o homage at its shrine* Emanuel Paleologo, 
Grand Senor of Constantinople, paid King 
John a visit here on his return from Paris, and 
enriched the convent with some costly jewels. 
Between this and Lisbon there is little which 
merits description. 

My route lay through Rio Maior and Al- 
coentra, and thence through Castanheira, a 

p2 
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good town eight leagues from Lisbon^ bul 
mach destroyed. Two leases beyond tihfid 
you c&em to YiUa Ftntka, in whdeh are a great 
many magnifieeirt houses^ chiefly belon^g to 
Lisbon mercfaantsy who have rebuilt or repaired 
them innce the ravages of the French. Half 
^ league beyond Villa Franca you aarrive at 
the famous lines of Torres Y edras. The flnts 
between the high road and the Tagns (which 
first appears in sight at Castanheira) were de- 
fended in ptot by numerous salt-pts; but 
Lord Wellington^ to make every thing secure, 
had trees cut down and laid across every in«- 
terval where it was practicable for troops to 
break in, while the high-road wai$ int^seeted 
by a deep dyke strongly paiisadedy and wfaieh 
you noW pass by a wooden bridge. On the 
right of the road^ looking towabrds the capital, 
the country is mountainoug, and continues so 
until you readi the sea. As soon as you cross 



ewiPf ^eotipji. These «r« oonstructjsd mlh 
hs» of woK^d pUed one upoR ^notb^r; im)4 
there is a chsia of tbem ^m fhe Tj9giis tQ 
the cocust. AUiaadra and Alvem m^ tw<t) 
pretty towniB^ faoj^ situate on die banka of 
the river* 

At Villa Franca, the traveller is d^ghted 
wi^ the exuberant ridiQaas of nature, and 
^hieh makes an imprespcm so mueh the more 
ple^BiQg, u tl» many bwren spots and ruinad 
towns between Coimhra and that pkee had 
accasioned very diflbrent sensations. From 
Villa Franca to Lisbon the country is one 
ewtinued garden. Between Alv^rea ^d fiaiy 
bavem ycm pass through an almoirt unbroken 
efaain of villages, of which the most consider- 
able is PoToa. I remarked that all these 
little places mock the gpreat city. A narrow 
ascent up a stony hill, leading to an insignifr- 



i2l4 LETTER XIV. 

cant chapel is called Rua d'Egreja (Church 
Street). That which leads into an open 
space hardly large enough for a sheep-fold is 
the Rua de Pra9a. A crooked dirty lane is 
baptized Rua Bireite (EKrect Street). At 
Sacavem I found great preparations making 
for a fair which was to be holden next day 
(Sunday). The toy and lemonade shops 
were already open, and the road duronged 
witii people, hasteinng thither with their mer^ 
chandize. An arm of the Tagus comes up to 
Sacavem, which you pass by a bridge of boats. 
A pleasant ride of two leagues brought me 
into Lisbon, and I have lodgings in the Al- 
cantara, at an hotel kept by one Luis Perez, a 
comfortable and well conducted house. Lord 
Waldegrave and his lady are under the same 
roof. The best streets in Lisbon are those 
called Ruas dos Ourives, chiefly inhalnted by 
gold and silver smiths. These are spacious. 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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and tiie houses are of white free-stone, built 
with great uniformity. The Exchange is a; 
fine open square by the river side, admirably 
situated for the men of commerce. In the 
centre of this, is the much celebrated ^ueis- 
trian statue of Joad II. Besides these places> 
with the exception of another street or two, 
the rest of the commercial parts of Lisbon, is 
on a par with Wapping or Thames Street. 
The filthiness of the numerous alleys and 
steep lanes is inconceivable, and were it not 
for those scavengers, the dogs, a pestflence 
would be in constant recurrence. - So numer 
Tousi is the canine race, that one would ima- 
gine Anubis to be ;the tutelary deity of the 
Lisbonites, as weH as of the antient Egyp- 
tians. 

I shall not take up your time with a de- 
scrq>tion of the Tagus, which you can have so 
much better from other sources, and for the 



^1* ?>^?Tm wf. 



tl^m r^fton, yoR wJU PQ^ reoBJFft ^(^ jm 
*ay%tber detiH} respecting t^ (ity, w)u«^ 

pirood £p;tii;et " Fe}idi^ Afigqsta " had raided 
m ^y nupd. Thfi poor fy«iest Fatt^igipuss?, 
vith a la^d^ble partiality, de^ bptl^ iMf 
i^iFpr fflid *i#^ §i<5f tfee $De8t in tjie ^(Mrld. 
On t|ie rcw^, if^a ^y feftftr^ ||ia4 pot flf 
yet bee^ ui Lisbpi), t|)ey iroidd cro6« thep^ 
p«]lYe| qf|d pvii/sim, " J«|u M^ t 9^er qt 
]y«bon I " P^^n T^oHlfl S>U<)if? a« eido^Pni 

per^^^j had ^^^^t ^^ it M <»<* ip ^bw 
Jjy^. 4t eyery yipagf oft ^ ^pad^ ygpr 

iWt» if <» degree bejop4 a peasflpfc win alwilj» 
?ffffet that '\ he i» ijpt ^t yshOR tp ^tmtlilp 
you." If you ask for any artide not in gfflU^ 

rai request, »f v^y PFQYinqsl sh^^i % upswfir 
is fi*pera|ly, " I^ftp Se^hor, §9311 no ha — 
^ L^bo» mmtQ," I wap |pf ^ight^ ^ tb? 
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Italian Opera (Teatro de S. Carlos)^ which 
is really excellent, ^pi) afibrcls a rich treat 
of '' nonsense well tuned ** ; for Music^ as in 
other parts of the world, enjoys a signal 
triumph over her feir sister. Poesy. There is 
an incredible ignorance here respecting army 
movements. I heard at the Ambassador's 
party a few nights ago, that oiir troops had 
crossed the Ezla, and that the French had 
retired upon Palencia. 
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SANTANDEBO^ 26tH JULY, 181 J. 

You will perceive that I have made a long 
journey since the date of my last^ having tra- 
versed about 700 miles of country. I regret 
now that I did not write to you from Palenda 
or VaUadolid^ as what I shall have to say 
will swell this letter beyond all reasonable com- 
pass. A trader wiU sail from this for Ply- 
mouth in a few days, so I must lose no time 
m giving you, in the shortest manner, some 
detail of this long journey. I varied my jour- 
ney through Portugal as much as possible, 
taking the route of Santarem, Thomar, and 
Castello Branco. 

It was at Mirandella, in the Tras-os-Mon- 

« 

tes, that I learned the glorious news of the 
defeat of the French at Vittoria. The town 
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was illuminated, and the joy of the Portu* 
guese unbounded. Chaves/ the Aquas Flavi» 
of the Romans, has still to boast of the mag- 
nificent bridge, built by Trajan over the Ta* 
mega, consisting originally of sixteen arches. 
At present only twelve remain. 

At Carvijales, which I have before mention^ 
ed, I fell in with a troop of the German Le- 
gion, who were on then- march to the army. 

I made an acquaintance with Baron > , the 

commanding officer, and on Ae following day 
joined them on the route. As they had a quar- 
'ter-master attached to them, I became thus rer 
Meved from the trouble of seeking billets for 
myseli 

At a distance of two leagues from Carvi- 
jales we crossed the Ezla^ a requisition having 
been previously made for the use of the royd 
boats to transport the troop. The depth of 
the river where we crossed is nearly 100 feet. 
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wd i^ceedingly rapid. A little higher up; 
towards Benavente, at a place whieh is often 
fprdable, four eavalry aad &keefL infantry were 
drowned in die late advance. Two leagues 
QSi the oth^ side of the Ezla stands Zamora^ 
the appearance of whiefa, at a little dkitfinee 
{^specially to one accurtomed to tiie dazading 
wMtenesa of Portuguese towns), is not very 
steiking, the houses being built of brick bnn^ 
to a deep brown colour^ It is defended by a 
sing^ wafl, and that of no stri^gth. The 
-French^ during the last winter, had built the 
gate by wluoh we entered. Tlus day was so 
excessively hot, 06f^ in the shade, that I was 
glad to retreat to my billet, which was rei^y 
at my arrival. 

In the evening th^ Plaza was thronged vnt)i 
politicians, debating upon two diffinrent r^orts 
whiclji had been brought in during the a£kev- 
noon; the one, that a general engagement 
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had taken place^ abd that we vrerie iii Mi re- 
treat; the olheri that head^quarters -ntfH M 
ToloBa^ The first was the most ct^difedf 
and from what I could learn, the mmt defiir^i 
Bon JuKan Sanchez, whet was here with Y&i 
Guerillas, had left the city the day befotre &vi 
arrtval, upon a sunundns from Y alladolid, whieli 
seemed to favour the opinion that we had inet 
with some reverse of fortune. 

Adjoinmg the Plaza is a tolerable sqtlat^j 
disfigured by an hospital, very irregularly bu^, 
en one side of it, while on the other it is ail 
much reconmiended by a beaulifrd little bidld- 
ixigi formerly a palace of the Duke de 1- Ittfafih 
tisAo, but now appropriated as a receptacle for 
bastaard children. On one side of the ardbed 
entrance is a turning box for the reception of 
the children; vdth a bell attached to it^ whidfi 
the party rings as a summons to the matron, 
<^alled here the Madre Reitoria. 
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The bridge over the Doero, consisting of 
thirteen arches, was accounted a splendid {neee 
of architecture, and to which its present re- 
mains bear ample testimony. It was blown 
up by us on the retreat from Burgos. The 
Duero presents a very different appearance 
to what it does in Portugal; its steep and 
rocky banks being here softened down into 
delicious meadows and open vineyards. The 
numerous convents on its banks have been all 
demolished by the French. The present m- 
haUtants do not exceed 4,000 in number. It 
is a clean well-regulated town ; notices being 
affixed in various parts, describing where rub* 
bish is to be laid, and threatening vrith a pe- 
tialty of two ducats those who do not comply 
with the order, or who throw out any dirt 
from their windows. I wish the Portuguese 
would imitate this example. The inhabitants 
speak very highly of the conduct of the Frendi 
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during the period of their bdng quartered 
here. The women are quite enthusiastic in 
their commendations of them. This city was 
antiendy called Sertoria^ probably from Serto- 
rius^ and was changed by the Moors to Za« 
mora^ or Medina de Zamorati^ which iti their" 
language is said to mean " the Town of Tur- 
quoises." A considerable number of these 
stones haying been found in the vicinity^ seems 
to &your this account. That hero of romance; 
the famous Don Sancho. met his death in this 
city, as I find in an old piece of poetry — 



£n el real de Zamorar 
Orandes alaridos* dan 
For la muerte de Don Sancho, 
Qui acabava de espirar. 



f ^ *■ 



The peasant women in this part are ex- 

* Alaridns — " mixed and confused sounds " ; probably 
ifom aXaXei^vy the liquids / and r being commuted. 



tremefy fimtartical iH their style 6f 4tess. 
Their hair k tieatly plttted^ and tied up mtk 
tarious coloured ribbands^ which luoig dowif 
in tails. Round their necks they weai^ gold 
chaiidj from which depend crosses or other 
holy tfinkets> siich as figures of eettain saints 
of off the Virgin. These constitute ^ fykit 
dmMeYB dowry> who is of great or moderate 
tmmei acfeording to the si« ahd spldidor of 
hef li^^^aoe; M \hkt a swmn has never any 
Oc^^n to make those imp^ptinent inquiries 
which fortune-hunters with us are obliged to 
do. An half shawl> generally red^ and always 
bordered by a different colour^ is thrown over 
her shoulders, and drawn in rather tight about 
the waist. The pettieoat is yeUow or red^ 
but seldom of the same colour with the shawl^ 
which i^ red, then the petticoat WUI be a 
bright yellow with a red border. It is 
reckcmed very ornanbental to stick out tte 
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ings hbm, irilh .fan^m tflQi&. Sksm IfUfg^j 
and giEMidfy ns^^jitetiiiv^ ^jpffk of «iy«r 
MdikM^: So nmehfQt ii)irtiimfr« ]Eii p^RWft 
tUet;^ ari^ f!£iOQ4^ f^^i ^y^ blaolt (^^ qiu^ 
fing; teciltr ilirlutQ and i«8^ m3iVl$M 
ii»k labi^ulr koEr givw ife^ ^ li«s(re i^f 

The dsuaapfatm, hmemss, m tQto> ^y mill 
whm tlu&/dw06 oaljb y r ferfji to^ l9ke viKhge 

idihii .fl|ip«fd«i too mroi^ to tlw wide^ |xi 
ailnw ofi its tieuaig^ mjstbfcen* . Suah a df»m 
we iMi^'faMijf wm^ tb& Yolij^iims ][<4uni9; 
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demned the figurttites to the Uack hole of 
Aristomenes. The fandango is introduced in 
better sodety with a litde i^ore decency; hot 
from a specimen whidi I saw at VaHadolid^ 
its luxuriance w31 .still hear pruning* The 
botera is more boisterous in ita lewdnass^ and 
may be characterized as a. piece of four acts^ 
in the pit>gre88 of which^ the passidnitrepre* 
s^tts gaiiEis an increaong intensity^ imtil in the 
last it becomes the ode of Sappho in pant«miuiie. 
' It is thi^e long leagues from Zwiora ttf 
Toro; and the distance seems really twice as 
long^ from the unvarying appearance of the 
country. wMch is here a continuous com-fid^; 
in whi<^ the eye can ^d no mark or %uie 
to repose on, bM where the only idea exdted 
is, ^ how the inhabitants^ can consume what 
they grow I*^ To add to the wearisomenes^ 
of such a march> you can nev^ find a drop of 
water to slake your thirst, except m a village,* 



and I began to ngh for the brooks and -foun- 
tains of Portugal. 

Approaching Toro, the costume of the pea- 
santry varies. Upon asking some women^ as 
we entered a village^ why they all wore red 
stockings^ while at -Zamora they wore blue^ 
tiie answer was, " Es el stilo, Senor *•— (it is 
the fasUon). There is something inexpres- 
ffiUy lively and prompt in the speech of Spa- 
nish women. Upon praismg the legs of one 
of these village nymphs, she put her heels to- 
gether, and drawing her garments tight 
around her, said, with a laughing air mingled 
with pride, ^ Si, Senor, es verdade : son mny 
ricas"; which literally translated, for your be- 
nefit, is *' Yes, truly, they are rich* legs". 

It was nearly midnight when I arrived at 

* The Spanish ' rieo' and the English 'rich% both 

deriTed firamthe old Oennan word ' rie'^ Biay mean also 

/aUe', 'powerfol'. See Camden's Remains, p. 58. 4to. 

1636. 

q2 
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Toito/Qot Jmmg kft ZtxDon iiti (tonrtab 
eyening^ and having loitered m hMi 9t i^ tft- 
log^ oti the imucL Al9ru8nal» hon^^ec, i»Spar 
«ishtown3kiaieaita»«a6ason,Aei^ 
wis wece either eiijqyi«g themselves in thdr 
buleomes or in th^ PIwa. In ffaput lattef plaee 
weafe setr^ral groups t^dancers^ and pwtiea of 
yowg ttien aingiiig to Ae mellow utad «w^ 
aQcompanimait of the gwtar. Thia^tifti- 
ment seirais to me better caleulated than any 
othar to inspire poetry> except it be tbo kurp; 
bitf yott must not caftfonnd it with 13^ 
twangling tiwg of vrires wbii& i? oftest aean 
in England; the Spanish gnitia is stnnig irMi 
^Atgut^ and beufg struck with a qnffl^ in inii- 
tatioQ of the imtient plectrun^ gsees oi«t,aifiiH 
and rich note* Whqt Phito sajrs. in his laws 
reapecting munic ai^d danchig, Kdems to be 
acted npon by the Sparaarda^ wlia eonsider 
them as the primary elements of 



Mixsie/ howevar, is not ouMrat^ with &9t 
exteeme sdence, and view to eflfect, as anuxig^ 
liie ItsQistais; but confidsts rather in the effiiston 
at soft and plaintive airs, proceeding from 
nmsds imbued widi harmony, and not studious 
of art This tastefor music they must hav^ 
inherited from the Moons ; fi>r in those parts 
of Spam where this eastern people never ob- 
tained a footing, such as Gallieia and the 
Astnrias, the tai^ for music is ncdther so g&* 
neral nor reBnei. 

The aicaldi at Toro was just such a f<^low 
as Horace describes m l»s journey to Bnmdu- 
Slum, a pitiful, pettifogging attorney, assumo^g 
all the airs of the intaidant of a province ; — 

Linquimus, insani ridentes praemia scribse^ 

3AT« I. 5« 35. 

and anived next mormng by breakfastrtime at 
Vffla de la Mota, four leagues from Toro, 
having duded the noon-tide heat, by starting 
at break of day. As the cavalry route was 
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by Medina de Bio Seco, I left them in the 
afternoon for Valladolid, with a {mnnise to re- 
join the party at Palenda. I slept at Torde-. 
aillas, founded l^ Sylla^ the dictator^ which < 
being known, Tordesillas is easily resolved into 
its original appdlation ^' Turris Syllana." In the ^ 
same way, Pan^luna readily suggests itself 
to have been Pompelmia, as founded by Pouh 
pey the Great. Tordesillas is cdebrated by. 
the loves and fooleries of Queen Jane, sur- 
named the '' foUe ", mother of Charles V., who 
lived and died here. The march from this 
place to Yalladolid (six leagues) was truly de- 
lightful, the road lying by the banks of the 
Duero, which was constantly in sight, and the. 
country presenting every variety of cultivation, 
such as orchards, vineyards, corn-fields, and 
meadows. There is nothing like travelling on 
horseback, if you would enjoy a beautiful and 
pittoresque country ; the senses are kept wide 
awake ; whereas in coaches, you travel as if 
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Mly to arrive at the joumey's'ehd, And javm or 
sleep over the Btages ; at least I gbhenlly do. . 
The peasantry m tUs part of CastiUe are fine 
representatives of the men of other times^as well 
in stature and strength as in courage and love 
of freedom. Pensive and tadtiim, they are noib 
easily apeaei out into' famifiarity ; and there 
is a prineipfe of pride witihin them that will 
iiot brook the imperious manner in which we 
had boen^so long ^iccustomed to treat the Por- 
tuguese peasantry* " Bu^ias dias^ paysanol'' 
«iid I to a countryinaii wlwm I was passing 
on the road ; ^' Tambien a usted^ cavallero!" 
was the laconic reply— ^an emphasis being laid 
on the last word, as if to reproach me for the 
term peasant. Had I said '^ labrador ** (la- 
bourer), he would not have been affronted, 
since all who live in the aldeas or villages are 
termed indiscriminately " labradores *", to dis- 
tinguish them from the inhalHtants of towns 
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cities. A litHe tBsrthdv oti, I avortaK^ ft 
drimg hiB twQ iMtiU^ lacbft mth 
ef merrinQiditt. £fVnr}F now snd 
Am be IvekB out into a itmm from a pa^ 
triotic song wfaidfi I kad often h&urd^ tiie bui^ 
limi of iriukji is, thai '' General fiaUasteroa 
had git a dmikvfy iriidi iviiiiDii be mie g^ng 
ta feUdi FeivliiiaDd dut of ForaHoe; and ^haft ai 
aoUier <tf the House ef Boqiiion Is iradli att 
die r^iitiieats of Kapdbeiu*' The air, hdar^ 
ev^, isextpcihefy friid tad brigiBat^* ifia 
mules weie ftotasfiBaH^i deoaeated tdiout tist 



* The words are, 
IS Geaerai BdlasteMrtieQe mi botti^ 

Paia 89par de la Fniiieia el Bey FenusiA)- 
La mugeB de Nigrett6 tiene on tintero 
Para mojar la pluma de Jo66 Primeiro. . 
Mas vale on soldado de los de Bourbon 
Que todos los regimientos de Napoleon. 
Nigretti was governor of Piampeluna, and it is said 
his wife intrigued with Joseph Buonaparte* 
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hMd if^ omamefiti of pteted metol md fiur^ 
and timr taib vrere tied up vnA red and yeh 
Um labmiA. The hut bom tiie ehouldiVi 
to liie Under quwrtert 1f^a» dbsely idtetdn o^ 
cse^ta&tletfhich had been pbeser^ed abiMit 
the tdl^ and friucfat on tihe (Mie^imdci^ was die* 
poKd into the motto of ^' Viva im attid''^ 
^oilg lh0m7]B«ter),aiid ontbeotfiier, '' Viva 
Fer^ S'?'^(lbDg life to Itedraend flie Vtlfh). 
Clipfiiiig tibe liair of the mules iam off" the 
hntk ii a ivy gettieral ]^^tfee> a»d is^^ silp* 
pQttd^ by-heejknigtteiparts eoelytopvev^t^tiie 
attBidas or packsaddles from Imrtiii^ them^ 
/ IlfidieftTordiMdlasmsodbiigoodti^ 
ntefy the whde day was b^»o' me <ifi V^*- 

lodoM^. TUe akatdi vr9» quite tiie reverse of 

• . I .• • • 

* Valladolid was anciently called I^incia. It was a 
favonrite place of resddence witii the Moors. Some fan- 
dful etymologists have derived its dame from Vallia 
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his cdleogue in Toro, and gave me abiOet ttpoa' 
a fuDily/ where I experienced an unusual uh 
stance of hoBptality. They were nearly related^ 
if I mistake not^ to the Marquis de la Mota, 
and lived in the best style. The ladies wer& 
so agree^Ute, that I saw mudi less of the city 
^nd its buil^ngs, than I otherwise shduld have 
done. In the evemng I accompanied them to a 
tf^rtullia^ which was attended by all the &dhion 
of the placie. I really think 43iere if less of 
art m the. .compoation of Spanish women 
tjian of any other . people whatever. .They 
neither paint nor patch, nor . have those pe- 
riodical moultings o>f feather which. fiasUon 
elsewhere prescribes^ but they all dress nearly, 
alike, and in the same wiay at all seasons ; so 
that Senora Maria is only to be distinguished 

Oleti; one Oleto, a Moor, being said to have been go- 
yemor pf the city. 
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firom Sefiora Mariana^ by a countenanee jxme 
melandioly, by black eyes ^wiibmlag m a more, 
liquid whiteness^ or by a figure (wbich is* eytt . 
graceful) of a somewhat larger or smaller 
mould. Tlxe basquina^ or black silk petticoat, . 
is generally bordered at the bottom with black, 
beads, and so disposed into an open Ipnd of 
net work, as to a£R>rd the curious eye a casual) 
felicity of admiring the inost beautiful ankles 
in the world. Theur stockings are of white 
silk, and they are never without a mantela (an 
ample veil of white lace), which is gracefully, 
flung over their head and shoulders when*they 
go abroad, and at other times adopted as a 
shawl. Small pieces of lead are attached, I 
understand, to the bottom of the basquinas, 
which accounts for the Ionian elegance of its 
foldings and fall. Amidst the many changes 
that Spain has undergone, the women alone 
seem to be unchanged. Lattices, and jear 



lofQikK^ afid dU6iimai> iiid indeed all tliat med 
to give loviMidakiiig rach a ramanlac aor m 
tfai9^ beymid tJmt of any btlier country^ have 
Idng mice di^af^peardd ; but the passion itself 
sdll constittttes &e eidstente of Spanish women* 
It Is not, bcmever^ that inti^tiii^ kind of love 
whi(& we hear of in Franoe, where a lady 
ikm^es ber lerar as easily and as often as hst 
f^tes, but rallier a devotmi to one ofajeet^ 
w!»eh render ^b&si tbe gres^t tynnts in the 
worlds and makes them etmcb ino;re ad^Mration 
tban wa)» over <^fered tqpat any idd's dnine. 

I stole an houv or two the Miowing mmiui^B;', 
previons to settmg off, and took a vin^pr of the 
exterior 4f some public buildings^ «uch as tiie 
ymwiAtf, founded by Clement Y I^ the bishop'^ 
palace, and tfee resni&iB of that where the hmgs 
of i^pam fiMioieriy held (lieir court; and^faco^ 
kting a vow that if eviar fortune should lead 
vm bade to 4Jus &scinating <itjf, I woidd eac** 



pkH*^ it, ^ven to tibe re^id^ice of tbe r9ii^yFn^4 
Sangrado^ I turned my back upon the prida 
of Cttd CastiUej ip^d pudbed on at a canter i&r 
Vsjienciaj in the kingdom of Leon *". 

As I had the day befoie oie and waa u»- 
mcumbered with apy h^^gag^ I turned oS* 
at Cigalas instead of pursuing the dir^ 
road to Pakncia through Duenas^ fov tj^ pm^- 
pose of seeing a grand specimen of Moon^h 
magnifipenpe <it Ampudia. The towu itadf 

* LeoH^ andeiitly called " SuMftneia**^ aiid ab^ ^ Legio 
Sqylima Qennsnica''^ due dtyof this name having been 
i^ounded by the i^oldiers of the 7th legioiij 19 the tim^e i^f 
Trajan (nd* Ortelium in Thes. Geo^ph.). In old 
Spanish^ the people of Leoix were called Leonesc^; 9iid 
were perpetually at war with their neighbours^ the Cas- 
tilians^ respecting the boundaries 0^ the two provinces. 
^ OastcfianoB j Iieonescs 
liJmen graades disawiwcmfls, 
Sobre el partir de las tierras^ 
Y ol poner i».lf»,vaf^ont&>" 

oLp.MirAMcaB. •; 
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is inconsiderable^ the inhabitants not exceed- 
ing 300^ but the immense masses of stone 
which are still standings and the extent of 
ground which they encircle, are living tongues 
proclaiming its former strengA and popula. 
tibn. Only a part of . the castle now re- 
mains, but tlmt is in the best state cxf pne- 
servation. Many of the chambers are asto- 
nishingly perfect considering the lapse of 
ages, and the little care and curiosity which 
the Spaniards evince widi respect to early 
works of art The following is a rude sketck 
of it, but it will convey a better idea than 
any verbal description. It is only of that part 
of the castle which is in best preservation^ 
the rest being nothing but a heap of ruins. 
This place was perhaps called originally Al- 
pudia, vfdth the Arabic article prefixed *• 



* Covraruiras, whom I liave sfaioe eensolted, 
it differettdy. ^^ Alpudia^-fueron dertoe pueUos en 
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Palencna is four leagues from this, and^ 
owing to its low situation, you do not see it 
until cm the point of entering the suburbs. 
It has 8 range of hills for the back ground, 
which our cavalry occupied during the late 
retreat. The city is ntuate on the banks of 
the Carrion, over which are two stone bridges 

Espagna, dichoe AmpurituKM, donde celebracian taxao- 
(U feriaa, poUadon de Gri^os, coolo la demonstrar «1 
nombre "Efivof lai— deiimos tambien Ampadiaa y Ampa- 
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at about 100 yanis apart. Previoua however 
fx> these the road is conducted over an excel- 
lent canal which connects Caatille with the 
Asturias. Palezjicia was patting on its gayest 
appearance a$ I entearedj that is^ tile sun was 
settings and the inhalntants pouring finlh from 
th^ houses to enjoy the coohiess of the 
evening in the pubUc walks or ice-houses. I 
Mw billet^ (m a genteel family who were 
ipianimpus in their praise of the French., of- 
i^cers. They had given, they said, quite a new 
character tp their tertulliaSj^ by introducing 
the reading of \yorks of literature as part of 
the amusement of the evening. I afterwards 
understood that the youngest senoi^ta of the 
£amily had eloped with ap, officer of chasseu];s 
previously to the battle of Vittoria. 

As the cavalry had a halting day ^n thi^ city, 

A large party assembled at two o'clock, mk 
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lyfte !niiOBuiBtfdy ufooBBd^s * for the - sttBd^ of' 
da cli<v a magnificent ctish^ $xidi worthy bf on: 

Az^0mb»im^ in coiOfiQtttioii^ it wa0> as you 
duy wjr^ rath^ hettrngeiiiemui. Be6f aiid 
isansages, mutton and bacon cut into small' 
pieces^ sorrel and saffi-on^ pigeons £^d pimen- 

I . • r 

ft 

to— all stewed together a^d dispos^ rcmnd 
a, large tarkey. Th^ &r fmoQ, chopped; 
(^nastnuto and dudoti^ oauliflowmRi: and JmA. 
Aggs boiled in butter. I fency I heai^ yiou 

say that this mess outdoes that bf the doctor 

, . ■ . # • . ► 

m Peregrine Pickle ; but if you will not take 
my word for it^ goodne^is^ tjpy it; and, if not, 
immediif^t^y regigtei^ in tfact fiiinUy f^ia^U 
hode, or poh^ilmd in tke ntEtt edition of / that 
valuable ^' System of Doines^ Cookery *\ t 
renounce for ever all pretentions to gastroiio- 

/ • / • / « 

m)b*. . The white wip9 of Navarre (from the 

/ t All iitlii^ Ittm teA ailfy lintofti^ 

de la gueole : Artemidonu Aristophaiieiis vac^^i^fmft 

R 
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neigUxttirliood of Ronoeiralk^) wta aceUent/ 
and the red of Riocca only tolemble, as it* 

rvttxoi Xi^iK^ 80 higUy oomm^ded by AtJieDaous^ liSb^ 
3(iy. p. 663. d. and in other places- Epaea^tns and: 
Olaucus the Locrian also ranked high among th^ ^p-*. 
voMrrix^ v^ayjAartai a^iara^, Antient Rome had its 
Apicins^ and modem Rome has often introduced to the 
world its " Maestros del Arte del Gudnare '*. Spain 
Has its " Arte de Cocina, pasteleria^ bizcocheria j con-' 
servena.'* France boasts its '' Cnisimer Franfois^.^ 
Bdgiiun her Vorseknan and Peter Sdbolier. His last 
was a semitor of Antwerp who wrote a Treatise on 

Cookery under the assumed name of Marcus Antom<« 

.» > ■ . • » - ' 

nus. In England^ not to mention those of inferior 

note, the illustrious Eatchener is fiudle princqw. The 
most antient oookery-hodk perhaps extant is a Spanish 
isae, vixi — ^'^ Idbro de gniiBadoBj maajares y potages. 
Toledo, 4to, mplxXyuJ' ^ . 

Since writiiig the above, I find in the Bibliathec9i 
Harleiana under the head of Cookery, the ", Treasnrici 
of commodious conceits and hidden secrets, and may be 
called the Housewife's Closet of Heaith&l FtonAA'% 
8vo, 1578- : *' ^ 



I 



Spani^ds still use tbis 'primitive method (^ 

9 

tiraai^p!6rfin§^; their /wine in pellecos (or she^ 
nldns dressed Tidth pitch). Two. of ^the^e 
'ttisshapen looking botdes when full are a jnvX^ 
Jitad; and are: xnWfh moT0 eai^y cfnrried than 
two bjorrelscoi^dbe. . / 

The <»Uy (^j^t worth sedo^ in P4e^ 
the jpath^dral, th^ interior :<>f-w)ikh . is ii> ji 
4tyle of simple; .graiideur.. ; Tlie fo^pf tihp 
building is that of an oblong spheroid^ t]^ 
aisles raunding^ off at the two extremities, 

are sonde tdi^raUe paintings ii^ ihe little oiia- 

•ft 

'tones ; which are in die lefib-hand aisle as you 
.appi^a^ the altar. . Before one of these or)|- 
rtoria.a placard k suspended, aimounen« 
that the Bishop of Palencia grants forfy 
: days' indulgence to a)l who shall pray de- 

r2 



^Udy 6t this Altttr. In tte l^eMfjr t&ey Aim 
ybu an dptk»l illusioii. They have a ntttt 
)^;titte i^pi^esdntin^ a ^h^ a tile Aamh; but 
When y^u look at it thfongh a small hole k 
the widnseot, it 6;pp&6M a sti^xtg lik^n^M ^ 
Charl^ y. The inhabitants ai Palenda do 
not exceed 3000. The Flrendi icftitied away 
iBim lAie beauty of Ae place who Were willing 
^to ^llow their fi)rtanes^ In ev^ city I find 
they are liked^ and are hated only b the vil- 
lages. 

' Joseph Buonaparte Was reviewing his troops 
en the evening prior to our amy ent^fing on 
"^e following mommg. Thef who didike or 
pretend to dislike the Prendh^ have sU 1h^ 
'following mcknames for Kmg Joseph: iH po- 
triBa^ el colosotle Rosas^ el siete qittrtas^ «I 
tio Pepe (undo Pepy). Pepe^ indeed^ is ^ 
ittual appellation; whence ^derived I caimot 



/ 1 r- 
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fb^Umn untS th? tiroq^ c^puld cm^ up, I 
feS mta Qwym»iim witii a Spapk^, 1>y Mft>< 
mg ImH i^^pee^ isKW^ raioB wh^h app^wod 
ftfc « liltid di9(»oc0 4» two ii]|^?4QafHBliap04 
tiilk ia ih» 4ir^etioa of tib Pis^erga m&tp 
On libfi me> lie told im, wb» oiiee i^ img^iiSr 
cMit tomplo^ 4e4lf»tted to Jmi$ do Opt^ 
<J^mi9 of the Hill)j wlmh the Frewb bad dee 
irtroyfed; ic^ tho otber« the T«»iaipii Wfiro Mo^ir^ 
ifili, ThoSpwl^ aed J bec(^si«ig&AiaKar>fa^ 



* It js the vsjoaL Sppw^ «qid ItaJim diwnutjlve fo^ 
jQ8eph->^08e-i^-Gui8q>p^— P^pe. J hdve seen it de- 
rived from pepino, a sort of cucumber, and which from 
itB plentifulness is used as a word of contempt. Hen6e 
the sayiag, ^' No vale un pepino" j(not worth a eueiuk- 
Imr). 'f No danele un pqpiao ** (not matA a ruflh|. 
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consequence, as I ihink>of mypraasifiglteiii^ 
of Castille, and their antipathy to '* los picoros" 
(for he was a native of Salamanca), he rdated, 
with a peculiar immobility of feature, how 
snugly last year he had murdered a French 
<^cer. The Frenchman had come to his house 
during his absence, and proceeding to take some 
liberties widi his wife, whom he found engaged 
in chopping sausages, she resented his beha* 
viour, and struck him across the forehead witii 
the instrument which she had in her hand. At 
this instant the husband entered, and taking 
t>ut his knife, gave him, as he said with an 
air of devilish satisfaction, five hundred stabs; 
and putting the body into a sack, carried it 
out during the night, and flung it into the 
Carrion. Much as I was shocked at the cold- 
blooded ferodty with whidi he told his tale, I 
.di^mbled, and pronounced him '' a good pa- 
triot Heased iivith the approbation he: xe- 
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oehredj he went on to say^ ibat a few monihjs 
before that, he had been engaged with some 
others m throwing poison into the well of the 
barrack^yard, and that in consequence more 
than twenty soldiers were carried off. It 
.would have been idle labour to have attempted 
to subvert my doughty CastiUan's notions as 
to the right of dispatching one's enemies by 
any means whatever. He had never heard of 
Grotius or Vattd; nor had he any idea that 
enemies should be considered as men like 
ourselves, whom> if we cannot subdue man- 
iiilly by force of arms, we should be ashamed 
-to destroy cowardly and at the expense of 
, those charities which cbnnect all mankind. 

The march of this day presented us with 
a nearer view of the Asturian mountains, and 

Proxiiiia Campano ponti quie villula^ tectum 
Praebuitj et parochi> qtue debent, ligna salemque; 

HOIL SAT. I. 6. 46. 
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i e« pvi^liiiutaeidly^ we wene failkiad far iiie 
m^ M Hwrei% on tke binilffi df the Kn- 
'fitgi^ Hud drew rataons of ifae vxmxseasMj 
rtifiere staitioiwd. Agidlar do Cim^po^ wUdb 
Was .our n^ stage> we finuid « nuB^caUe 
tolvik The earthy of Jose^ BoDnajNatB, 
whidb kad been taktinvt Vktoria bjr Ae IQth 
homm^ WW bni^giit in here in the eveuog^ 

Chi the following monung we eet est Ar 
■Sdyiioca^ in the Actaiiae, dbtent fitp^e leagues 
fr<Hn Aguflttr^ die wfante of wUch is agradual 
eeeiint. Yim i»[«m the Ebro at about half a 
Jeegiie py^yieos to enterbg tiie towii> whidh 
tt ettdxxdCAned, as it wtre^ m « circlp of woeii- 
tainiL The ek b i«du)iied UgUy lodttlttieitt 
Mtviadiiitwdkig the tisneiits itf tttin which 
lifl very fteqaeiidy. It is ^ remarkably fifie 
catde country, every man being a breeder. 
Hay is here what com is to the people of 
Cifetaie. 
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^qpnrters^ Wdinade a party to visit tihe soimse 
of the Ebeo^ whick lisei about twonulesiiEoiii 
ReyiuMa. The source may be known fay aa 
joU cBstle called Mantilbs, idudi is buiit cm, 
a singidacly pxcgecting rocky £n^ the base cf 
which hubble out the drops of iimter whic& 
grm rise to iMs noble river. Lower down 
the atreHun^ aboufc thirty yards firom the hase 
of the rock, are two cQBitig:uous weUs, whidb 
,the oonntry people a£Gain to have heeii 
plumbed iiiiiiont discovering any botton* 
We had ndSiing with as which could emUe 
«0 to Verify this asHBeitioa* Re^osa was &a» 
.inerly called Fonlibile, as I &d in an old La- 
Jin History of Cantahna, ^Oritor [[Iberus 
.aimns^ 9^ Cantaliros in montibns vnlgo dte 
fiaalSlaaB agri JuliobricenRaSyluxtacippidulifl^ 
^podJbcctePontifaileiiDniuiBnt^ j 

I Jtobk lease otmf Geman fiiends at this 
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plaoe^ and turned my horse's head in the di- 
rection of Santander, distant about tea leagues 
"bom Reynosa, and halted for the night at 
Cartes. There is much of historic memory 
romoected miii this place; the vein is rich, 
Imt I had nrither time nor means of opemng 
it. There is a Moorish arched entrance at 
Ihe farther end of the town towards Santan- 
tder, which is in a high and beautiful state of 
preserratioiL Afanost every stone which com- 
poses this arch has some peculiar mark on it, 
mch as swords and other implements of war- 
&re. A great many are inscribed with this 
'Character fxJ. The alcaldi could give me 
no account of it, fiirther than that the arch 
was Moorish, and that the inscriptions which 
are engraven on many parts, are Phoenidan, 
A very lame history! nor am I antiquarian 
enough to make it better. I suspect, how- 
.;ever, that the Goths were concerned in the 
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erection, -althoagh it dq)art8 mdely from 
iviiat is usually called Gothic architecture. A 
reason I have for this conjecture is, that over 
one of the houses in the town there is a 
tehlet in Gothic characters^ which they say is 
an address to Fortune. On the other hand it 
b midntained, that neither Goths nor Moors 
ever entered this part of the country, the 
vntient Cantahria. The latter people made 
iieveral attempts, but were. always repulsed 
by the invincible Pelagius, the reputed bro- 
ther of Roderick the last of the Goths, who 
lived in the beginning of the dghth ceur 
tury^ and whose prodigies of valour have been 
the theme of many a romantic story. The 
successors of Roderick were not called kings 
of the Gk)ths, but kings of the Asturias; Pe- 
lagius being the first who assumed that title. 

Spanish writers have exhausted all their m- 
genuity in finding parallels in history of this 
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renowned iDid dnvidtous pcxratiageu He hn 
been oompaied to Rehoboam, to PdopidM of 
lliebes^ to Bnitas^ to TbtBeyhabui who at* 
pelled the Thirty. His son Tafih has been 
compared to Nimrod, as he was a mi^lity 
hunter^ and was slain bj a 1)ear, which he 
pcirBaed akme in the ardour of the chase. 
This again fiunished a parallel to Adonis^ and 
only requires ns to suppose a bear and a hoar 
the same ammaL The symbol of the hear ia 
very eommbn over jAte doors of many old 
licmses in Ak part of the eonntry^and may be 
^Kime alhuion to thb tradition* 

I reached my port on Ihe fdOowing day^ 



; chartnque viieque. 

HOB. SAT. LIB. I. 5. ult. 
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BJ^TAxronn, au&iist 9Q» 1813. 

A PACKBT from Engiand armed a few day$ 
ago, and is to be fidlowed bjr others inicgiilaar 
IBnccesgfan^ so in future direct your letters to 
lUs port. The novdity of the servioe hfiare 
pleases me mndiy and I am continually cruibsr 
ing about among the vessds and shqpn of ym 
in the harbour. I have just retunued from 
ySantona MrUcfa the Frendi atiU occupy. It 
Jies about twelre leagues k.w. of Santander. 
The Arrow aloop of war blocbdes this litde 
Jbrtress by sea» and a ragiimu£Bn Spanirii 
^army of nearly 6000 men, hrnBly dad and al^ 
most staiving, by land. The Spaaidi troopa 
are nominally well paid» but it nearly attgoes 
in stoppages, so that the soldier newnr his « 
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quarto in liis pocket They Teceive eleren 
quartos* a day^ a pur of shoes every fifteen 
months, and new clothing tnay thirty months. 
It is therefore not surpriaing that the poor 
fellows should be ragged, and have goatskin 
tied round tlieir feet instead <if shoes. Thie 
commending officer of tins i(Hx» sent an ap' 
filicatian to ua. a few da^ ago'for prorincmH, 
^MCrilni^ the utuation of the men under 
-hu comnrand in very affecting t^rms; tiat 
l3t0y'-weTe neai^ perislung' for want of food, 
•nd that bU the remonstrances idnch^he'had 
koadetpthe deputatitm at Santander on tins 
subject, had been treated with neglect. This 
'j^tement, abBbacting son 
i^ouring, "was in the mioi 
■Nation Off tfadr snfieiings, 
rthorities,~before whom w( 
; • A qn^rto is ftnr manvedi 
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med that they had the power'of affordkig ihe 
lequired assistance, and had it not heal for 
our conunissariat, they must cttfaer have raised 
the hlod:ade of Santona or have peiished be-^ 
fore its ivall&i > 

. I canftot too plainly express myabonnna^ 
tion of Spanish ^ governments* Every petty 
town has a deputation or govemmait of its 
own, subordinate indeed to the superior jmita 
of the province, but very ba^y recogniaang 
itp aiM^ority. ' Suiph a deputation is of course 
existing in Santander, and being composed of 
the most tfrealthy inhabitants, may be termed 
A citi^n aristocracy. The consequeiKse thus 
resulting frmn the whole power of the king-* 
d^m being divided among a number of petty 
governments, is the attention of each tpw;ards 
its own proper interest, and a total neglect of 
the gei^c^ral interest The want of connexipi]^ 
therefore, which subsist between one province 
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nig towiis: in ihe tatne provmoe^ may rMOy 
ie dadsaceA fifom so defifictive a lutein ; M 
tbfit if ilie French inrade Csurtifle, the Bi»- 
cayans will not stir out of their tiibnuitaiik to 
afibkd any asfflatanee^ (ind ^e CastiBiaa re- 
hUBB t^ leaxre Ik plainafor tlie aaqie ttaioo^ 
Thua they ndfer tfaemselvea to lie brdlteti up 
in 'detail, hke the sotttemi iitfa^ai il'-^ fsflble, 
bedniie tiiey ham neither the Bense^ nof spirit 
to diflcsm that atxength is the product of 

■ » 

muoQ • ' 

No oountry e^er needed a reform more 
ibaii mretched Spain. For upwards of two 
eentttriea ahe has heen cursed with sudb a 
vptaa of councils as could produce only mis- 

* This is precisely the account given of the Sj^ 
niards by Florus. *' Hisponiie nonquam animus fait 
tdreraos nos nniversffi oonsnrgere: nonquam oonferre 
siyMflaat;'* Gi^. zvn. p. 29B: 
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fertune^ mS aittufdijr. There aie na* Sssi^iliaii 
nine stq^reme or royal couacUis foi! r^tdatin^ 
her home and cobnial departments. Ffom 
such complicated machinery^ where wheel 
woite within^ wheels where one intrigiie dp- 
cumiireBts another^ what else but diisorder 
could i^esult t The Cortes had for long b^en 
the^ mere shadow of power mitil' the late 
evenfa$ imtored itfr Muenoei For a^ letig^^ of 
time prior to 1808^ the kings of Spidn had 
heen^ accustomed to assemble them as a matter 
of form^ and after addressing them with somo 
unmeaning compliments^ to dismiss^ them until 
another session. This neglect of the great 
eouncil of thO' nation paved the w^ for a 
greater stQl; itassembled^nly upon the aeees^ 
£4on of a new king to the throne. The lastr 
time it tikus met by royal edicts Wfis in 1789. 
Gallicia has a separate Cortes ; Biscay and Gui- 
puscoa have theirs. There are about twenty*- 

s 
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six provinces in Spain^ over each o? which pre- 
sides an intendant. These officers prior to 
the king's deportation had such great autho- 
rity^ that they were more looked up to than 
Ferdinand himself^ whom the people r^^d- 
ed only as a sort of old Bonze^ shut up in the 
centre of his dommions, whom they were 
obliged to remember in their prayers, and 
whose name was well suited for verse ; Fer- 
nando Septimo being mcomparably smoother 
than Carlos. The Roman law, with some ex- 
ceptions, is the foundation of Spanish juris- 
prudence, the only laws which she can claim 
as her own, being those which are comprised 
in the codes promulgated by her antient mo- 
narchs under the titles of the ^^ Ley de las siete 
partidas ", " el fiiero juzgo ***, and " el fuero 
real." The criminal code is very defective, 

* " Fuero vale tanto como ley particular de algun 
Rcyno, o Provincia/*— Covraruiras. Agreeably to this 
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and one striking anomaly to an Englishman^ 

the Spaniards have *' Los fueros de Arragon^ el fiiero 
juzgo de los leyes de los Grodos"^ &c. In the preamble 
to the laws of ^* Las siete Partidas ", fuero is thus de- 
fined :*— '' Forus est exercendarum lituum locos^ a fimdo 
dictus^ sive a Foroneo (Phoroneo) Rege, qui primus 
Gnecis l^em dedit. Forum proprie dicitur locus^ quo 
res venales afferentur^ a ferendo nomcn habens." The 
^' Fuero Juzgo "^ is a volume of laws which the Gothic 
kings made in Spain. " Las leyes de siete partidas^ 
son las leyes de Castilla en Romance que el Rey don 
Fernando el Santo (Ferd. III.) encargd a personas 
prindpales y doctas el cuidado hazer neuvas leyes^ y 
recoger las antiguas en un volumen. Acabose y perfe- 
donose en tiempo de su hijo Don Alonzo X.; llamado 
el Sabio> y publicaronse en su nombre." Covraruiras 
further says they were called siete because divided ori- 
ginally into seven volumes. The best edition of these 
laws is that edited by Gregorio Lopez^ a native of Es« 
tremadura^ and a man of singular legal knowledge and 
sound judgment. ( Vid. Bibliotheca Hispanica Nova.) 
" Las siete Partidas del Sabio Reg. D. Alonzo nue- 

s2 



of mercy as best invested in the sovereign, is 
a *' minister of mprcy and |us1ice.'* 

I ^ffi spjiry thM^ I capnpir d^scjiJi)e thft 
$|)«l)iff^. dMo^^ct^ lA very &V0 weble terms. I 
had pediApa; cono^ed too ^Uy of &em afr 
firsts drawing my ideas more from rcnnances, 
where thejr are uniformly represented as noble 
and generous, than from the sober history qi^ 
ij>pd^i3P^ ismes. T^^ Spap}»d^. sej^ to Ijw^^f 
WtoiB<^ all the» prids of &d)r fidsefetheiifr wiibh-. 
out tbe prineiples^ wlm^ sia^ported' it AlK 
sorbed in themselves, they hate the iSbda of a 
foreigner^ and ojoly tolerate him so far as fear 
or ii^t^rest prevails, Yoi^frequentljjmeet with^ 
Qujipfuusioned feelings in &vpiK of li]ijerty4ntW^- 
viduol chac^ctws^but not that mass ofifeeling/ 

if;ament€ glq^^^as por d Lidnciado.Qr^rip Lppes^ &Pr. 
SalamauQE^ 1^56," 3 vols. fol. 
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Hiviueh ydtt wbiM expert from a muititinie liujp- 
posed to be animatied witii the same hatred to 
slavery. Tfaote ebullitions bf patriotism which 
i^ffektied ifpo &tr and gloriouB in their eonkmenc^e- 
in^t> have long since subsided^ and the Spd* 
nturdu^ in be^omin^ amateurs of slaverji, un- 
happily reaiifind that Isentiiiient of Vauvergais, 
^' La torvitude ftbaisse tes hbmmeb jusqu'4 se 
Mti^ Qkx^i^ Thci totise of liberty in this 
(^untiy seehiif b have expired ipnth the Marw 
^^8 di RbMamti and no one has since sud- 
ee^d^d to )x0^ ih the noxed character of irufe 
patriot a^d consummate general; With the 
passions bf an Englishman> I cannot but wish 
W ^e freeddm ttiudi|)hant all the world oifet \ 
but it is a problem whether this country at 
present ig fit for this I4essing. The supersti- 
tion> igik>rance^ and selfishness of the Spaniards 
ilitti^t flf St begin to ^ve way> before iMj cad 
«ftjoy It in a $e<mre and permanent foteu Thd 
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deliveranoe of the Penimula from Frendi 
usurpation is an cera which is &st approach- 
ing; but whether this people will carryforward 
the schemes of national improvement^ whidi 
the gigantic mind of Napoleon seems to have 
projected, or relapse into the darkness of the 
middle ages, must be left for time to decide. 
I do not either attempt or desire to justify the 
conduct of Napoleon towards this country, 
considering it m a human point of view, but 
I see no reason why we may not suppose Mm 
to be a scourge under Providence, to bring 
about a better order of things. The people 
of Spain are not like some nations, fond of a 
little innovation now and then. On the con- 
trary, they have an austere relish for old 
mumpsinms, and without some foreigii im- 
pulse would continue to groan under an in- 
tolerable weight of priestcraft and oppression. 
It is a strange way certainly of dispelling the 
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douds of error^ to introduce trutii amongst 
men by the pomt of the bayonet; this looks 
like only destroying one tyranny by another. 
But as in the course of nature many things 
are necessary, which no one will admit to be 
desdrable, such as hurricanes and tornadoes, 
so in political societies when they become coi^ 
rupted and depraved. 

The situation of Santander is well adapted 
for extensive commerce. An arm of the sea 
flows up about three miles inland. The har*- 
bour might easily be defended against the at- 
tacks of an enemy's fleet, the entrance being 
narrow in consequence of the protrusion of 
rocks on either side, and on which batteries 
were formerly erected. The channel widens 
after passing the entrance, and at its broadest 
part is about three miles across at high water. 
It is rather difficult of navigation, ^re being 
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% cfam^f jsmd-bwks 0a the left ^de^ wUdi 
wtendu lor ^peady a mile from i^ jentxance of 
tbe harbonij while on the right, a fitde bdbw 
the town, is a flunken rodL I do not SBppose 
you ever intend to 8ieer.a yeasel to tthis port, 
\mt I nvention iheae oircumatanees widi a ifiev 
of shewing yott the diaractcar of the people ; 
when the French were h^e^ hnoys wen 
placed upon the zock and fiarattwnkg, hut 
the Spaniards, as soon as they decanted, 
deslToyed them all, in order te enonaaga 
their pilotage. Santander is mi the right 
liank of this channd as yon enter from tho 
sea, aod ships of 4D0 tons biurtfaen eome up 
to the town, and dischaige £har cargoes 
8]^east of A mole, handsomely built, aad wdtt 
furnished with stainsf, eranes, and odier <oiHre» 
menoes for laadmg. The finest houses 6taa4 
1^ this mofe, and winch duis conpietdy dmts 
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out the teat of die tormi fraaiftning tseen ttom 
tiie wader. Most of these looses aire t>n h 
gfBxA 4se^, hmg 'Sfve <K Mh. 9^rkA Ugh/OMl 
of a great 4eptL Hie lovier ffxarts are taken 
up M wajrdioiises, dDe upper are die kaluta^ 
tbni of the vt^eakhy meichaiitau In sooie^ 
aereral faimlies ooeapjr the same faonse^ eadi 
flat having m kiteben and otfa^ domes^ ctm^ 
isenienoes. The rest ijf tiie town comiats of 
Aoij^s, wUdx are ac^hiefly taken up by GertDna 
and Frenchmea^ oomposing that mixed kind 
of populotkni idiich is the osoai dbaracter of 
searports. TfaepuUicinaiiDetisweU^fiPDp^^ 
and affords provisions of di kinds at reason^ 
aUe prices. Fish is iai grevt plenty^ hut in no 
Tadety; iibat which ii most icominon, lond 
vmt esteemed by the Spasiiaids^ is a long, 
thick, and coarse fish, with a black skin^ and 
in its whole appearance monstrously vigly ; it 
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18 called the bonito*, and is an artide of pro-i 
digious traffic ; suffice it to say that you meet 
with it in the most central parts of Spain. It 
undergdes at the sea-ports the process of boil- 
ing, seasoning, and pickling, which is done 
with vinegar, red pepper and oil. It is then 
fit to be put into barrels, and brigades of mules 
carry it off into &e inland provinces. 

There is a neat cathedral, well hung as 
usual with pictures relating to miracles. One 
of these is pre-eminent in absurdity, being 
the representation of two decapitated saints, 
whose heads appear floating in a little boat on 
a most tempestuous sea. The story is, that 
suffering martyrdom by the axe, their heads 
were thrown into the sea, and sinking to the 
bottom, a stone took compassion on them, 

* It resembles the tunny^ and is the scomber pelamis 
of Linnntts. 
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and being changed into a boat^ brougbt them 
safe into this £riendly port. I need scarcely 
say that this parody of the heathen stories of 
Orpheus and Arion is religiously beUeved by 
most of the inhabitants^ and that a great £ast 
is kept every year in conunemoration of the 
event. A fast however^ strictly speakings be* 
comes a feast; for although doomed to eat 
fish^ which to them is really no mortification at 
all^ the day always concludes with what is 
called a Romaria, a term peculiar to the As* 
turias, and which origmally signified a pUgrim- 
age to Rome. It would be difficult to say 
who is the arbiter deliciarum here^ yet every 
one seems to know where the Romaria is to be^ 
although these feasts are kept at various vil- 
lages^ and are occurring every two or three 
weeks. On the evening of a Romaria the town 
becomes nearly emptied of its inhabitants^ who 
all repair to some certain village^ where a 
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gro¥e bf trfeet is getierdlly to be foikiiii. 
Tables ak^e «rring0d> and fumkhed vnth witie^ 
lemotiade^. and dgans. Fiddlers and pipers 
are ia iiliifieit>i» attendance^ altfaough seledt 
l^airlies generally bring their mtnlc mik liiem. 
Herd yoU may aee groups of young odea 
and woAien^ often the first fimailks vk tl» 
{dace^ italtsmg^ or dandng the bokra : there 
a mixed multitude of peasanbry and sailtMrS 
and soldiesa figuring away at the rustit: fan*- 
dabgOb This is the dan^e which has chaMn 
for me ; in it you see sportiTe nature brandi^ 
ing out into Mtitudes the most grotesque, and 
yet not inelegant* The peasant lads aie ar« 
ranged on one side^ their fiiir partners^ with 
kmg braided hair reaching to the Widst^ being 
opposite to diem. Now they adrano^ map* 
ping their fingers like castanets at each turn 
of the tune^ then> looking languishingly upoa 
eadi other, they pause a monumt, recede^ sidfe^ 
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and turn lomicL Tke varietj of costume m 
the meiiy the peenliar neatness^ of the women^ 
iidth the gracefiil mmem&a^ of their anus, 
finish die picture* hi the dance you see 
the Spamarda under their most flattering cha« 
iactev> for it co6i» tiiem nothing to^ be gay. If 
ihey w^e half 39 jealous of their liberties asi 
tliey. are of their j^basures^ lliey would be tfae^ 
fiaeest people on earth. 

Ifr i& a miserable thmg that we* can^ never* 
kpow exactly what is domg in fronts until- we* 
receiire the infidsmation through die London* 
papers. The %hting in liie Pyr^iees^ some^ 
where about thct Valley of'Btotqn and Pass, of 
Bioncevallos^ haa be^i, aa^^we hear> unceasitig^ 
andi tremaaidoua; quite, a mountain warfare^ 
con^istitig of a series of desultory' attacks, 
the residfc of which< is, that Itie JEtrench* are 
cbiyen back intQr , their own country. Sb^ Se- 
bastian, has. not yet Men. The courage and^ 
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activity of the French Govenior Rey is the 
theme of general admiration. Every ma- 
uoeuvre usually practised at sieges has been 
tried on both sides^ as well as some which are 
very unusual. An officer who came from 
thence wounded a few days ago^ informed me 
that the shot of the breaching battery which 
plays against the curtain^ pass over our troops 
at about two feet above their heads. The 
Spaniards have fought better since the enemy 
have been driven over the Bidassoa^ than they 
have ever done heretofore^ and Lord Wellington 
seems to have more confidence in them. In 
England we say^ such a one is going to pay the 
piper: the Spaniards, elate with the prospect 
of entering the fine plains of France, boast 
that the time is come for the French to pay 
^' la fiesta y el ajo", (the feast and garlic too). 
I penetrated, about a fortnight since, some 
ten or twelve leagues into the Asturias, and 
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had it in contemplation to push on to Oriedo^ 
which may be considered as the present capital 
of this kingdom ; Astorga^ the ancient capital, 
hmtg included within the kingdom of Leon* 
I was obliged however to relinquish my pur- 
pose, not being able to find any road that was 
practicable. The only method of reaching 
Oviedo from Santander is either to take ship 
for Gijon, or else to descend upon Leon, and 
fall in with the high road which leads through 
the Asturian mountains. The country I 
passed through after leaving Santillana, the 
birth-place of Gil Bias, was the wildest ima- 
ginable, and inhabited by a race of men not 
less wild in their appearance, although hospit- 
able to strangers. They were chiefly clothed 
with the skins of animals shot in their moun- 
tains. Their hair was closely shaven on the 
back part of their heads, but sulSered to 
luxuriate about the temples. Their language 
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ims. neadjr nmnlriligibfe to\ ps> fromi ths gutr 
turak tone ia whkk they spokt it. in dbnt 
Iflattkr whala appeairaiiee waa or^gfinal and strik- 
ing^andmade m&tfaiDk <i£ tboBtt line of Lucanr*-^ 

Hie prieterLatias acies erat impiger Astur K 

^ Astir waa the chaidoteec of Mexnnon^ wlic^ after the 
siege of Troj-^.came into Spain^ and founded^ as they 
say^ Asturia^ i. e. the present Astorga. It is to him 
that l^iis Italicus alludes^ when he says^ 

YMt et Anrorse lacrymis perf^us in* oziiem 
IKyersam^ patrias fugit com- dfavius^oraS' 
ArmigsT Soi:n<mtfelix:]!il)enmonifc Astir. 



LETTER XVII. 



VITTOBIA^ 8BPTBMBXB 13. 

On the 1st instant we left Santander^ in pur^ 

suance of an order Mr. had receiv^ 

from head-^uarters^ to settle the outstanding 
debts of the army on the late line of march 
between the Ebro and Vittoria. We took 
60^000 dollars with us for this purpose^ the 
carriage of which obliged us to make but short 
marches, so that we had every opportunity of 
viewing the country at leisure. We quartered 
the first night at Torre ^e la Vega, four 
leagues from Santander. I was billeted in 
the house of a widow, whose husband and son 
had been both shot by the French, in cold 
blood, when they forced the passes of the 
Escudo Mountains under General Merle, and 

T 
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occupied Santander. The peasantry of the 
country, under the command of the Bishop of 
Santander, gaM the French the greatest an- 
noyance, by cutting off their parties whenever 
they ctimced to stray in search of providons 
and forage. I adked a Spamard wheth^ the 
bishi^ ey^ fought hand to hand vrith ^ kM 
pic<Kros''2 He answeced, ^^No; be only 
looked on, and preferred prayers tat the suio 
eess of bis Guecfflas.'^ This, mediinks, was 
Btf^re ^pisoopat than mhat is recorded of a 
ewlain Bidlhop of Beaurais*, who always to^ 
the fi^ld aisiied with a haniiscr^ so that lii 
migliionly ''assommet ** the aumy, i.e. braM 
ihcan todeatfa; b^ which tendir conduct he 

* " Philippe de Dreux^ Evlque de Beaavais^ se sermt 
dans lea combats de cette massue (Glava massa} ou 
ttUDBSe^ pouf adsommer 8an9 effusion de sang, afin de ne 
fdntcttc^ltfh^dlr^^galatiterJ'^^Obs^ Militair^ 

(^ M, 9e BoiiiaoiieB4> )L lOa 
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&toid«d the iiin of ^ inneguifirity ^ iriikh he 
would have incurred had he used a (mori, and 
shed blood. The Imhcf h xww living at San^ 
riUana^ the French hadng razed his palace m 
Santandei" to Uie ground^ in revenge ^ for hit 
conduct towards them. So obstinate and ef- 
fectual was the resistanee of a handfitl of pea- 
santry in these mpimtaini^ which aie about ten 
kagoee frem Santander, tiiift the ^nemy were 
eAen obliged to enisiploy two troops of ciiv«iry 

to carry a de^pekdi to Vittoi:sa« 

The following is an extract fsom an inter«- 
eepted letter from General Matle to the LEen^ 
tenaat-generd •of ^Kiiskm at ¥itteria^ wttch I 
teoA al the ii^di'sof thieplaee^ anddMcribeft 
the adii^ty of these mottntaiiieers***^ 

^' Jfi no Mis pUie cA tous pmnAre ; 
yfHih ma ferei«teine lettre ; je deii^ ^'dle CNiit 

T 2 
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plus heureuse que les autres! Je vous envoye 
un officier avec une troupe de huzssardsy car 
mes couriers oidinaires n*arritent. Jamais, et 
sont massacres sans doute par les brigands 
forcenes qui infestent ces montagnes.*" 

An arm of the sea flows up as high as Torre 
de la Vega, and might easily be rendered na- 
vigable. It is called Torre, from an old tower 
which is still remaining. Previous to the war 
there was a large oottcm manufactory esta- 
Ulshed here, belonging to the Duke de VIn- 
£mtado. The manu&cturers were ' chiefly 
English ; and 1 was informed that an Engfish- 
man and his wife were yet livh^ at a little 
farm without the town. The morning of our 
departure this little place was becoming lite- 
rally crowded with country-peoide, who were 
pouring in to an annual Mr. The Paysego 
women were in full force; and as I am so near 
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tiiat part of the country which gives birth to 
these rural divinities^ it wffl be proper to send 
you some account of them. From inhabitmg 
the mountains of Pas, and some others conti* 
guous to these in the Escudo chaiq, they take 
the name of Paysegos. It is only in the cold* 
est parts of Spain, and chiefly in these moun- 
tains of the northern coasts, and in Gallicia> 
that they are able to chum butter. The mild 
temperature of the district, and the excellent 
pasturage with which it abounds, enables &iem 
to supply nearly onennxth part of all Spun 
with this commodity. You meet with these 
carrier-women in Madrid, Segovia, and even 
Valentia and Andalusia. Their articles ot 
traffic are not restricted to butter alone, but 
to salt fish, Sardinias, and the pickled bonito 
or tunny, which I mentioned in my laat 
Their dress generally consists of a yellow 
spencer and short petticoat of brown stuff. 
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reaoldng no l<mer than ihe knoe^ aod di$* 
dosing ]effif whioii it weali . puzzle one to 
determine wheilier tliey wete thidcert at the 
cdf or the ande; find to set them off to stJU 
greater adrantage, these nympbs of Paa t^tr 
due them with blue or brcnm stockings^, with 
splendid red or yellbw cfeckis*. Their shoes 
0Te often nothing but pieces of goabskin iMxi 
abont the feet. 

These Vfomte^ esary two baskets strapped 
behind them like a soldier-s knapsad^. The 
iower basket is qi shape ef a fSamiel^ Vbe point 
of whkh readies nearly to ikdr heels; on the 
top of this is placed an oblong basket^ the 
ends of whicb protrude beyond their shoul- 
ders. These baskets when filled weigh four 
arrobes^ equal to 1281bs.; and beneath this 
load the women walk, nearly bent double, 
at the rate of three miles BXk hour, and often 
make « day^s joum^ of six or seven kagues. 



So accustomed are they to this load, that they 
seem to travel as well with it as without it; 
for when they return with empty baskets, 
they make neither . longer journeys nor walk 
at a quicker t^te^ but continue tramping along 
in- the same ihcurvated position of body. I 
have met with womei^ who certainly could not 
have seen fewer than sixty years, outstrip my 
boi^ in «3cendmg a hill, and girls of ten or 
twelve years of age breaking in to the profes- 
sion under a load which would soon tire a 
London porter. They travel in troops of 
thirty or forty, and you meet with them on 
all the high roads. 

Leaving Torre de la Vega, ypu are no 
sooner out of one village than you prepare to 
enter another. The annexed extract^ from 
my jourmd will answer all the purposes of a 
loBg^r detail. 
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Torre de la Vega, . 
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BesBia. Number of 

. bouses in Cartes, 140. 
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. Bridge ever the Beaua. 
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This last place has a hot- spring of pyrites 
and sulphur, its temperature hmng about 90*. 
On ihe hill, above, is an almost uninhalnted 
convent of Doniimcan fnaxa. The road hexe 
narrows into a pass between the mountains, 
no more level space being left than is suffi- 
dent for the road and the riv^ on the Idt 
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In these inouiitams bears are occasionally 
shot^ as well as a sort of lynx or tiger-cat, 
whose skins the shepherds convert into caps 
and doublets. Tbis pass continues for half a 
league, and could be defended hy a handful 
of resolute fellows against a little army. 

UBAOUX. 

From Lu Caldas to Banos ^ 60 houses. 

St Mateo i 

Los Corales } 100 houses. 

Every house of respectability has* the arms 
of the &mily, blended with those of CastiUe, 
carved in stone, and emblazoned over the 
door. This was part of the antient Cantabria 
itf which the inhabitants are not a httle proud. 
They are said to have been called Canta- 
brians or Biscaini, from the ferocious courage 
they displayed in battle*. 

* In the Cantabrian vrar, at the b^inning of the reigii 
of Octavianus Cssar^ the women even of this province 
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We met on our route BmeuX brigades of 
imiles laden with wool from. Segovin. md 
Soaria. The mule ai^ais) to bear an im- 
mense load, eadb c«rryiDg a amgle si^k 
which is bi^er than, the bea^t ibtelf. The 
muleteeia a£Ebrd a specimen of a fine inde^ 
pendent race of people; countenances pe- 
culiarly expressive, costume at once manly 
and striking, consisting of a jacket made of 
the chocolate-coloured cloth of Saragossa, a 
cori^t of white sheep-skin, and a belt of 
bladk leather about six inches deep in 
which they carry a brace of pistols. A pouch 
for ballK^artridge depends from their should 
ders, and they wear the large slouched hat 
peculiar to the CastiUians. The peasantry of 

outYied each other in ferocity. Thoi« is a good d^ 

jscription of these in Siliu3 ItaUoush^ 

Cantaber ante omneis hyemisque sestusque famisque 

Invictus^ palmamque ex omni ferre labore. 

LIB. III. 320. 
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tifaie Aaf\iria8 we^ar hi^^h piOinted cs^ maide of 
tioek doih. We passed 



LKAOUB. 

8$iBahos..« ^ 40 houaet. 

Las Tragua8..«« ^ 16 f 

Arena ^ 50 ' 

MoUedo i 70 



j Fine cultivation ; lich 

pastures; Indian . 

1 corn, andordiards. 
JL 70 J 



At Moliedo we halted for the night; the 
soldiers who composed the money-guard being 
convalescents^ and unable to make a longer 
march. We were quartered in the house of 
a proud^ but not over-wealthy cavalier. It 
wa» in a manner casteUated ; and in the front 
aalid side^front there were embodied in the 
turrets six huge pieces of cannonry^ which the 
owner affirmed to have be^i left here by 
CSiaarles III.; but I should rather suspect 
.them to have been taken from an old casde 
within half a mile of his house^ of which some 
square towers^, covered with ivy^ are still re* 
matning. The old cavalier had an only daugh* 
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ter^ a pretty interesting young girl^ whom he 
had mtended for a nun in the convent at Bur- 
gos ; but the French had so plundered and 
destroyed his property, that he was unable to 
give with her the required dowry. 
Passed 

LBAOUX. 

r A little distance from Mo- 
St. Martin... ^ 50 houses, j liedo is an iron manu- 

Baroena i 80 ^ factory on the opposite 

V. bank of the Besaia. 

The ascent was now becoming more toil- 
some^ and the air consideraUy colder. The 
scenery on every side ^as magnificent-forms 
wild as chance could cast them. Some of the 
mountains, from the peculiar nature of time 
vast ridges, presented the imagination with 
pictures of lofty battlements and towers. 
Others again were uniformly gloomy, being 
covered with gum cistus, Cantabrian heath, 
and small oak. Here you may see the eagle 
on her nest, and there, a flock of goats, heed- 
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less of the gulph which gaped heneatb^ sport- 
ing on the very .brink of precipices. The 
most' agreeable' odour of mountain flowers 
sahites the sense, whUe many a wUd stream 
gushing from the rocks is ever ready to a£Surd 
you a delicious draught. Leaving Barcena, 
we passed 



ULiQVK* 
. 1 



Ventoralla ... 
Nueve Fuentes.. 

St. Jade 

Besaia ^ 



} 



t 

T 



Lansnelo.... ^-^ 



Source of the river of this name. 

Jast before entering this village, 
in a walled meadow^ is a cu« 
riously carved stone pillar, 
considerably sunk into the 
ground. On it is a knight in 
fall armour, holding a cross in 
his hand, and pressing another 
to his breast. The country 
people could give no account 
of it. 



Beynoea 



s 
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la my qiidTters at Reynosa, I dinoirered a 
little pieoe of antiquity in one of the sap- 
porters of the stairK»se. It is the remains of 
tBL Roman piUar fiaind on the hmiks of the 
river Ebro, at a town called Eatriqncgo (of 
whidi I can find no aoconnt in my map), in 
the year 1663, and dedicated to CSoBstantine 
the Great. That part of the inscription 
which remains is as follows : — — tino pio 

MAXIMO • VICTORI . SEMPER . AVGVSTO. And 

the ^^aph above it is, Juxta ripam fln- 
mmis Iberi ad eam partem qua tendit juxta 
ad oppidum estriquejo.~-1663. Qusere: 
May it not be read £ST riouejo, and this be 
some other imperfect inscription, not connected 
with the (me to Constantine ? The only au- 
thority for my saying what I have as to its 
being found on the banks of the Ebro, is that of 
the escrivano of the place, who could gifra mit 
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no Other eisplotiaitloii on the stt))^ There 
ish monintaifi one league from diU, called tii^ 
ArmdiUl Mountainfy which cbu be isMn 
iM: «ea^ difitant forty miles^ 



♦ The following is a correct copy which I made oi| 
the spot, and consists of four pieces of stone, as marked 
out by the black lines. 



JUXTA RIPAM FLUM 
ftilS IBfiRl AD £AM 
PARTEM Q13A TENDTT 
JUXTA AD OPProUM E 
STRIQUEJO 



1663 



CONSTAN 



TINO PIO 

MAXIMO 

VICTORI 

SEMPER 

AVGVSTO 
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We left Reynoaa on the foUovHi^ maroiiig 
fi» Villa Caya, and nice more b^^ to der 
soend, which you must do any way you lewe 
this place, as it is reckoned the fai^^iest ground 
in Spun. Our route lay throu^ a pleasant 
ralleyi tlie mountains on our right hand rising 
in gentle acclivity, while those on the left were 
remarkahly steep, and fringed, as it were, 
along the smnroit by a singular stripe of white 
looking rock or chalk, which appeared the 
more r^uarkable, as the rest weis of a colour 
nearly approaching to black. This ridge re- 
semUed a chun of battlements built with the 
greatest regularity, and far outmniung the 
eye as to where it ended. We passed 

Medianerae 1 

laaRona 1 

Llano 1 

The ralley still continued to present the 



same itepect^ exce{>t that the white Stripe oa> 
our left was gradually beccaning deeper. The 
country here is highly fertile^ and abounds in 
cattle. Passing Theruelo, two leagues^ we 
came to Soncillos^ one league^ where we halted. 
On the following day, at three quarters of a 
league from Soncillos, we began to descend a 
mountain covered with large oak and bellota*. 
Nothing which I have ever seen could com-' 
pare with the magnificent spectacle on our 
left. The ridge of white rock became here 
swollen out into the most grand and gigantic 
forms. We were on the summit of a moun-* 
taui looldng down upon a valley, along the 
skirts of which, as far as the eye could reach, 
this Une of barrier rose in perpendicular white* 
hess, breaking here and thtee into a porta 

* The evergreen oak. This word is pore Arabic^ viz. 

V 
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Of gap^ of which the mouth might be a mile 
in diameter^ and fonning vast and regular 
amphidieatres^ of the depth of three^ four» or 
five miles> bounded oh every side by the same 
white barrier. The appearance of this was 
magic itself, the light being reflected in such 
a dazzling blaze upon the plfdn of the amphi- 
theatre^ where the eye wandered over woods, 
villages, and streams, in the most enchanting 
diversity. As we descended, another and 
much larger porta presented itself, where we 
could look into a depth of prospect of nearly 
twenty miles, as far as we could guess, the 
rest of the interior space being lost in a blaze 
of whiteness. The path we were descending 
was dreadfully rugged, and we were obliged 
to dismount and pick our way. When th^ 
artillery of our army passed here, it was a 
work of immense labour to get it down this 
mountain, there being, independent of its 
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nteepnesB, so many impediments from trees and 
rocks. The whote descent is about three 
miles. When we reached the level plain, we 
struck a little out of the direct road, to in- 
ti^pect a natural curiosity in one of these portas, 
called " Puente de Dey " (or God's Bridge). 
It consists of one arch, formed by nature out 
of the white rock I have mentioned^ Imd under 
,wfaidi flows the river Nela. The span of the 
arch is about one hundred feet, and thirty feet 
in height, and is nearly a regular curve. We 
crossed this river five or six times in the course 
of the next two leagues, in consequence of its 
winding about the road. 

At Villa Caya we came upon the flats of 
Castille, and bade adieu to the mountains of 
Asturia. This Villa Caya is a shocking dull 
place. Although it has to boast a number of 
excellent houses, and a large andl well paved 
Plaasa^ the town itself seemed quite deserted. 

u2 
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I was 90 much taken up with attempting to 
^tve you some idea of the scenery oh the. left of 
(Hir route, that I forgot to mention the distant 
view which we had of the Puente d'Arara on 
t]|e right, where pari of our army crossed die 
Ebro, and came unexpectedly in the r^ur of 
the Frendi. The two capital movements of 
tins campaogn have heen the passages of the 
£ida and the Ebro; by the former, theeoemy, 
who were expelling oua: advance by Salamanca, 
bei^ame compelled to retire behind the £bra, 
.with the puirpose of keeping this river betiroen 
us and themselves; but Lord Wellmgton, widi 
consummate skill, de^atched General Gra- 
ham towards the source, who, crossing it at 
Puente d'Arara, turned the right of then: find, 
and compelled them to fall back upon Vit- 
toria. 

We left Villa Gaya on the\moraing of the 
91^ instant for Medina de Pomar, distant one 
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l^^ue and a half. We had not proceeded far 
an our route^before we were overtaken by a Spar 
inard on bor^eback^ with a bundle of receipts in 
his hand^ for which he had come to claim pay-* 
ment in behalf of a neighbouring village, Aa 
he aj^eared a shrewd looking old fellow^ with 
something inexpressibly sly in liis countenance^ 
we began to inquire who he was and what he^ 
had b^en. He informed us in reply to these 
questions, that he had been employed by Co* 
Umel Longa^ the Guerilla chi^^ as a spy/ and 
boasted that as long as the colonel lived he 
should never want bread. We learnt from 
him a number of particulars relative to Longa 
and his Guerillas^ who had been quartered in 
ibisL' vieinity . during last winter. 

Longa, before the war broke out, was by 
trade a blacksmith and gunsmith, and excelled 
in it. Hostilities commencing, he raised a 
small band of In'igantes, as they are termed. 
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and armed them from his own manufactory^ 
Ever since becoming a chieftain of Guerillas^ 
he has occasionally resorted to his old trade^ 
for the purpose of furnishing his men with 
arms. Some time ago he repaired to a Tillage 
near Medina^ and kindled his forge ; when^ ag 
he was working away, begrimed with dirt and 
sweat, a small party of French unexpectedly 
appeared before the place, and thinking they 
beheld only a common blacksmith at his work, 
addressed themselves to a woman standing 
with her children before the door, and asked 
where Longa could be found? as they had 
heard he was in the village. The woman^ 
with admirable presence of mind, replied, that 
she believed he was quartered a good way 
lower down, and named the house. Thither 
they repaired, and Longa effected his escape^ 
The French were not long in re*appearing, 
having learnt from some traitorous rascal 



/ 
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that the blacksmith they had seen was the 
Guerilla chief. They now proceeded once 
more to question the woman^ and even the 
little children who were with her^ but such 
was their devotion to his person, that they all 
denied having seen him. The soldiers making 
a search, soon found the unfinished arms, 
which had hastily been concealed among the 
ashes of the forge, and, as a shocking revenge 
for their disappointed hopes, bayoneted the 
poor woman and her family, and then set fire 
to her house. When quartered last winter at 
Medina* an emissary was sent by the Frendi 
to Longa, offering him 100,000 reals to be* 
tray his Guerillas into their hands. Longa af- 
fected to accede to the terms, but required 
25,000 to be immediately paid down as ear^- 
nest-money. The emissary produced the sum, 
which Longa no sooner received, than he had 
the fidlow beheaded as a traitor ; for he was 
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a SpRiuaed. Lobgii gnvc his country anotiier 
exami^ ttf what is due to a wretch who 
wouU betray it. Medina de Pomu: was and 
still is nrnoh affected to theFrendi. TUjb 
Ijmga saw with patriotia ooncern, and watehed 
his opportunity until he detected one of ibfi 
tiuti iohalHtants in treasonable corres^wnd- 
ence. Upon this he had him smed, and try- 
m^ him before a drum-head court-mardid, 1^ 
whom he was adji^ged to die, ordered -the 
magistrates of the adjoining villages to as- 
semble the peasantry at Medina, on a veartwn 
day, for the purpose of witnesnng his execu- 
-tion. The day arriving, he was brought wt 
into the Plasu, where having his anus tied to 
the ^aces of two horses, and his legs to Uk 
> traces of two other, the animals were driven 
, off full speed at cardinal points, each teW' 
ing away a portion of his mangled carc9ae> 
A dreadful and rer^ing punishment, but wdl 



4idapled to answer th^ pufjkMe of dotfOfripg 

The old ^py, whose name wks Torte^f^ 
lated ako many instancies of Longa's genero- 
^ity> which beguiled the way until we came to 
Medinat Frevious to .enteting this towli^ yO|i 
once more cross the Nela^ on the haKks pf 
which are the ruins of a castle whidi belonged 
to the Duke de;Frias ; it was destF(^ed by a 
party of Spaniards, in comtequence of the 
.duke, who is now residmg in France, having 
giv^ himself to the French interest* In con^ 
sequence of the magistrates of the town statjng 
to us that tlie army had done immense injury 
to the neighbourhood, dmring their late transit, 

* I am much inclined to doubt the accuracy of my 
own statement^ and sincerely wish it may be incorrect. 
It is probable that he was hanged or shot in the first 
place^ although at this distance of time I cannot charge 
my memory witi^ the circumstance* - 
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we were inducedto halt for the day^ and exar 
nmie the natare of their claims : these were 
found so weighty^ that we g^ ot rid of a good 
many bags of dollars in discharging them. 
Medina has about 1500 inhabitants ; its situa- 
tion is pretty^ being built on a little ascent 
which overlooks the river. 

We left it next mornings in company with 
old Torre the spy, and struck a little out of 
our road, to visit Salinas, where there is a 
large salt manufactory belonging to the crown. 
The pits cover a considerable extent of ground, 
and the channels and basins for receiving and 
conveying the salt water are well contrived. 
The water itself is supplied from a salt spring, 
and forced up by a wheel worked by mules. 
Sea-water to this is as 9 to 20. They can 
manufacture 25,000 fiinegas * yearly, and there 

* A funega is about lOOIbs. . 
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is an invariable price for the fim^a^ which is 
forty-one reals, out of which the crown pays 
the labourers sixtyHseven maravedis. 
We passed 

LBAOUI. 

Salinas 1 

r Residence of old Torre^ 

Paresotas 2^ , 

C the spy. 

Quincoces 2 

Subijana de Morillos 4 

At this last-mentioned place we took up 
quarters for the night, in the same house where 
Lord Wellington had staid the day previous to 
the battle of Vittoria. At this point, you may 
say, the battle began ; a large body of the 
enemy being posted on the heights which 
overlook the town, and separated from it by 
the little river Passo. Subijana is distant three 
leagues and a half from Vittoria. The skir- 
mishing continued for several miles> till at 
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length the light troc^ of the eniemy fe^ 
back upon their main force. The track af 
the troops was plainly visible^ especially wher** 
ever there had been corn-fields, which were 
now all lying in the same direction^ as if they 
had been purposely strewn so. 

After leaving Nanclares, about one league 
in advance from Subijana^ the hills on each 
side of the road sudd^y recede, leaving the 
plain of Vittoria in the centre. We entered 
upon the plain by crossing a little river over 
the bridge of Puente Nueva, where the tixbrd 
division, under General Picton, passed. The 
seventh division had marched behind the range 
of lulls on the left, with orders to debouche 
suddenly into the plain, for the purpose of car^ 
rying a bridge three miles in front of this 
Puente Nueva. General Hill, with MoodUo'i 
troops^ occupied the heights on die right, havr 
ing crossed the above-mentioned little river at 
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Piieirte Roca, while the great body of the 
army kept the plain. The French, with an 
immense trwn of artillery, occupied a very 
commanding eminence at the extremity of 
the range of hills on the right ; also a wood> 
which lbs in the middle of the plain, and 
which they had filled with riflemen. Lord 
DaQiousie with the seventh division was not 
able to arrive at the time appointed for carry* 
ing the bridge, and Picton, aware that this 
was a decisive moment, attacked and carried it 
without any assistance. 

The gallant general had been for some time 
under a cloud ; the principal cause of which 
is stated to have been his rough and unpliant 
temper. The third division had always been 
called, par excellence, '' the fighting division '*, 
imng ever foremost where danger was the 
greatest. During the late advance, however, 
tfa?y had been saddled with the scaling ladders. 
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and other necessary lumber of the army^ and 
this had greatly annoyed Hcton, and contri- 
buted to produce still greater ebullitions of 
temper, which it would have been more pru- 
dent in him to have restrained. On the 
march, head-quarter's baggage has the privi- 
lege of continumg its route, without turning 
aside to allow any troops to pass it. One 
day> Hcton overtaking it with his division, 
ordered it off the road until he had marched 
by* A part complied, but Lord Wellin^n's 
butler refused to obey, pleading head-quarter 
privilege. Upon this, it is said that Picton 
struck him with the umbrella which he usually 
carried to defend his eyes, which were weak, 
from the sun, and accompanied his castigation 
with a threat of having him tied up and 
flogged by the provost-marshal, if he did not 
^immediately give way to the division. 

In the battle of Vittoria, Picton did not 
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tliink that such a post was assigned to his 
troops as their oft- tried valour seemed to chal- 
lenge. An aide-de-camp of Lord Wellington 
riding up to him shortly after the engagement 
was begun, and about the time Lord Dalhou^ 
sie was expected to debouche, enquired of the 
General, *^ whether he had seen his Lordship?" 
Picton's voice was never very musical, and on 
this occasion it was absolutely hoarse. *' No, 
sir,** was the reply, *' I have not seen him — 
but have you any orders for me, sir ? " ** None ", 

r 

said the aide-de-camp. '* Then, pray sir, what 
are the orders you bring ?•*—'* That as soon 
as Lord Dalhousie shall commence an attack 
upon that bridge, the fourth and sixth divi- 
sions are to support him." Picton, drawing 
himself up and putting his arms a-kimbo, then 
said, " You may tell Lord Wellington from 
me, sir, that the third division, under my ccmh- 
mand, shall in less than ten minutes attack 
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die bddge and cmrry % and the fouflh and 
sixth dlvisians may support if they choose ! " 
Upon this the gallant general mounted \xs& 
horse^ and putting himself at the head of his 
troops, waved Us hat, and led them on to the 
diarge \vith the Uand compellations of '' Come 
on ye rasdals f come <m ye fighting villains !'* 
The bridge was carried in a few minutes. 
These particulars I had from Colonel — --, 
who was badly wounded in the battle, and is 
^t present laid up in Vittoria* 
. At.a viUfige in front of the bridge, called 

either ArineK or Gomacha, the regiment, 

under Major , lost, as Picton said, all the 

honours they had won. They would have been 
cut to pieces, had not the forty-second come 

up and relieved them. Major is report* 

.ed to have been found skulking in an old house. 
•Here it may be smd the battle was gained^ 
allihcyugh the fighting continued all along the 
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h%h road to Vitloria. The houses. in the 
villages^ and the trees by the. way-^diiei; still 
bear testimony to the mtisket andxannon balls 
which were expended; while bones of men 
and; horses^ fragments of plates, pieces of wad-r 
ding, old caps, relics of jackets, and cartouche- 
boxes, bits of rags, buttons, and shoes,' are 
speaking mementos^^of this glorious and bloody 
day. 

This victory, obtained with comparatively 
small loss on our side, has been the most use-* 
ful as well as most signal one in the;PemhsuIa. 
It is often the resource of ignorai^ generals 
to risk an engagement : — when they are at a 
loss what ta do, as Marshal Saxe observed, 
they fight a batde ;r~but in the present in- 
stance; the Firench had their choice of either 
fighting or relinquishing th^ Peninsula ; and 
so confident were' they of victory, so secure in 
th0 fanci^ strength of their position, that 

x 
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even ibe probabifity of a defeat seems never 
to have occurred to their presumptaous minds* 
The plund^ on the field was immense. AH 
the spGols of &x long yean of rapine became 
concentrated here. Even the wires and mis- 
tresses of the French officers were present in 
carriages and on horses^ as though they had 
come out to see a xeview; and the soene whidi 
ensued when they found themsdves deserted 
by die prestige of their &rtune^ and our ca- 
valry daddng in amongst them fer the purpose 
of taling tender duorge of their persons and 
jfKfperty, defies all description. 

We found it impossiUe to obtain quarters 
in Yittoria, every house bring filled witii 
wsimded offiesrs. At lengtii^ after ramUmg 
about fer two hotai> I succeeded in hirii^ a 
litde room hi a dirty back street, by agreeing 
to pay a dollar per dietUt As soon as I had 
ti&en possesrion of my <:ell, I widked <mt nvith 



LETTER XVII. 80V 

a itUmd, m s«ftroh of mum pktc^ y^k^e wd 
could dine U)g&&tr, and w^ &om mnde chxAce 
of a house, which a few weeks aga had dotifot^ 
\em been a '' Table dlidte"; ot* '^ Maisdti de 
matiger*'; howerer^ imdei^ flie n^sr te^ta^, 
it proposed itself to the notiee ^ the htmgry 
traveller &b being '^ A good Eng^ Eating- 
Housed An Engfish Eating-Houi»e in the 
heart of Spahi ! We had scarcely entered, 
when a loqtiaeioQi^ little Frenehwotnan pulled 
us Hito the kitdien in order to choose o^r dm- 
nar. It wa» well funnshed wif% eomesstibies : 
plenty tsi ga,me, and more Am plenty of pigs^ 
£!et and ealveii^ ears. Our repast eo»i»$ted of 
a ^^ W-sibek Si FAngloise^ a bottio of EngBsh 
portety English eheese/ md two bottles ist 
BourdeauH^ winch firotn ib flavour mighi hav^ 
been Englisdi too* The biEl> of course, umtt 
be English ; and H was so, even to the fearful 
initials ol £ s. d., under which you might 

x2 
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read £2 7s. 6d. or nine dollars and a half, as 
they passed for five shillings each. But then 
we were English—" bons gens ^ as the French- 
woman called us ; and as this was a " good 
English eating-house "j it was impossible to be 
otherwise than satisfied. 

We closed our evening at the theatre, where 
we found the histrionic gentlemen ridiculing 
the French, having no doubt in our reverses 
done us a similar favour. Never were people 
less calculated for the sock than the Spaniards ; 
they move about like monkeys taught to walk 
in slow time, preserving withal, even when 
they wish to be very facetious, a most provok- 
ing unmobility of countenance, and destroying 
the sonorous flexibility of th^ language by 
the monotony of their delivery. The actresses 
are more engaged in looking out for winks 
from the boxes than attending to their cha- 
racters, which consequently are no better sup- 



j 
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ported on the stage than they are off it. The 
night concluded with as nusca^ble a pageant 
as ever disgraced a theatre. It was termed the 
" Alliance of Spidn and England", and the 
dramatis persons will shew you that they can 
outdo Wall and Moonshine, and even those 
extraordinary personages. Strength and Force, 
in the Prometheus. — 

Espagna La Indnatria 

luglatiena £1 Rocodjo (Joj) 

El orgullo FranceB (the £1 Commerdo 

proud Frandunui) Virtudes que no hablan 
La Nav^adon (Mute Virtues). 

This aty abounds in billiard and gambling 
rooms, bathsj " masons de cafe pour les of- 
ficiers ", and other maisons of a less reputaUe 
descriptioD ; " tmlleurs de Paris ", " estami- 
nets",— in short, all the fiiponerie of the 
French capital in miniature, with more than a 
just proportion of its vices. A Frenchman 
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speaking to me of the morals of Vittoria, de- 
scribed it as a {dace well suited " pour lacher 
la bride." The vramai, tokii^ Uietn collect- 
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battle is disposed in three lines, according to 
their size, in a field in the suburbs. The 
French cannon, as well as the . Spanish, have 
each a distinguishing name inscribed on them, 
such as liberie, Egalite, Fortune, &c. Co-' 
lonel — — , who was wounded in the late 
action^ will leaye this in a few days for Eng- 
landj and has kindly offered to take charge of 
this letter. I will write to you from Bilbao, 
where we shall probably make some stay. 



i 
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BihRAd, 16th.octobxb^ 1813. ' 

We remained several days in Vittoria after 
the date of my last letter, and then resumed 
our journey towards the coast. The country 
through which we passed, although extremely 
mountainous, displayed an enchanting fertility, 
being checquered, wherever cultivation was 
practicable, with vineyards, orchards, and 
corn-fields. The wine, however, which is 
called here chacoli, is extremely thin; the 
fruit excellent, and in great variety. Peaches 
are the product of every garden, and are ob- 
tained without grafting. Farm-houses pre- 
sent themselves everywhere, and often sur- 
prise you in sequestered spots where you least 
expected to find them. To speak, however. 
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with becoming respect of this part of the 
country^ the farm-houses should be called gen- 
tlemen's seats^ for their owners^ although they 
walk with long staves in their hands^ often 
barefoot^ and clad like rustics^ and although 
you often surprise their daughters, like the 
beautiful Nausicaa, washing the family linen 
in the brook, assert, notwithstanding, their 
daim to be called hidalgos* conoddos, or 
gentlemen of distinguished famihes. They 
are as accurate in their pedigrees as a Welsh 

* Hidalgo6> or fidalgo»— quasi fijos de algo (sons of 
somewhat). ** Algo^ absolutamente^ vale qualquiera 
cosa de valor^ y hazienda, y riqueza." — ^Covraniiras. 

This will more plaiidy appear from the foUowing ex- 
tract from one of the antient laws of Spain^ in which> 
making provision that persons chosen for the profession 
of arms should be men of reputation and substance, it 
directs, *' E por esso sobre todas las cosas cataron que 
iuessen hombres de buen lineage, porque se guardasson 
de fazer cosas porque pudiessen caer en verguen^a ; > 
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genealogist, and sum up^ with all i mag in able 
efiae, a long line of smoky ancestors as fiur re- 

poique estfw faenm esoogidoft de buenos logures et con 
algo^ por esao los llamaron figoa CHijos^ de algo." 

There are three degrees of fidalgos recognized by the 
law:— - 

1. Ftdalgofi de solar conocido^ ivho possess an aaeieiit 
mansioB^house (caaa solaritga) bj hereditary li^^ 

2. Fidalgos de exeeutoiiaj who caa prore their nobi- 
lity by witnesses or written documents. 

3. Fidalgos de privilegia^ who have obtained the 
rank by purchase or patent^ or have received it from 
the king^ in reward of smne military service. 

The origis and use of the term grandee^ peculiar to 
a certain dass oi Spanish nobility^ is simikr to those 
which were in use among theIlomans> sock as mi^^aates^ 
proeeresy optimates ; or to the tiufKles of the €rotka^ 
firom tief| 8^;iufying '^ to be hig^ er pewarfuL ". Some 
pretend that this dignity was first regularly instituted 
during the reign of PfaiHp I. sumamed '^ the Beau**; 
others that it had socceeded, before thiii, to another an- 
tient tUes wiiich was called rioo hambre. These gran* 
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moved as Pdagius. Some even will venture 
to strike as high as Tubal> n^faew of Noah, 
who is said to have oome into Spain 1 4S years 
after the Deluge^ and to have founded^ in com- 
pUntent to his unde, Noela in Gallida, and 
Noega in Asturia. 

The great boast of the Biscayan ieu that he, 
has no Moorish nor Jewish Uood in his veins, 
and tibey proudly style themselves ^ g^te lim- 
pisfflma \ Their language too> (the Basque,) 
is peculiar to themselves, having no analogy 
whatever to the present Spanish. This lan- 
guage existed before the arrival of the Ro- 
mans, and was then unlike what was sp(4{£n 
in tiiie othear parts of the country. It is men- 
dees are described by a Spanish author in the following 
pompous terms :-— '^ Los grandes son ks vassalos imme- 
diatos a la persona del rey, can la pre3N)gativa de cu- 
brirse^ y sentarse ea sa augusta presensia, y es por esso 
que los llama gimndes, por antonomasia" ! 
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tioned^ I am told^ by Pomponius Mela and 
L. Seneca^ who were themselves Spaniards ; 
the first being a native of Andalusia, the last 
of Cordova : the Biscayans assert that the 
same language is spoken at the present daj, 
without any material corruption. It is reck- 
oned extremely difficult ; the curate of a vil- 
lage, who was a native of Salamanca, told me 
that it cost him the labour of seven years to 
acquire it. To unaccustomed ears it sounds 
a coarse and barbarous tongue, but is pro- 
nounced to be very expressive and highly 
figurative by those who understand it. The 
following words, which I picked up in my 
late peregrination, will shew you how much 
this language differs fi*om Spanish. 

BASQUE. SPANISH. 

Obeje. Pan 

Adoaa vino 

Suja lumbre 
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BABQUX. 8PAVUH. 

Episcovade pouco 

Skarriscat2o ! gratias ! 

A to8..,« veni-ca 

Arraiwa* !. maldito ! 

Maneshn chica 

Vay si 

Es no 

Tshu toma. 

You enter the town of Bilbad from the 
Yittoria side (from which it is distant ten 
leagues) by a long unconnected street^ which 
tenninates in the market-place. This last is 
close by the banks of the river^ over which is 
a bridge of one large arch nearly rectangular, 
consequently it is very steep and inconve- 
nient for passage. At the left-hand side of 
the market-place, looking towards the river, 
is a handsome church, and adjoining this is 
the junta-house, the lower part of which the 

* See note> p. 94. 
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merchants use le sn exchanges while the apart- 
ments ahove are appropriated to the o£Bces of 
the deputation of the consulate, of the alcaldi, 
and of the two deputies who govern the sen- 
oria or domain of Biscay ; for the king of 
Spun is not king of this province, hut only 
senor. 

Bilbao, although so populous and of such 
cfHumerdal notoriety, is yet but a town ; the 
natives, indeed, regard it as the C8[ntal of their 
r^ublic, bnt the city ca^tal is Gnendca, an 
inij^ficant place five leagues horn tins, but 
whith« die deputies toe obliged to repdr in 
order to their behig duly elected. The sefi- 
tma of Biscay may well be tenned a repuMi^ 
although it l»s virtuaUy h»t (Ms distiite- 

tinn Btn»> tliH Wa rmm1iilwtn_ Ant^nnr Tiaw. 
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dom. The inhaUtants taxed themgelves, and 
after subtracting what was necessary for the 
public expenses of their senoria^ presented the 
remmnder as a donative to the king. The 
only ftmctionary allowed to act here on the 
king's account was a single officer of customs, 
for the purpose of preventing contraband 
trade ; and it can easily be conceived what a 
shadow of authority he enjoyed in such office. 
The only municipal duties prior to the late 
events were a half per cent to the consu^ 
late upon impeded goods^ and a trifling tax 
to (he deputies for the *' gastas de la villa '^. 
The duties paid now to tibe consulate are be- 
come augmented to eight per cent. TheBB- 
cayans are so jealous of thdr pxivSeges, that 
they wiH not aQow any fordign merdiant to 
estaUish himself within their senoria, imd 
very few indeed fix)m the other provinces of 
l^ain. The prindpal comm^cial streets of 
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Bilbao run nearly parallel to each otiher^ and 
terminate in the market-place^ These are all 
neatly paved with small pebblenstdnes^ and 
furnished with drains. Previous to the French 
occupation, no wheeled carriages of any de- 
acription were suffered in the streets, but only 
a sort of sledge for conveying merchandize. 
At that end of the town in opposite directidn 
from the market-place, there is a public walk by 
the river-side, well planted with trees, and in 
this walk the streets which are not commerdal 
terminate. In these, many of the houses are 
of a sumptuous description, and faced with 
ime polished marble, while others are painted 
in a kind of fresco. In the Calle d'Estoufe, 
which takes the form of a crescent, the houses 
are all built of free-stone. The peculation b 
estimated at 11,000, and divided amongst 
five parishes, with a diurch to each. Beside^ 
these, there is a tutelary chapel on a hill over- 
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Ibakmg the towny dedicated to Noissa Seuorft 
^ Begcxnia. By all accounts ^^ Qqr La4y of 
Begonia" is a very extraordinary petsonag^^ 
hiving p^ffbhned Jos many miracles as ^ a 
fofio. TIus &lio is :aetuaBy in pribt^ aod 
abounds "with sikh itales aa the folloVnng'^:— 

'^ ,Aii . adventurous mariner of Pciba^ yAiQ 
wns whale £shing dF the coast of Greeidand^ 
iseeing his ahip on die poibt of being ^prushed 
to pieces between two enoxljioUS ice-bergs^ 
prayed fervently to-!Kr<)ssa.3enorade Beg^lnfi^ 
and the ship was safely wafted tmder water 
into £he hacbour of Bilbao/' The priests tell 
the people that tiie sacred hKiage of Our Lady^ 
which & preserved in the chapel^ was found 
one day near the spot mttix^ txpon a thorn- 
bush^ and from that iime^ which is immemo^ 
rial, they built her a house. 
. Before the retolution Bilbao could boast X)f 
mai^ magnificent monasteries. The French; 
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however, sent off all the monks prisoners to 
France, and the monasteries are now con- 
verted into general hospitals. 

I have taken frequent rambles into the 
mountains since I came here, for the purpose 
of observing the manners of the peasantry, 
who are extremely interesting, as being an 
aboriginal race. It is impossible for a stranger 
to dive minutely into their characters and 
mode of thinking, because a knowledge of 
their strange language is essentially necessary 
to do this, and they themselves speak little or 
no Spanish. The truest resemblance whidh I 
can find for a Biscayan mountaineer is^ to 
compare him with the peasantry of Ireland. 
He is generally tall, nervous, and well made, 
with a most serious, and often pitiful, cast of 
countenance. In complexion he is white, 
with eyes penetrating, and nose aquiline. 
The crown of his head is often closely shaven. 



1 
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vibSle a profusion of long lank hair hangs 
down his shoulders. They are very choleric, 
and I think treacherous ; but they have the 
character of being extremely honest when 
once attached. The hovels of the lower or- 
ders are like those of the Irish ; pigs and the 
&mily dwelling together, and filled with 
smoke. The generosity and hospitality of 
the Irish is however wanting, and a stranger 
is always considered by tliem in the light of 
an intruder. 

We have some very pleasant society here ; 
the tertuUias or routes are well attended, and 
I have been fortunate in meeting with some 
young Spaniards who have more taste for li- 
terature than what the youth of this country 
generally evince. I am indebted to them for 
an acquaintance with the beautifiil little Fables 
of Uriarte, the only writer of any reputation 
who has appeared in Spain for some years. 

y2 
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1 hare not read his comedies, but intend pro- 
curing them at the first opportumtj. His 
poem, entitled " La Musica'*, is a very fine 
composition, which I would recommend to 
your perusal, and I should think you may 
procure it of any of the foreign booksellers 

r 

in London. It was published at Madrid in 

1784. Nothing appears to have been writ- 

^ > ... 

ten since Iris day which will repay the trou- 
ble of perusing; and, indeed, in the literary 
as well as in the political world of the Penin- 
sula, there is a miserable dearth of what Sir 
William Jones, in his Alcaean Ode, terms 
" men, Ugh-minded men.* Most countries, 
under circumstances similar to those which 
have befeUen Sp^ and Portugal, have 
put forth some commanding characters who 
seemed designed by nature to make a figure 
in eventful times; but here, with the ex- 
ception of a few instances of middle-rate 
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.. . ' 

talent and bravery^ all has been uniformly 
cold and barren. 

Bilbao is said to be the antient Flaviobriga ; 
but it is likely that Portugaletto, a little town 
at the mouth of the river, is the site of the 
city of that name. The river itself is known 
to few of the inhabitants by any other name 
than the river of Bilbao; its proper name> 
however, is the Ibal-saibal, a compound Bis- 
cayan word, of which I have yet to discover 
the meaning*. The present Bilbao was built,, 
they say, by Don Sanchez in 1300. 
' Biill-fights, which are now prohibited by 

* By Latin authors this river is called Nervio ; but 
I think it probable that Ibal-saibal is the original ap- 
pellation in the antient language of the country^ and is 
perhaps alluded to by Pomponius Mela> when he says^ 
that there are among the Cantabrians some people and 
rivers whose names cannot be pronounced in Latin.— 
*' Cantabrorum aliquot populi amnesque sunt^ sed quo- 
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law m the other parts of Spain^ are yet tole- 
rated in the republic of Biscay. There has 
been one exhibition of this kind since our ar- 
rival ; but instead of those noble and daring 
cavaliers who used to enter the lists^ we had 
nothing but a few butchers and blackguards. 
Even the bull seemed a degenerated beast, and 
requh-ed to be made savage with squibs and 
gunpowder; while the horses on which the 
picadores, or lance-men, rode, were of that de- 
scription called dog-horses. 

nun nomixia nostro ore ooncipi nequeant.** Lib. iii. 
c 1. Strabo^ also^ in Book iiiv makes the same com- 
plaint respecting the harshness of Cantabrian words, 
and cites several examples. 
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USTABITZj 8th I>BC£MBJBB> 1813. 

By the present letter you will learn tliat I 
have at length set foot on French soil. Our 
inarch from Bilbao^ which we left on the 24th 
ultimo^ affords but scanty materials for a let- 
ter. It was performed in haste^ and imder 
the annoyance of an unceasing course of bad 
weather. 

Durango, five leagues from Bilbao^ is a 
clean and populous town, much celebrated 
for its manufactory of gun*barrels. The best 
kind of these are made out of old horse and 
mule shoes, and so welded that nearly twice 
the weight of the iron in each barrel is lost in 
the operation. The price varies from six to 
twenty dollars the barrel; but those which 
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are of the fabric of one Nicholas Biz, wha 
lived about a century ago^ will often fetch 150 
dollars. 

We quartered the first night at El-Orio^ 
the appearraice of wluch rmninded me of a 
college. Tike houses ace extremely good> ai^ 
almost . everf one has the arms of the famfly 
eMbla^ned oy^r the i^^x, a^d £)xe inhabited 
fay indiyiduals who f<^w xko: tradlQ. In l^t 
I did. npt see ^ sfngle shpp in the plaoe^ and 
fhe- gra$s w^ gi'owing^ in. the streets. Al- 

■ 

though every thing seemed so stagpadt^ it 
WBi nevertheless far from being dull> a(id I 
think it the most sociable little pl^ce I have 
$eetii in the Peninstilab 

In the evening I had my choice of two ter- 
tul&is, one a ladie$' p^rty, the other a sort of 
dub^ where the men meet to discuss the gazettes 
a|id pamphlets of the day over chocolate and 
lheg|ti:s. Like agood politician^ I attended both* 
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In e^ety town of Spain^ however mxs31, iJme ii 
aiwayi^ a t>ii!taiotie dub. In tliese meetinga tko 
wual tacitumity of Ae Spaniard glyes way, 
and he becomes, loquaoioua, atid e&m clatnor-r 
ous and angry, if he meet wHh contradictioR* 
He tefls you what hi» sentiihenta ar& with a 
liraiTOth 0nd energy of exj^ession; which seem 
to imply, " he it at your peaAl to tlrink other- 
wise than I do." The gazette of the evehing 
ccmtained the news <>f the allied monardid 
having miade their solemn entry into Leipzig 
on the 19tb ultimo, so that now theie is every 
proi^ect of a closing ac^oe ta ijm eyeoitfu} 
tragedy. 

Our next stage was Tdbsa, a fihe old Umn^ 
ccmsideted the captal <^ Guipuseoa^ and situ- 
ate in the centre of a beautiful and pittoresquQ 
country. The peasantoy hare have a method 
of turning up the soil which I have nowheni 
eiae seen or heard of. The instrumwt of 
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husbandry to which I allude, is a fork con- 
sisting of two prongs, m figure and propor- 
tion like a small h, the handle being about 
one-half longer than the prong* Each man or 
woman is funmhed .nth two of these imple- 
ments, and standing generally three a-breast, 
force them into the soil at the same time, and 
leaning back, tear up a ridge of land as effec- 
tually as the plough would have done: a 
fourth person follows with a hoe, whose busi- 
ness it is to break the clods. The scarcity of 
cattle in this part of Spain has no doubt put 
them upon this invention ; but they are, how- 
ever, enabled by it to cultivate spots where no 
oxen could have ploughed. 

After leaving Irun, a dirty hole, and 
thronged, at the time we passed through it, 
with Spanish troops^ you descend almost im- 
mediately upon the Bidassoa^ the boundary 
between France and Spain. The Pyrenees 
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here are only gentle hills ; nor do they he^ 
to erect themselves into mountains mitil you 
approach Lesaca. We crossed by a pontoon 
bridge^ and set foot upon the fine high road 
ivhich leads to Bayonne. After a league and 
a half^ we came to Urogne^ which was totally 
deserted by its inhabitants, and filled with our 
cavalry. We here enquired of some officers 
respecting the probability of our being able 
to obtain quarters in St. Jean de huz, when 
they aU gave it as their opinion, that, consi- 
dering the approach of evening, it would be 
impossible. We immediately upon this pre- 
pared to take possession of some empty house 
by the road side. It was only to choose be- 
tween a chateau or a cottage, and we decided 
for the latter, as being more easily fortified 
against intruders. They all stood most hospi- 
tably open, exhibiting a miserable absence of 
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4oor8 and window-ftanies, which had lon^ 
since beei^ condenmed &a fueL 

■M 

At St. Jean de Luz I i^eceived intimation of 
being af>pointed to the staff of Marshal Be- 
tedord, and immediately set off for his head- 
quarters at this place, a little town three 
leagues from St» Jean de Luzj and heneath 
the Pyrenees. 

. I have a miseraUe garret for a quarter at 
present^ but I hare an order from the quar- 
ternnaster-general totakepossessiouofacom- 
fortable qottage adjdning the Marshal's gar* 
den^ which will be vacant in a &w days* The 
river Neve separates m from the French, 
wto»I«ee,e,y.«,™,«atp.radeftoo>a. 
ifnndow of my garrets Our sentries and 
their^ can talk to each other with perfect 
ease; no kind of molestation being offered 
im i^ither side. They come down to water 
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their horses, and th6ir women to wash the 
linen of the regiments, and we do the same. 
The French soldiers often endeavour to entice 
our fellows to desert, by sticldng a piece of 
beef on the point of a bayonet, or by holding 
out a canteen, accompanying their action 
with '' I say, come here! here is ver good 
ros-bif ; here is ver good brandy.** 

I was much amused a few days ago with 
the contrasted appearance of a French and 
English sentinel. The centre part of the 
bridge over the Neve has been blown up, but 
the abutments on eaeh side are still remaining. 
On the one you saw the French sentry with 
his long musket, white cap, and loose grey 
great-coat, slovenly thrown over his shoulders ; 
on the other, a Highlander of the 42d regi- 
4nent, in all the pomp of his national costume. 
They were not more than twenty yards asun- 
der. 
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Hie want of forage is severely felt by all 
parties. Our horses would starve^ were it 
not for the fiirze-bushes ; and even to obtain 
these^ it is necessary to seek them at two 
leagues' distance; all being eaten up round 
this. Every other morning my Portuguese 
groom goes into the woods to forage^ and re- 
turns with two mule-loads of furze. It is then 
necessary to pound it^ which is a very trouble- 
some operation ; yet without doing this, the 
horses refuse it *• AU kinds of necessaries are 
equally scarce, and we are obliged to pay an 
exorbitant price to obtain them. Every rush- 

* Fabios and Q. Atius Varus^ prefects of cavalry, 
receiTed the thanks of the Roman senate^ for having 
preserved discipline and supported their horses under 
similar circumstances.—^' Erat summa inopia pabuli, 
adeo ut foliis ex arboribus strictis et teneris anmdinum 
radidbus oontusis, equos alerent."-T-Sallust. deBell. 
Civil, c. 3. 
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light costs a shilKng^ and I use tbree every 
nighty one in the stahle and two in my garret. 
A small loaf of bread (2lhs.) two shillings ; a 
pomid of butter^ four shillings; and every 
thing else in like proportion. The rations 
for a common soldier per diem^ consisting of 
l|lb. of breads lib. of beef, and ^ pint of rum^ 
does not cost the Government less than six 
shillings ; perhaps even more ; since the mor- 
tality which befalls the cattle between this and 
the Ebro is so great, that out of a consign- 
ment which I received the other day from 
Palencia, and which consisted, at the com- 
mencement of the march, of 500 head, only 
180 reached me ; the rest had died by the 
way. 

DECEMBER JItH. 

P.S. About six o'clock yesterday morning 
I was awakened by a train of artillery passing 
my quarters, and which seemed to indicate 
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that some immediate morement w^ in dcm- 
t^nplation. I hastily got a cup of cc^^; 
but befiHre I had time to readi the river^ tlie 
picquets had commenced firii^, and our ligbt 
troops hja already driven back the en^y^ 
ddmiisIietB. Tfie engineers laid down the 
IwmtcKm bridge with admirable ^pedifioii, 
4iiid I passed oyer it in the ledr x^ the thiiS 
ilivi^on aboiit nine o'clock. The Freoidh 
shewed tiiemselves in good force several timels 
-on the heights^ but always retired in a few 
minutes^ leaving skirmishei^ to contend with 
t>ur light troops. At ten o'dock a heavy 
firing commenced upon our Mt, and became, 
as the fog dispersed, distinctly visible. The 
first division soon became warmly engaged^ 
when the intention of Lord Wellington was, 
that it should only have made a demonstra- 
tion. The third division remaining under 
arms on the heights which we had first gained 



on €ii6&adkig horn the NeV^^ I w^ fd!r«r^ 
fnth thd ibctb £?idon« In & little tiiM it 
t<w( uadbrst^oj tqpon the field that Genefd 
Hill had succeeded in tummg ihe enemy $ 
kft. Thk was at oboiit twelve o'dodk« A 
pttuse now ^oraed^ ^ sixth Avimm standing 
to^ ^jf aniag. I took t3m opporttmity' to 
«nt^ a pe^Mflit's cottaj^e Vjr the road dde. A 
Mefie boy Was the only medsber 4^ tho fhniSy 
wfad dotild s]^&k any FrenA; ^e yest^ coix« 
i^tii^ of an cdid womat^^ some girls^ ami two 
iged meiH spoke noillflfig but lie B&scpie^ 
whkh is nearly the iiame a^r that wUchis used 
in Biscay. Their joy was so unbounded at 
the partid defeat whieh^thdir ctountrpmen had 
ahready sustamed^ tl^ tlieyea{>ered alMfneit the 
looin Kite a pnt eel ^ mcfirry Andxews. One 
of the aged xiSen personated B^Vwrnch sok 
dier^ and^ wit'b m agOity bej^d his yeani> 
rto ar few yaifdff il:i»i( the^ddoiy in cvier to 

z 
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convey tihe idea.pf a flying enekny; then dis-' 
tending his cheeks^ he discharged a bonibi 
and fell on the ground^ as if he hiad been 
kiUedbyabaU. 

The French now bc^^ to retiiie from a 
hill which tibiey had occupied as a centre du- 
ring the mornings and the sixth divimon imme- 
diately took possession of it. From this point 
we had a distinct view of the contest which 
was going forwards at about 600 yards in 
front of us. The object on our side was to 
get possession of the village of Ville Franche^ 
which was obstinately defended by a force of 
nearly 3000 men. At three o'clock Lord 
Wellington and his staff arrived on the lull^ 
and some light companies of the sixth divi- 
sion, supported by a regiment of Ca9adores, 
were immediatdy ordered to attack it The 
fighting now became very desperate ; our men 
and the French being nearly muzsde to muzzle. 
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The enemy were at length driven out of then: 
position ; which was announced to us on the 
opposite hiU^ by a British soldier ascendmg to 
the top of a kind of cross which overlooked 
the village^ and waving his cap in token of 

victory. I saw my cousin^ Captain , go 

gallantly into action at the head of his com- 
pany^ and^ I am happy to add^ he has escaped 
unhurt. 



THE END. 



G. WOODFALL> anoxl covvt, iunnbr stbbxt, lokdok. 
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